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Seeking integral community
in an ecological age . . . .
“Ecozoic” means “house of life.” An “Ecozoic Society” means a society of life.
***
The “Ecozoic Era” is a time of mutually enhancing relationships
among humans and the larger community of life.
***
The “Great Work” is living the promise of the ecozoic.

*****
In this issue: “The Importance of Thomas Berry,” by Center for Ecozoic Studies; “Celebrating
Thomas on EAARTH,” by Angela Manno, “The Most Succinct Presentation of Thomas Berry’s
Ideas,” by Thomas Berry, and “Is It Ethical to Ride on Airplanes?,” by one of our readers.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THOMAS BERRY
Thomas Berry (1914-2009), a self-described geologian, was a global prophet, teacher and Earth saint.
Key Writings
He wrote three books of special importance: The Dream of the Earth (San Francisco: Sierra Club Books,
1988), The Universe Story (co-authored with Brian Swimme) (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1992),
and The Great Work (New York: Bell Tower, 1999). The Great Work provides the best introduction to
Berry’s work for new readers. The Dream of the Earth is important as the original, and most
comprehensive, statement of Berry’s thought.
Historical Analysis
In The Great Work, Thomas Berry gave two key observations about history. These are (1) the “central
flaw” in human development is our “mode of consciousness that has established a radical discontinuity
between the human and other modes of being and [has bestowed] all rights on the humans”; and (2)
“[t]he historical mission of our times is to reinvent the human—at the species level, with critical reflection,
within the community of life systems, in a time-developmental context, by means of story and shared
dream experience.”
Center for Ecozoic Studies, Foundational Statements
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CELEBRATING THOMAS ON EAARTH
How did I celebrate Thomas?
On June 1, I found myself finishing up a book review of Eaarth, Bill McKibben's latest book, for
Befriending Creation, the Quaker environmental journal.
The first half of the book gives the reader a sense of the current reality of climate change, not “the threat”
of climate change to “future generations” that politicians like to evoke. The author gives the unfolding
scenario familiar to many of us who understand the meaning and consequences of the current
concentration of 390 ppm of C02 in the atmosphere (40 points over the safe upper limit): the end of the
conditions which brought forth human civilization. Compounded with that is peak oil and the fact that
without petroleum, our modern civilization will cease to function, dependent as it is on fossil fuels for just
about everything. The book also contains a list and critique of the guiding principles that brought us to this
terminal condition.
The second half of the book outlines a set of principles that can and must guide us in creating a new
civilization, one that is characterized by and necessitates human decline, but one we where we can
choose to manage this descent and to “aim for a relatively graceful decline.”
Some of these guiding principles of an Ecological Civilization are









Small vs. Big;
Maintenance vs. Growth;
Clean, safe renewable energy (soft technology) vs. Fossil fuels and nuclear (hard technology);
Local action vs. Centralization (for the most part, although climate change legislation will of
necessity be a “centralized,” overarching decision);
Micropower vs. Massive power works
Community vs. Individualism;
Restraint vs. Self-indulgence
Slow vs. Fast

As I was writing the review, I could not help but discern a response to the question: “What is Ecological
Civilization?” In McKibben's book, I was reading not only about the tragic and stark realities of the end of
the Cenozoic period (not his term), but at the same time the creativity. Thomas always spoke about the
creativity that comes forth in moments of great strife, turbulence and destruction, what he called
“moments of grace.” In essence, I could see that the Ecological Civilization Thomas proposed was
beginning to take shape through the descriptions of the countless efforts of people to establish ways of
living that are consonant with Earth's technologies: local production of food, diversity in planting,
eschewing all use of petroleum and fossil fuels for the tending and fertilization of crops, small “mixed”
farms that include animals as an integral part of production, urban farming, and an increase in the number
of people who do farming; community supported renewable energy production from biogas to wind and
solar, small-scale hydroelectric; local economies and barter systems; and tighter communities where one
knows and depends on one's neighbors.
Where we are deficient is in assuring that the atmospheric carbon dioxide content will come down to 350
ppm. Thus, concerted and aggressive political activity must go hand in hand with changing the way we
nd
live on this planet. The April 22 , Declaration of Cochabamba was a miraculous stride in that direction
(see http://pwccc.wordpress.com/2010/04/24/peoples-agreement/). McKibben spells out what's needed in
the most concrete terms, “to build a movement more powerful than the energy industry.” Powerful
enough, he urges “to raise the price of coal to the point where energy companies will simply swallow their
investments and start shutting down the plants.”
As I was writing my review, I realized that my consciousness has been so shaped by Thomas's thought
that I found myself both reading and reviewing the book through the lens of his thought. Without intending
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it, I was celebrating Thomas on the anniversary of his passing, by offering to others what he so
generously gave to me and to so many others—a way to think about and interpret the challenges and
times we live in; to think in vast historical and cosmological periods; to think creatively, unflinchingly, yet
with a sense of confidence in the future.
It has been difficult in the last year to discern any bridges from the world that is passing to the world that
is emerging. Indeed, most of the transition is in the form of destruction . . . of our political process; the
integrity of our oceans, the viability of our economic system. But that is the point: If we look closely, we
can perceive through the obvious collapse of one civilization, signs of an emerging Ecological
Civilization—the result of the upsurge in the creativity Thomas spoke of that is pulsing faithfully at the
heart of the Cosmos.

"We must do what we conceive to be the right thing and not bother our heads or burden our souls with
whether we will be successful. Because if we don’t do the right thing, we will be doing the wrong thing
and we will just be a part of the disease and not a part of the cure." — E. F. Schumacher, author of Small
Is Beautiful
Angela Manno

THE MOST SUCCINCT PRESENTATION OF THOMAS BERRY’S IDEAS
Thomas Berry, The Determining Features of the Ecozoic Era

1. Earth is a communion of subjects, not a collection of objects.
2. Earth exists and can survive only in its integral functioning. It cannot survive in fragments any
more than any [individual] organism can survive in fragments. Yet, Earth is not a global sameness. It is a
differentiated unity and must be sustained in the integrity and interrelations of its many bioregional modes
of expression.
3. Earth is a one-time endowment. It is subject to irreversible damage in the major patterns of its
functioning.
4. The human is derivative, Earth is primary. Earth must be the primary concern of every human
institution, profession, program and activity. In economics, for instance, the first law of economics must be
the preservation of Earth’s economy. A rising Gross National Product with a declining Gross Earth
Product reveals the absurdity of our present economy. It should be clear, in the medical profession, that
we cannot have healthy people on a sick planet.
5. The entire pattern of functioning of Earth is altered in the transition from the Cenozoic to the
Ecozoic Era. The major developments of the Cenozoic took place entirely apart from any human
intervention. In the Ecozoic, the human will have a comprehensive influence on almost everything that
happens. While the human cannot make a blade of grass, there is [liable] not to be a blade of grass
unless it is accepted, protected and fostered by the human. Our positive power of creativity in the natural
life systems is minimal, while our power of negating is immense.
6. Progress, to be valid, must include the entire Earth in all its component aspects. To designate
human plundering of the planet as progress is an unbearable distortion.
7. The Ecozoic can come into existence only though an appreciation of the feminine dimension of
Earth, through a liberation of women from the oppressions and the constraints that they have endured in
the past, and through the shared responsibility of both women and men for establishing an integral Earth
community.
8. A new role exists for both science and technology in the Ecozoic period. Science must provide a
more integral understanding of the functioning of Earth, and how human activity and Earth activity can be
mutually enhancing. Our biological sciences especially need to develop a “feel for the organism,” a
greater sense of the ultimate subjectivities present in the various living beings of Earth. Our human
technologies must become more coherent with the technologies of the natural world.
9. New ethical principles must emerge that recognize the absolute evils of biocide and geocide, as
well as the other evils concerned more directly with the human.
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10. New religious sensitivities are needed that will recognize the sacred dimension of Earth and that
will accept the natural world as the primary manifestation of the divine.
11. A new language, an Ecozoic language, is needed. Our [present] language is radically inadequate.
A new dictionary should be compiled with new definitions of existing words and an introduction of new
words for the new mode of being and functioning that are emerging.
12. Psychologically all the archetypes of the collective unconscious attain a new validity and a new
pattern of functioning, especially in our understanding of the symbols of the Tree of Life, the heroic
journey, death and rebirth, the mandala and the Great Mother.
13. New developments can be expected in ritual, in all the arts, and in literature. In drama especially,
extraordinary opportunities exist in the monumental issues that are being worked out in these times. The
conflicts that until now have been situated simply within the human drama are magnified considerably
through the larger contours of conflict as these emerge in this stupendous transition from the terminal
Cenozoic to the emerging Ecozoic. What we are dealing with is in epic dimensions beyond anything thus
far expressed under this term.
14. Mitigation of the present ruinous situation, the recycling of materials, the diminishment of
consumption, the healing of damaged ecosystems—all this will be in vain if we do these things to make
the present industrial systems acceptable. They must all be done, but in order to build a new order of
things.
(Handout from the library of Santa Sabina Conference Center, San Rafael, California, 2004,
except that Item 7 is from a similar list presented by Thomas Berry at an annual conference of the
Center for Reflection on the Second Law held in Chapel Hill, NC.)
Thomas Berry, Twelve Principles for Understanding the Universe and the Role of the
Human in the Universe Process

1. The universe, the solar system, and the planet Earth in themselves and in their evolutionary
emergence constitute for the human community the primary revelation of that mystery whence all
things came into being.
2. The universe is a unity, an interacting and genetically-related community of beings bound
together in an inseparable relationship in space and time. The unity of Earth is especially clear each
being of the planet is profoundly implicated in the existence and functioning of every other being of the
planet.
3. From its beginning, the universe is a psychic as well as a physical reality.
4. The three basic laws of the universe at all levels of reality are differentiation, subjectivity and
communion. These laws identify the reality, the values, and the directions in which the universe is
proceeding.
5. The universe has a violent as well as a harmonious aspect, but it is consistently creative in the
larger arc of its development.
6. The human is that being in whom the universe activates, reflects upon, and celebrates itself in
conscious self-awareness.
7. Earth, within the solar system, is a self-emergent, self-propagating, self-educating, self
governing, self-healing, self-fulfilling community. All particular life systems in their being, their sexuality,
their nourishment, their education, their governing, their healing, and their fulfilling must integrate their
functioning within this larger complex of mutually dependent Earth systems.
8. The genetic coding is the process through which the world of the living articulates itself in its
being and its activities. The great wonder is the creative interaction of the multiple codings among
themselves.
9. At the human level, genetic coding mandates a further trans-genetic cultural coding by which
specifically human qualities find expression. Cultural coding is carried on by educational processes.
10. The emergent process of the universe is irreversible and non-repeatable in the existing world
order. The movement from non-life to life on the planet Earth is a one-time event. So too, the
movement flow life to the human form of consciousness. So also the transition from the earlier to the
later forms of human culture.
11. The historical sequence of cultural periods can be identified as the tribal-shamanic period, the
Neolithic village period, the classical civilizational period, the scientific-technological period, and the
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emerging ecological period.
12. The main human task of the immediate future is to assist in activating the inter-communion of
all the living and non-living components of the Earth community in what can be considered the
emerging ecological period of Earth development.
(Thomas Berry and the New Cosmology, eds. Anne Lonergan and Caroline Richards, Twenty-Third
Publications, Mystic, Connecticut, 1988, pages 107-108.)
Thomas Berry, The Historic Mission of Our Time
The historic mission of our times is
to reinvent the human—
at the species level,
with critical reflection,
within the community of life systems,
in a time-developmental context,
by means of story, and
shared dream experience.
(Handout from the library of Santa Sabina Conference Center, San Rafael, California, 2004. This
also appears in Thomas Berry, The Great Work, Bell Tower, New York, 1999, page 159.)
IS IT ETHICAL TO RIDE ON AIRPLANES?
Much of the Musings newsletter celebrates events that require air travel. As one who does not travel by
air, I would suggest an issue devoted to the following:
1. Connection between air travel and ego. “I am honored to be traveling to _____ for ____
reasons.”
2. Exploring deeply the rationale that “By traveling I become a better citizen of Earth.”
3. The impact of air travel on climate change, including a detailed exploration of radiative forcing.
4. The strategy of staying put.
A Reader
*****
The mission of CES is to offer a vision, through dialogue, of an
ecozoic society and contribute to its realization through research,
education and the arts.
To become a member of CES, send a letter to CES at 2516 Winningham Road, Chapel Hill, North
Carolina 27516, USA, with your contact information and dues. Dues for each calendar year are
US$35 (individual or family); outside USA, Canada and Mexico, add US$10. Sustaining Member
US$135. You may also pay your dues online at www.ecozoicstudies.org.
Contributions are welcome.

