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MUSE

More on CES’s New Logo and Motto
By Herman Greene

The new logo and motto for the Center for Ecozoic Societies are displayed in the heading of this
newsletter. Being art, the logo will have a different meaning for each person. Here are some of
the thoughts our Board had in the course of selecting the logo.

The logo shows mountains at different levels receding into the distance. The river flowing from
the mountains represents life energy. Humans both emerge from the mountains and are one with
the mountains. This follows from two of Thomas Berry’s quotes: “Without the Earth, the human
is an abstraction,” (Thomas Berry, origin of quote unknown), and “The Earth is primary, the
human is derivative” (Thomas Berry, “The Determining Features of the Ecozoic Era,”
unpublished, available from CES).

The humans in the logo are undefined. They are, in Thomas Berry’s language, in need of
reinvention as we pass from the terminal Cenozoic to the emerging Ecozoic Era. Finally, the
logo holds the wonder, beauty and intimacy of Earth community and the sacred grandeur of the
Earth process. We would have like to have included animals, stars and more in the logo, but felt
that the logo would become overly complex.

The motto recognizes that life exists in communities, multiple levels of communities—reaching
from microbiotic communities to the whole Earth community and to the universe as a whole.
Each community is interdependent, and within each community, each species and each life
system is interdependent. We can no longer find well-being in seeking only our own well-being.
The well-being of each individual depends on the well-being of all life communities.

Publications of the Center for Ecozoic Societies
By Herman Greene

CES has two publications, a monthly on-online magazine—CES Monthly Musings containing
muse, news and reviews of an ecological age, and a print journal—The Ecozoic: Reflections on
Life in an Ecological Age. We are changing each of these publications, and in the case of The
Ecozoic we are resuming publication.

In the past, CES Monthly Musings has included one to three articles about ecozoic topics and we
have referred to it as a “newsletter.” With this issue, we are introducing its new format, that of a
magazine. In each issue, we will have “muse”—one to three lead articles or poems; “news”—
original ecozoic news stories as well as paragraph summaries with links to ecozoic news from
other sources; and “reviews”—reviews of books, movies, events, etc. The Musings will be
available free, but we will periodically request financial gifts to support it.

We have not published The Ecozoic since we published the Thomas Berry tribute edition in
September 2009. We will resume publication this year and hope to have two issues out by
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December. The Ecozoic is a journal on transition to life in an ecological age. A subscription to
The Ecozoic is a benefit of CES membership. In other words, the way to subscribe to The
Ecozoic is to become a member of CES.

The next issue of The Ecozoic is “What Is Ecozoic?” It contains reflections on what the term
“ecozoic” means and how, in the authors’ views, the term should be used. The following issue
will be on religion and the New Story (the scientific story of the evolutionary development of the
universe and the humanistic dimensions of this story). We will be receiving articles (essays,
poems, stories, photographs, music) for this issue through October 31, 2011.

We believe there are unoccupied niches for both of our publications. Within the Berry
community, we focus on the cultural, historical and social dimensions of Thomas Berry’s work.
In other words, we focus on his thoughts concerning ecozoic societies, how cultural and social
changes occur, and his historical interpretation of how we came to our present situation. Within
the world at large, we fall in the area of environmental publications generally. What
distinguishes us is our concentration on human culture and ecology and our grounding in the
work of Thomas Berry.

Our publications depend on volunteer contributors and volunteer editors. We encourage you to
send your essays, poems, music and art for our publications. We also welcome assistance with
our editorial work. You may email us at ecozoic@mindspring.com for more information.

In addition to these two publications, CES offers material to the public through its website. We
are currently redoing our website. Further, we hope to initiate additional publications in the
future, such as blogs and book publishing (both print and electronic). If you are interested in
writing a blog for publication on the CES website, please contact us.

The Age of Austerity
By Herman Greene

Like many of you, I have been trying to make sense of the recent spectacle involving the United
States debt ceiling, the sharp sell-off in stocks (and subsequent rebound as of August 31), down-
grading of America’s credit rating, cuts in state budgets, the debt crisis in the Eurozone and other
like news. Is this the collapse of the financial system that some have been predicting? What are
the implications for the ecozoic transition, and what are ecozoans to do to cope with the changes
that are occurring?

In this article, I will give my views of what is happening based on conventional economic
analysis. I believe we are entering an age of austerity. This means it’s going to be harder to get
things done because of economic constraints. This will affect our society, our organizations and
our personal and family lives.

What is going on is not a collapse, but it is a significant economic adjustment with an unclear
outcome. The period of rapid economic growth which began after World War II is ending.
Economic growth will continue, at least for the time being, at a slower pace because global
population is increasing and emerging economies are still growing at high rates. Economic

mailto:ecozoic@mindspring.com
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disruptions will become more frequent, but the severe challenges that we may expect from
resource shortages, resource depletion, global climate change and environmental degradation
will come later. If there is to be an economic collapse, that will come later as well.

I will write about what I see happening from the perspective of a person living in the United
States. In my recent reading, I have found out some interesting things about the United States’
economy.

 According to the Federal Jobs Report of August 5, 2011, unemployment stood at 9.1%. If
the number of people who are underemployed (work part-time, but want full-time work)
is taken into account, however, the number is 18.2%. These numbers haven’t changed
much in the last 18 months. See Daily Workforce.

 For black people, the unemployment rate is 18% (not counting those who are employed
part-time and want full-time work). The unemployment rate for black youth (those aged
16-20) is 40%. Unemployment is higher than the national average for Latinos as well.
See The Employment Situation--July 2011.

 Over the last three months about 72,000 US jobs were added each month. About 120,000
jobs are needed just to keep up with population growth. Job growth in the private sector
is being offset in part by loss of jobs in the public sector. See We’re Not Recovering
We’re Backsliding.

 Consumer spending accounts for 70% of the US economy. Median household income in
inflation adjusted dollars has decreased since 2000. See Median Household Income.

 Increased consumer spending in the last decade was fueled by home equity loans and
easy access to credit card and other loans, sources that no longer exist.

 US consumers are currently paying down their debts with a savings rate reaching 5%,
which means a reduction in consumer spending. See The Global Economy Comes to the
End of Its String.

 Housing prices are flat or trending downward. The real value of housing per capita is at
1979 levels. See Recovering from a Balance Sheet Recession.

 The Dow Jones Industrial average on August 26, 2011, was lower than on January 1,
2000. This was true for the NASDAQ and S&P 500 as well. Real per-capita net worth in
the United States is at 1999 levels. See This Is What a Balance Sheet Recession Looks
Like and Its Not Pretty

 The US government borrows $0.40 of every dollar it spends. The federal budget deficit as
a percent of GPP now exceeds 15%, and total federal debt now exceeds 100% of GDP
nearly reaching the percentage level of the World War II years. Since 2000 federal
spending has increased from $1.8 trillion to the current $3.8 trillion. State spending
increased from $757 billion to $1.3 trillion over the same period. US government
spending (federal, state and local) increased from about 32.5 % of GDP in 2000 to over
40% in 2011 Total government revenue is, however, only about 30% of GDP, which
makes it feel like the government share of the economy isn’t as big as it is because
government expenditures are not being paid for currently. See US Government Spending.
Due to various factors, governmental spending at all levels is being reduced or increases
in spending are being reduced. This is further depressing demand.

 In a recession or a period of low growth, governments can stimulate the economy through
stimulus spending programs or reducing taxes. Given the current fiscal situations and

http://www.gallup.com/poll/125639/Gallup-Daily-Workforce.aspx
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/were-not-recovering-were-backsliding/2011/07/11/gIQApxYIwI_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/were-not-recovering-were-backsliding/2011/07/11/gIQApxYIwI_blog.html
http://www.davemanuel.com/median-household-income.php
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/steven-pearlstein-the-global-economy-comes-to-the-end-of-its-string/2011/08/04/gIQAa2zEvI_story_1.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/steven-pearlstein-the-global-economy-comes-to-the-end-of-its-string/2011/08/04/gIQAa2zEvI_story_1.html
http://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/26/recovering-from-a-balance-sheet-recession/?emc=eta1
http://economistsview.typepad.com/economistsview/2011/06/this-is-what-a-balance-sheet-recession-looks-like-and-its-not-pretty.html
http://economistsview.typepad.com/economistsview/2011/06/this-is-what-a-balance-sheet-recession-looks-like-and-its-not-pretty.html
http://www.usgovernmentspending.com/index.php
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national politics, stimulus spending seems unlikely. Further given budget deficits, there is
little room to reduce taxes as a means of boosting growth.

 The Federal Reserve can seek to stimulate demand by “printing money,” technically
called quantitative easing. From November 2010 to June 2011 (“QE2”), the Federal
Reserve injected $600 billion into the economy, yet economic growth in the first quarter
of 2011 was at an annual rate of 0.4%, and in the second quarter of 2011 1.0%. Cash
injected by the Federal Reserve does not go directly into the economy. It goes into bank
reserves and does not go further if banks do not lend the money out. Bank lending is
depressed due to lack of loan demand, quality of borrowers and because banks continue
to experience losses in their real estate loans. Economists look to the history of
quantitative easing and low interest rates as practiced in Japan over the last decade and
are divided in their opinions over whether the program worked. Some economists believe
that QE2 did increase expectations of growth and thus boosted the stock market, but this
also had the effect of increasing inflation expectations and raising interest rates. In any
event, there is strong resistance to another round of quantitative easing (“QE3”) and such
a round is currently not likely.

 The Federal Reserve can also stimulate the economy by keeping interest rates low. The
basic Federal Reserve interest rates have been at or near zero for some time, and the
Federal Reserve has announced it expects to keep rates low through 2013. With regard to
interest rates, the Federal Reserve is already doing all it can do.

 Thus, the four great public policy tools to deal with a stagnant economy, stimulus
spending, tax reductions, quantitative easing, and lowering interest rates, are all blocked.
Some believe a fifth tool is the key now—reducing government spending and regulation
so that the private sector will grow. Such a view, however, may discount government
spending as a source of demand and the benefits of regulation for economic activity.
With respect to demand, in the last decade many “anti-government” businessmen have
become rich due to rapidly rising federal defense and healthcare spending. Reducing
government spending, and thus demand, will not lead to business expansion when there is
excess capacity (already more capacity than demand). There will remain hot areas of the
private economy, such as Apple and Google, but the overall picture is far less rosy. Even
companies with high earnings, have been slow to add jobs or expand.

 With domestic demand low, one might look to foreign demand, or export-led growth. The
problem is that the United States still suffers a competitive disadvantage in
manufacturing, and also services, due to wage and other costs. With the availability of
still low-cost global transport, goods can be produced abroad and shipped to the United
States at a lower cost than producing the goods in the United States and services can be
out-sourced.

 The international picture is also changing. Europe is suffering many of the same
problems as the United States and, in addition, specific nations, such as Greece, are
struggling.

 Reduction in demand is not just a United States phenomenon, it is affecting even those
countries that have had high growth rates, such as India and China. China is especially
interesting because, to support its export-led economy, it purchases a great deal of United
States debt in order to keep the value of its own currency low. This makes its exports
cheap on the world market. The United States could make its exports more attractive by
lowering the value of its currency, but this is being restrained by China’s purchases of the



CES Monthly Musings – August 2011 Page 6 of 19

6

dollar and also because, given the global economic uncertainty and lack of available
alternatives, the United States dollar remains the leading global reserve currency and
United States Treasuries are still considered among the world’s safest investments.

 It is not clear where this is all headed. As per usual, the world’s top economist make
opposite predictions. Many writers on investing, based on their charts showing stock
market behavior since the 1930s, give assurances that volatility in stock markets is
normal, while meanwhile many investors flee stocks because of this volatility and some
invest in gold, a nonproductive asset, driving its price to new heights.

There are many analyses of where things are and are going. I would recommend three:
 Steven Pearlstein, The Global Economy Comes to the End of Its String
 Ezra Klein, Stabilizing into Crisis
 Peter Whoriskey,” Recovery Will be one of the Longest Most Difficult in History

Economists Say

To understand the Eurozone crisis, see Dylan Matthews, Everything You Need to Know About
the European Debt Crisis in One Post

An often cited analysis of why recovery from what has been called, “The Great Recession” (the
one that began with the financial collapse of 2008) will take longer than other post-World War II
recessions is that by Kenneth Rogoff, The Second Great Contraction. His essential argument is
that calling the current situation a “recession” suggests it is the product of a normal business
cycle—recessions in recent times have been short lived. What we are experiencing, he says,
should be called the “Second Great Debt Contraction” (the first was the Great Depression of the
1930s) A debt contraction occurs following a period of too much borrowing. It takes a long-time
to work off the debt, and there are putative wealth transfers from lenders to borrowers, though in
fact both lose. When a borrower can’t pay on a house mortgage and the house has declined in
value, the bank loses by writing off the debt and the borrower, who theoretically benefits from
having the debt forgiven, has already lost because of the decline in value of his or her house.
Recovery following a debt contraction, Rogoff writes, takes years.

This conventional economic analysis is important. If correct, we are entering a period of
austerity, which will have everyday consequences for each of us. Ecozoans take note.

While I do not believe recent events signal the imminent collapse of the financial system or
imminent economic collapse caused by environmental shock, I do believe that what we are
experiencing is part of a long term change and we will not return to the post-World War II
normal. In later articles, written by me and others, we will explore nonconventional economic
analyses of what is happening, where we are headed, and what the best economic options for the
future are.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/steven-pearlstein-the-global-economy-comes-to-the-end-of-its-string/2011/08/04/gIQAa2zEvI_story_1.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/stabilizing-into-a-crisis/2011/08/04/gIQAwzytuI_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/recovery-will-be-one-of-the-longest-most-difficult-in-history-economists-say/2011/08/17/gIQA6D6rPJ_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/recovery-will-be-one-of-the-longest-most-difficult-in-history-economists-say/2011/08/17/gIQA6D6rPJ_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-european-debt-crisis-in-one-post/2011/08/05/gIQAg69QwI_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-european-debt-crisis-in-one-post/2011/08/05/gIQAg69QwI_blog.html
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/rogoff83/English
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NEWS

World’s First Ecozoic Cuisine Website

Mariagrazia Pelaia of Italy and two of her friends have established the world’s first ecozoic
cuisine website, www.cucinaecozoica.it

Try this dish, “Ecozoic Matriciana.” Here’s the
description from the website: “This is cult Roman
cuisine (matriciana noodles), ecozoically veganized!
The aim is to save the pink creature vulgarly called
swine in a caring new ecozoic world!”

The purpose of the website is captured in a comment
by Stefano Panzaraza on what the founders are about:

All days we try to save Mother Earth with ecozoic
cuisine…
Thanks to Thomas Berry and his fantastic and
ecological vision!
Hope is also in the kitchen…

Death of Lou Niznik – Chronicler of the Ecozoic
By Herman Greene

On June 30, 2011, visionary chronicler, photographer and videographer
extraordinaire, Lou Niznik, 79, died. He was born to a poor Polish family in
Baltimore, MD. His father was absent as he grew up; his mother struggled to
raise three boys. He attended Catholic schools and was nourished by his faith.
He became a Jesuit priest. Suffering from depression, he left his order and met
the love of his life, Jane Blewett, who, after serving in Pakistan for nine years,

had also left her order, the Medical Mission Sisters. Later both Jane and Lou became lay
associates of the Medical Mission Sisters.

Lou took an interest in photography at a young age, and with his Kodak Brownie camera won
several photography contests. After leaving the Jesuit order, and after developing video skills,
Lou headed up the audio-visual division of a professional photography firm in Baltimore.

In the 1980s Lou and Jane met Thomas Berry, and carrying on the work of Thomas became a
lifelong task for both of them. Lou’s special contribution was in traversing the country to take
videos of Thomas’s presentations. He also went to numerous other events featuring the new
cosmology and spiritual ecology and made videos of those events. His archive with more than a
hundred videos and CDs is of historical significance. He was, in a sense, the chronicler of the
early days of the ecozoic.

http://www.cucinaecozoica.it/
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Lou had an inquiring mind, a lively sense of humor, and desire and will to help others. His “Do-
It-Yourself, Tentative-Guesswork Catechism” brought delight to this author and in many ways
captures his playful, seeking, ever-growing essence.

Notwithstanding the delight he brought to others and the joy he experienced in his own living,
Lou’s life-long struggle with depression finally ended when he took his own life. His memorial
service was held on August 20th in Sandy Spring, MD, at the Quaker retirement community
where he was living. In a prayer that ended the service, the liturgist prayed:

May the Angel of Wisdom give us all some inkling that there could be something else at
work (in Lou’s death), and that what now seems dark, destructive and forlorn, might be a
destiny that looks different from inside the eternal script.

The room was filled with Lou’s photos, of which here is one:

Lou will be remembered for the life and light he brought to others, and for being the chronicler
of the ecozoic.

Death of Peter Berg – Father of Bioregionalism
On July 28, 2011, Peter Berg, the father of Bioregionalism, passed away. Here is his obituary
from the website of the Planet Drum Foundation, Obituary of Peter Berg (reprinted with
permission):

Photograph by Judy Goldhaft
One of the leading advocates of bioregionalism,
Peter Berg was the founder and director of
Planet Drum Foundation, a noted ecologist, and
a popular public speaker on several continents.
He was widely acknowledged as an originator of
the use of the terms bioregion and reinhabitation
to describe land areas in terms of their
interdependent plant, animal, and human life.
Berg believed that the relationships between
humans and the rest of nature point to the
importance of supporting cultural diversity as a
component of biodiversity.

http://planet-drum.net/2011/08/11/biographical-entry/#more-29
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Peter Stephen Berg was born October 1, 1937, in Jamaica, Long Island, New York. When he was
six, his family moved to Florida. At the University of Florida in Gainesville, Berg discovered
beat poetry and was introduced to the emerging revolution that it expressed. Berg joined an
underground minority at the overwhelmingly conservative institution and became involved in the
civil rights movement. Leaving the University of Florida while still a teenager, Berg hitchhiked
across the United States, at which time he first visited San Francisco.

In 1964, he settled in the city, where he joined the San Francisco Mime Troupe. As one of the
Troupe’s contributing playwrights, Berg wrote several of their mid-1960s scripts, including an
adaptation of Giordano Bruno’s 16th century play Il Candelaio, the production of which caused
the San Francisco Parks Commission to revoke the Troupe’s permit, leading to their arrest and a
showcase trial. Berg also coined the phrase “guerrilla theatre,” which the Troupe’s director, R.G.
Davis, popularized in a 1965 essay that laid out a blueprint for radical theater groups working
toward social change.

Berg collaborated with several Mime Troupe members to create the legendary San Francisco
Haight-Ashbury group, the Diggers, in 1966. Berg wrote many of the manifestos that the Diggers
contributed to the nascent counterculture, including Trip Without A Ticket, which was later
reproduced in several anthologies including The Digger Papers. Berg’s directorial experience in
the San Francisco Mime Troupe was valuable in staging Digger events such as the “Death of
Money Parade” (1966) to create a social space in which participants acted in a theater of the
streets. The work of The Diggers was instrumental in, as Berg would put it, “ecologizing the
left.”

As the revolution died down at Haight-Ashbury, Berg and a caravan of former Diggers set out on
a cross-country tour in the summer of 1971 to determine what common threads existed in the
nation’s land-based communities. By winter, he had reached Nova Scotia and visited the
expatriate American poet, Allen Van Newkirk, who also studied the connections between society
and ecology. Interested in the research, classification, and preservation of the natural features
within a given geographic area, Van Newkirk—along with Berg, Raymond Dasmann, and
others—began promoting the idea of the bioregion. Berg and Van Newkirk both felt that the
environmental movement was incapable of dealing with the underlying problems that industrial
society posed for the biosphere. Rather than cleaning up after disasters, both felt the disasters
needed to be prevented. Whereas Van Newkirk had explored the possibility of the bioregion as
an arena for wildlife conservation, Berg proposed the inclusion of humans into the bioregion as
an active—not dominant—species in that habitat. In essence, this was an exercise in
reinhabitation; humans had to learn how to live in nature, not with dominion over it. As Berg
stated in his essay, “Beating the Drum with Gary,” the only way to succeed at preventing further
environmental disasters “was to restructure the way people satisfied basic material needs and
related to the natural systems upon which their own survival ultimately depended.” Pushing
ecological concerns to the center of society was the only tangible approach that might
successfully broach this problem. As a movement, bioregionalism was born.

Berg and others took these new ideas to the 1972 United Nations (UN) Conference on the
Environment in Stockholm. In the company of thousands of activists and demonstrators from all
over the world, Berg discovered that ecology was not just a North Atlantic cause. Berg mixed
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with groups of Japanese mercury-poisoning victims, Eritrean rebels, Laplanders from the Arctic
Circle, Native Americans, and countless others, who made up what Berg called “the planetariat.”
For most of “the planetariat,” no real answers to their issues emerged from the official gathering.
Instead, their experience at the conference left them with increased frustration about the inability
of any established institution to deal with planetary problems.

Returning to the United States with these frustrations, Berg was determined to find a method for
constructing a forum for human and ecological sustainability in the biosphere. His focus
naturally shifted from the global to the local or regional and resulted in the founding of the
Planet Drum Foundation in San Francisco in 1973.

Planet Drum’s mission is to determine the cultural and ecological dimensions of a human-scale
geographical region. Given the relative failure of the 1972 UN conference, Berg became
convinced that breaking down the world into separate biotic provinces or bioregions would help
find plausible routes toward sustainable living for Earth as a whole.

In 1979, Berg introduced the Planet Drum Foundation review, Raise the Stakes. A radical review
that argues that environmentalism is not demanding enough from the corporate government,
Berg suggests that bioregionalism is post-environmentalist in that it pushes the limits of the
environmental movement; that it “raises the stakes.” Modern environmentalism does not deal
sufficiently with the currently important issues of ecosystem restoration and urban sustainability.
Bioregionalism proposes a whole new philosophy necessary if these goals are to be reached. The
Planet Drum Foundation newsletter, PULSE, the successor to Raise the Stakes, helps popularize
the notion that health, food, and culture are all bioregional issues, profoundly affected by the
place in which they are situated.

Unlike many environmentalists and ecologists, Berg looked to the future with a certain degree of
optimism. He believed that the localization of politics will eventually take a bioregional turn.
While there is concern that globalization appears to be a dominant force that even threatens the
nation state, Berg insisted that localization, the forwarding of ethnic autonomy and home rule,
for example, is playing an equally influential role in this movement away from the nation state
and toward regional ecology.

One of Berg’s current projects was in the town of Bahía de Caráquez, on the central coast of
Ecuador. The town legally committed itself to becoming ecological and sustainable in 1999, and
Planet Drum has helped by establishing a field office in the town, revegetating with native trees
for erosion control and the creation of an urban “wild corridor,” carrying out a Bioregional
Education after-school program, and other activities. There are many reports and dispatches
about their work in Bahía de Caráquez on the Planet Drum website.

In 1998, Berg was awarded the Gerbode Professional Development Program Fellowship for
outstanding nonprofit organization executives. In 2005 he was a presenter at the UN World
Environment Day conference on urban sustainability, and at the 2008 Ecocity World Summit. He
lived and worked in Shasta Bioregion in northern California.
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The Planet Drum Foundation is located at P.O. Box 31251, San Francisco, CA 94131, and has
two websites, and www.planetdrum.org, (Planet Drum Foundation) and www.planet-drum.net
(Planet Drum Foundation blogs)

NOTE: The Planet Drum Foundation website, www.planetdrum.org, gives this definition of
Bioregion: “A distinct area with coherent and interconnected plant and animal communities, and
natural systems, often defined by a watershed. A bioregion is a whole ‘life-place’ with unique
requirements for human inhabitation so that it will not be disrupted and injured.”

Keystone XL Pipeline: Consequences, Mass Protests and Arrests

The leading US environmental organizations, and numerous distinguished scientists, led by Jim
Hansen, have joined together to oppose the proposed 1,700 mile Keystone XL Pipeline that will
bring 900,000 barrels per day of Canadian tar sands oil to Texas for refining. See
Environmentalists Unify Against Pipeline and Scientists’ Letter to Obama.The production of
conventional oil has plateaued and perhaps peaked. Future demands for oil will be met by
unconventional oil. Perhaps the most succinct statement of the consequences of turning to tar
sands and other unconventional sources rather than investing capital at similar scales in
alternative energy is by Jim Hansen: “[If we have any chance of getting back to a stable climate]
the principal requirement is that coal emissions must be phased out by 2030 and unconventional
fossil fuels, such as tar sands, must be left in the ground. [In other words,] if the tar sands are
thrown into the mix, it is essentially game over.” For information about the pipeline, see Tar
Sands Pipeline .

In order for the pipeline to be built, President Obama must certify that it is “in the national
interest.” Extensive protest action is taking place around the country, and, as of August 31, 2011,
more than 500 have been arrested outside the White House in civil disobedience, including many
distinguished religious and environmental leaders, such as Bill McKibben. Tar Sands Actions

You may sign an online petition opposing the pipeline at Tar Sands Pipeline Petition and may
obtain information about actions being taken to protest the pipeline at, among other places,
www.350.org, www.nrdc.org, www.foe.org, and www.tarsandsaction.org.

http://www.planetdrum.org/
http://www.planetdrum.org/
http://www.planet-drum.net/
http://www.planetdrum.org/
http://www.tarsandsaction.org/nations-largest-environmental-organizations-stand-together-to-oppose-oil-pipeline/
http://www.tarsandsaction.org/scientists-keystone-xl-obama/
http://www.nrdc.org/land/files/TarSandsPipeline4pgr.pdf
http://www.nrdc.org/land/files/TarSandsPipeline4pgr.pdf
http://www.tarsandsaction.org/press/releases/
http://act.350.org/sign/tar-sands/
http://www.350.org/
http://www.nrdc.org/
http://www.foe.org/
http://www.tarsandsaction.org/
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Climate Change Causes Migrations

Across the globe, plants and animals are creeping, crawling, slithering and winging to higher
altitudes and latitudes as temperatures climb. Read more: Plants and Animals Migrating Upward
as Climate Changes

Increase in China’s Energy Consumption

China is gradually emerging as a new superpower in global energy markets and energy
geopolitics. This reflects the enormous scale of China’s current and future energy and oil
consumption, Beijing’s growing energy investments abroad and expanding energy diplomacy, its
rising carbon emissions, and China’s emergence as a global leader in clean energy technology
development. The scale of China’s energy expansion is quite breathtaking. For example, in the
decade to 2010, the increase in China’s energy consumption added the equivalent of two Latin
Americas to global energy demand. Read more: China’s Energy Rise and the Future of U.S.-
China Energy Relations

The Internet of Things

We are entering a time mediated by what some are calling the “Internet of Things.” The coming
ten years will witness the connection of countless everyday objects to the network . . . . By 2008,
says Cisco, the number of things connected to the Internet exceeded the number of people on the
entire planet. Even by the end of [2011], 20 typical households will generate more Internet traffic
than the entire Internet carried in 2008. Billions of objects exchanging information will transform
the way we perform many everyday tasks. Read more: Future Things Entwine

Japan Cancels New Nuclear Plants.

Former Prime Minister Naoto Kan said . . . that Japan would abandon plans to build more
nuclear reactors, saying his country needed to “start from scratch” in creating a new energy
policy. Read more: Japan Scraps Plan for New Nuclear Plants

Germany, Following Italy, to Close Down Nuclear Plants

Merkel’s government said it will shut down all 17 nuclear power plants in Germany–the world’s
fourth-largest economy and Europe’s biggest–by 2022. . . . The plan sets Germany apart from
most of the other major industrialized nations. Among the other Group of Eight countries, only
Italy has abandoned nuclear power, which was voted down in a referendum after the 1986
Chernobyl disaster. Read More: German Nuclear Power Plants to Be Entirely Shut Down By
2022

Evolution and Meat

If you are going to eat meat, do so in limited quantities and eat sustainably raised meat and wild
game, locally and ethically produced dairy and eggs, or the remaining wild or decently cultivated

http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/up-and-up-plants-and-animals-migrating-as-climate-changes/2011/08/18/gIQAzlTxNJ_story.html?wpisrc=emailtoafriend
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/up-and-up-plants-and-animals-migrating-as-climate-changes/2011/08/18/gIQAzlTxNJ_story.html?wpisrc=emailtoafriend
http://mediapolicy.newamerica.net/forward/emailref?path=node/53493
http://mediapolicy.newamerica.net/forward/emailref?path=node/53493
http://www.newsobserver.com/2011/08/01/1382410/future-things-entwine.html?story_link=email_msg#ixzz1VmeGAIZb
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/11/world/asia/11japan.html?emc=eta1


CES Monthly Musings – August 2011 Page 13 of 19

13

fish. . . . . If we focused on those—none of which are in abundant supply, which is exactly the
point—and used them to augment the kind of diet we’re made to eat, one based on plants as a
staple, with these other things as treats, we’d all be better off. We can’t afford to wait to evolve.
Read more: Hooked on Meat

FAO Changes Policy to Embrace Sustainable Agriculture

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization has thrown its weight behind sustainable
agriculture in a new book-length publication entitled Save and Grow: A Policymaker’s Guide to
the Sustainable Intensification of Smallholder Crop Production.

Contrasting this with the intensification of production in the “Green Revolution,” the FAO states:

This new paradigm of agriculture is sustainable crop production intensification (SCPI),
which can be summed up in the words “save and grow”. Sustainable intensification
means a productive agriculture that conserves and enhances natural resources. It uses an
ecosystem approach that draws on nature’s contribution to crop growth–soil organic
matter, water flow regulation, pollination and natural predation of pests–and applies
appropriate external inputs at the right time, in the right amount. “Save and grow”
farming systems offer proven productivity, economic and environmental benefits. A
review of agricultural development in 57 low-income countries found that ecosystem
farming led to average yield increases of almost 80 percent. Conservation agriculture,
which is practised on more than 100 million hectares worldwide, contributes to climate
change mitigation by sequestering in soil millions of tonnes of carbon a year.

Read more and access publication: Save and Grow

Volcanic Ash Slows Global Warming

Tiny solid and liquid particles in the atmosphere, including volcanic ash and soot from fossil fuel
burning, have kept the Earth from warming as fast as it otherwise would have in the past dozen
years, according to a new study published online in the journal Science. Read more:
Volcanic Ash, Soot Helped Slow Recent Warming, Study Shows

Matthew Fox on “The Other Side of the Catholic Tradition”

Can the Catholic Church resurrect from its self-dug grave and experience another renaissance in
giving great souls and ideas to the world? Matthew Fox in his recent book, The Pope’s War,
argues that if an angry lay movement rises up and launches Lay councils instead of Vatican
councils, and moves to deconstruct the church as we know it and reconstruct it on the authentic
principles of Jesus’ spirit and teaching, surely something wonderful and needed could
occur. Read more: The Other Side of the Catholic Tradition

http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/05/31/meat-why-bother/?emc=eta1
http://www.fao.org/ag/save-and-grow/index_en.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/volcanic-ash-soot-helped-slow-recent-warming-study-shows/2011/07/20/gIQAg7k8RI_story.html?wpisrc=emailtoafriend
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/guest-voices/post/the-other-side-of-the-catholic-tradition/2011/06/14/AGQuyeUH_blog.html
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Ordination of Catholic Women Sought

Incidents on three continents raise anew the issue of the ordination of women and married men.
Read more: In Three Countries, Challenging the Vatican on Female Priests

Reviews

Brian Thomas Swimme and Mary Evelyn Tucker: Journey
of the Universe (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press,
2011)
Reviewed by Herman Greene

Journey of the Universe by Brian Thomas Swimme and Mary Evelyn
Tucker has recently been published. How does it compare with The
Universe Story, published in 1992, by Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry?
No attempt is made in the new book to relate the two. The authors only
briefly mention Thomas Berry: “Thomas Berry was with us from the

outset, giving us a sense of the “great work” of our time. (p. ix) Neither Thomas Berry, nor
cosmology is listed in the index of Journey of the Universe.

Here are some things that characterized The Universe Story. The book began by calling attention
to scientific understandings that “focused exclusively on the physical dimensions and . . . ignored
the human dimension of the universe.” (p. 1) The authors sought to move beyond a scientific
story so concerned “with the material and mechanistic aspects of the universe [it eliminated] our
capacities for that intimate communion with the natural world that has inspired the human
venture over centuries.” (p. 2). The authors wanted to overcome the science-humanities
distinction, because, in a time-developmental, emergent universe, the universe story is also the
human story. They felt the story could “bring about a new period in our comprehension of
ourselves and the universe itself.” (p. 2). The story could perform “in our times, what the mythic
stories of the universe provided for tribal peoples and for the earlier classical civilizations in their
times. The final benefit of this story might be to enable the human community to be present to
the larger Earth community in a mutually enhancing manner.” The urgency was that the story
become “functionally effective.” The story was told not so that people could read a book, but so
they could “read the story taking place all around us.” (p. 3) Earth’s future was dependent on
decisions made by humans. Humans would need an intimate knowledge of the natural world. “A
new mystique was needed, but a mystique associated with the highest level of comprehensive
knowledge and critical competence.” (p. 4). They believed the universe story would
“undoubtedly constitute the comprehensive context of the future.” (p. 5). It was explicitly a book
on cosmology—not mathematical or physical cosmology, but a cosmology that would enable
humans to “enter fruitfully into the web of relationships within the universe.” (pp. 22-23) Its
method would be to intersperse science with philosophical interpretations of what was taking
place in the universe and to embed in the story mythical elements. Thus, the supernova that
created our solar system became “Tiamat,” in Babylonian mythology, a primordial goddess of
the ocean. They viewed the story backwards in time. They wanted to know “Given Mozart’s

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/23/world/23priest.html?emc=eta1
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/journey-of-the-universe-brian-thomas-swimme/1101567631?ean=9780300171907&itm=1&usri=journey%2bof%2bthe%2buniverse
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symphonies, what is the nature of the dynamics of the universe that could have led to such a
structure?” (p. 23)

The authors of Journey of the Universe don’t expressly relate what they were attempting to the
purposes given in The Universe Story. If The Universe Story was grand and sweeping in its
scope, Journey of the Universe is minimalist. It is brief—the text is 118 pages and the page size
is that of a small paperback. The authors give the book’s purpose as “an invitation into
grandeur.” (p. 2).

Its starting point is “We are the first generation to learn the scientific dimensions of the
universe.” (p. 2-3). The authors state the universe is “a single immense energy event that began
as a tiny speck that unfolded over time to become galaxies and stars, palms and pelicans, the
music of Bach, and each of us alive today.” Then simplifying The Universe Story’s statement
“The most significant change in the twentieth century, it seems, is our passage from a sense of
cosmos to a sense of cosmogenesis,” (Universe Story, p. 2), the authors of Journey of the
Universe state, “The great discovery of contemporary science is that the universe is not simply a
place but a story—a story in which we are immersed, to which we belong, and out of which we
arose.” (Journey of the Universe, p.2). All cultures, they say, organize themselves around stories,
stories particular to the people in the culture, but this story is “the story of the story.” It is the
“integrating story, the “universe story,” the story of how everything and all capacities developed
through time. (p. 4)

In Journey of the Universe, the universe story begins where physical cosmology says it begins, in
the Big Bang, or as the authors write, a “great flaring forth of light.” The authors tell the story of
the journey of the universe as a parent might tell a child the story. In answer to the meaning,
nature and purpose questions that the scientific story raises, the authors weave into it the most
essential meaning-giving explanations, such as: The universe is bonded. From the very beginning
the universe moved toward relationships. The universe unfolded. It involved sharing. The
universe expanded, at just the right rate, a moment faster or slower and we would not be.
Remarkable transformation followed remarkable transformation. The universe was emergent. At
first light scattered, but a transformation occurred and light was able to travel in straight lines.
The universe became transparent, suddenly there was light as we know it.

The authors ask how are we to understand the beauty of the universe or its vastness or its
complexity? To account for these features, the authors appeal variously to self-organizing
dynamics, creativity inherent in the universe, and number and pattern. Self-organizing dynamics
are a kind of formal dynamic structure inherent in nature. A simple example is a whirlpool of
water that can persist through time, a dynamic form also reflected in the spiral galaxies.

With respect to the universe’s creativity, they write, “The forms of creativity that pervade nature
are neither haphazard nor determined but are rather, profoundly exploratory, capable of bringing
forth such a display of magnificence that it endlessly evokes our wonder.” (p. 53) Nature has no
blueprint. The creativity is not that of an engineer, but of a child exploring, driven by a passion
to exist, to grow, to attain new capacities and forms. “Life’s creativity is a groping and
sometimes chaotic process, it is also a learning process.” (p. 61)
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The universe proceeds through adaptation and memory—memory is possible through number
and pattern. Pythagoras rightly taught, “The essence of the universe is number; the heart of the
universe is revealed in pattern.” (p. 58)

The authors do not attempt to solve the great philosophical riddles and controversies of our time.
Mind simply emerges. “The power of complexity that organizes the follow of chemicals between
the cells is the basis for . . . mind,” they write. (p. 65) But they do not state that those complex
relations are mind or that they are not, or what the relation of body and mind is. They are more
informed observers telling a story, than analysts explaining the story or interpreters giving its
meaning.

They say their book is “an invitation to grandeur. “I don’t know what other word they might
have used than “grandeur.” It could have been wonder or joy or mystery or greatness. Many
words used by the author’s to describe the unfolding universe are hints to what evokes the
experience of grandeur: enormous, crystallized, shimmering, surprising, vast, absorbing,
frenzied, deepening, complexity, generate, marvel, and many more.

They have no metaphysical explanations for the violence, destruction and uncertainty in the
universe process, nor do they refute any. They only offer a kind of path, one might say a spiritual
path, an orientation to the universe of creative participation. They say, “Rather than demanding a
rational explanation of destruction, or insisting on eliminating all violence, we might aim instead
at orienting ourselves creatively in the midst of destructive processes. Such an orientation is
powerfully present in nature, especially in the predator-prey relationships found throughout the
natural world.” (p. 69) They continue, “Though we are not able to eliminate violence from Earth
or the universe, there is the possibility we will move forward in ways that diminish the
destruction. And we may orient ourselves with its presence in a manner that is creative or life-
enhancing.” (p. 69). With regard to death, they suggest we might situate death in the great cycles
of nature, processes where death nurtures new life. (p. 69) Final answers, the author leave as
mystery. (p. 69-70). In many senses theirs is a naturalistic faith, faith in the processes of the
universe. Salvation is creative participation in the universe.

The final part of the journey of the universe is the human, the deepest mystery of the universe.
With respect to the origin of the human, the authors give a narrative account of human
development. Human symbolic consciousness is described but not explained. The expansion of
humans around the Earth and the development of cultures and civilization is described but not
explained. The human as a planetary presence and a dominating influence is described but not
explained. This is an existential account of the phenomenon of the human.

Journey of the Universe culminates in two chapters on “Rethinking Matter and Time,” and
“Emerging Earth Community.” In these chapters, the authors do enter into philosophical
reflection. The authors ask, why, since we have learned so much from science and science is
intended to make a better world, do we cause such damage to Earth as a living community and
largely avoid seeing that we are destroying something that required billions of years to develop?
In answer they focus on the understanding of matter and time in the modern period. Natural
philosophy in the modern period, they write, “had three tenets: that all things were composed of
tiny particles of matter; that these particles were purely material, without any degree of
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subjectivity [(they were passive and inert)], and these particles moved according to fixed
mathematical laws.” (p. 104) Time was detached time from the cycles of nature and mechanical,
linear, clock time was invented, the time of factories and of remaking Earth. As a rebuttal to the
passive, inert and mechanistic understandings of nature, the authors call attention to the self-
organizing dynamics of nature and the stupendous achievement of rocks over time becoming
flowers and animals. With respect to mechanical time, they call attention to “time as a matter of
creative emergence.” (p. 108). They say to really understand time is to understand we live in the
time of the universe, cosmological time.

In the chapter on “Emerging Earth Community,” the authors acknowledge the despair and
uncertainty humans experience in facing the future. In the context of the universe story, they ask,
what are the role and purpose of the human? They answer:

Perhaps our destiny has something to do with this desire to journey [to the new] and to
experience the depths of things. Perhaps that is why we are here—to drink so deeply of
the powers of the universe we become the human form of the universe. Becoming not just
nation-state people, but universe people. Becoming a form of human being that is as
natural to the universe as the stars of the oceans; knowing how we belong and where we
belong so that we enhance the flourishing of the Earth community. (pp. 222-23)

They give as guides the sense of wonder—the wonder we feel as we see the stars, and
empathy—that sense of all-surrounding compassion we may feel when enveloped by the ocean.
And they offer as assurance, the journey of the universe itself, which though filled with twists
and turns and sometimes destruction has in the great arc of its journey brought forth this
magnificence . . . and it will continue to do so.

One wonders to whom this thin volume will speak. It tells a simple story (albeit by simplifying a
very complex story) in a straight forward way. It is on the whole naturalistic. The universe needs
no explanation other than itself. The source of faith and inspiration in Journey of the Universe is
the universe itself. The book makes no grand pronouncements, only gentle guidance and some
suggestions of things that must be attended to. Its purpose is to ground people in cosmic time,
and to evoke wonder and empathy, and a sense that we need to see our purpose in the
continuance of the journey and the flourishing of what the universe has brought about.

This is a very different book than The Universe Story. The Universe Story develops at length
philosophical principles and engages in a deep cultural critique. It makes assertions, such as we
are coming to the end of the Cenozoic Era. It doesn’t contrast inert, passive matter with self-
organizing matter, but rather with psychic matter. It describes Earth as organic. It declares that
the universe is a communion of subjects not a collection of objects and that this is the central
commitment in the new era of life on Earth, the Ecozoic Era. It devotes an entire chapter to the
characteristics of the Ecozoic Era, which includes a trenchant critique of industrial society. The
positions taken in The Universe Story evoke great controversy.

I think the authors of Journey of the Universe sought to side-step these controversies and simply
let the scientific story of the universe speak.
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It will not, however, satisfy everyone. The authors make no attempt to satisfy those who reject
evolution. It poses a quandary in the dialogue of religion and science. The universe in Journey of
the Universe needs no God, it is sufficient in itself. Perhaps this approach, being not grounded in
any particular dogma, leaves open the possibility of each tradition reaching out and interpreting
the meaning of the story in the particular tradition. Or perhaps, the invitation to religions is to
consider the science in re-thinking issues of cosmology and God’s participation in the world. On
the other hand religionists may miss references to, or acknowledgement of, the divine. Some
who are philosophically oriented will wonder if Journey of the Universe takes the reader far
enough into the issues addressed in The Universe Story that are above-mentioned as
controversial, and if, by avoiding doing so, an opportunity has been missed to take the reader to a
new understanding of the nature of the world.

It seems to me, that in writing this book, Journey of the Universe, the authors must have cleared
away, and cleared away, and cleared away, to bring to the reader the essence of the universe
story as disclosed in modern science and to only lightly mention the issues and concerns this
story raises. They present the story with little comment, much as an artist might do in presenting
a work of art, in order to let it speak to each reader as it will. It is unencumbered. It is an
invitation to knowledge, wonder, empathy, and participation.

This is its value. It is a good book.

Rose Anne Sands, Nature’s Spirit Messages (Spruce Pine,
NC: Rose Ann Sands, 2011)
Reviewed by Herman Greene

Thomas Berry lamented that we have become autistic to the natural
world. He asserted we need to have an intimate rapport with the
natural world if we are to have a viable future. He saw nature as the
primary teacher. Further, nature taught not just in external ways, as
when we observe its functioning, but in internal ways when we

participate in its consciousness.

In The Great Work, Berry writes:

[The] qualities that we identify with the human…we observe throughout the natural
world. Even at the level of the elements we observe self-organizing capacities [and] the
capacity for intimate relationships. [These pervasive psychic abilities] are so impressive
that we must consider that modes of consciousness exist throughout the universe….
[Each] being has its own spontaneities [arising from within, and they] express the inner
value of each being in such a manner that we must say of the universe that it is a
communion of subjects, not a collection of objects. (pp. 81-82)

Berry affirmed the wisdom of indigenous people with their awareness of primordial abiding
numinous presence in nature, and an intimate association with the beings, rhythms, moods,
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powers and grandeur of the natural world, and a sense of a cosmic order that becomes the
ultimate referent of any human understanding. (p. 177)

Rose Anne Sands enters this world of intimacy as a native. Her childhood included living on a
Native American Reservation in Washington Site at Neah Bay. She lived for a time with a
Native American Shaman, Two Elite Moons, in West Texas. Her mother embodied wildness.
Rose Anne became immersed in Indian spirituality (in India). She came to understand
“Everything in Nature brings us messages from the invisible world of Spirit.” (p. v) “The
animals we meet in Nature are a wonderful way to connect with the messages from the invisible
world and our inner true Self.” (p. vi)

She quotes her teacher’s guru, Maharaj Gaganjiri as saying:

All those who are eager to initiate themselves into Yoga (union with God) should spend
some time in natural surroundings. Nature has a continuous imperceptible influence on
your mind and body. This is why it is the duty of everyone who desires to attain Sadhana
(God consciousness) to be in close contact with Nature.

And from her own contact with “snakes, hawks, deer, coyotes, a wolf, bobcats, bears, foxes,
roadrunners, wild turkeys, tortoises, bullfrogs, tarantulas, many new types of insects like a
hummingbird moth, and . . . cows and horses,” (p. vi) she tells her stories of twelve encounters
and their spirit messages to her. Rose Anne tells, for example, of how the heron taught her to be
true to herself, the spider taught her to develop her creative side, and the turtle taught her to live
simply on mother Earth.

Rose Anne provides her own spirit lessons in telling these stories. She offers an account of her
experience with an animal and how that evoked a spirit message in her. There is no exact
correspondence between the animal and the message. Yet that is the way it is if one listens to the
inner side of nature. It does not teach didactically. Nature’s messages come as intuitions, as
pushes. This is the way nature gives her spirit messages.

Rose Anne offers to us the messages she has received and teaches us how to be receptive to
nature’s spirit messages.

This book is available on Amazon and from www.roseannesands.com

* * * * *

CES’s mission is to advance new understandings and ways of living
for an ecological age.

To become a member of CES, send a letter to CES at 2516 Winningham Road, Chapel Hill, North
Carolina 27516, USA, with your contact information and dues. Dues for each calendar year

are US$35 (individual or family); outside USA, Canada and Mexico, add US$10 if you
wish to receive print copies of The Ecozoic. Sustaining Member US$135.

CES also accepts members who pay lesser dues or no dues.
You may pay your dues online at www.ecozoicstudies.org.

Contributions are welcome.

http://www.roseannesands.com/
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