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Seeking integral community
in an ecological age . . . .

“Ecozoic” means “house of life.” An “Ecozoic Society” means a society of life.
* * *

The “Ecozoic Era” is a time of mutually enhancing relationships
among humans and the larger community of life.

* * *
The “Great Work” is living the promise of the ecozoic.

In this issue: “The Future of the Center for Ecozoic Studies”, by Herman Greene.

The Future of the Center for Ecozoic Studies (Prepared for CES Service Group Meeting in Chapel
Hill, NC, September 13, 2008)

I am going to speak this morning about the future of the Center for Ecozoic Studies. I do this with
more than a little trepidation because I believe the future requires a lot of us. Let’s consider what
possibilities lie ahead for us and how we can respond to those possibilities.

The Great Work

When I lived in New York, I went to Marble Collegiate Church. It is best known for being the
church where Norman Vincent Peale was pastor, but that was before my time. The pastor when I was
there was Arthur Caliandro. Dr. Caliandro preached practical sermons about how we could meet our daily
challenges successfully. One of his favorite admonitions was “make your life count.” He wrote a book by
that name.

Some of you will remember the Jewish psychologist Viktor Frankl, the author of “Man’s Search for
Meaning.” He wrote about his experiences in Auschwitz and the struggle to find meaning in the midst of
suffering. He said that we seek fulfillment in many things that are not fulfilling. His insight was that those
who find meaning in life, those who live purpose-driven lives, are the most fulfilled.

Dr. Caliandro and Dr. Frankl speak to a similar theme. Each person seeks meaning in his or her
life, some purpose to live for and by. People want to know in some way that their lives count. For one’s
life to count means one undertakes something beyond oneself in service to others. We have been offered
an opportunity to find meaning in our lives in participating in what Thomas Berry has described as “the
Great Work.”

In each historical epoch, he says, people are given a “Great Work” to do. It is something we find
ourselves thrown into by virtue only of being born in a certain time and place. The task may seem
overwhelming, one coming in response to some huge historical difficulty, but just as we are given our
historical task by some power beyond ourselves, we must also believe we are given the abilities to fulfill
this task.



The Great Work into which we and our children are born, Thomas says, comes in response to the
devastation of the planet caused by human activity. We are facing a breakdown in the life systems that
can only be understood by comparison with events that marked the great transitions in the geo-biological
eras of Earth’s history, such as the extinction of the dinosaurs and countless other species when the
Mesozoic Era ended and our present Cenozoic Era began. Our task is to move from our modern
industrial civilization with its devastating impact to that of benign presence. This move to benign presence
he calls the Ecozoic Era, a time of mutually enhancing relationships among humans and the larger
community of life.

There are, of course, many problems. Each of us has his or her personal problems of one kind or
another. All of our communities have their problems. There are problems of war, poverty and sickness.
There are interpersonal problems of all kinds and the problem of the self. Each of our institutions has
needs. Addressing so many of these problems is a great work, how can it be then that we or Thomas
Berry could really say there is one Great Work with a capital “G” and a capital “W”? Is it because the
problem addressed by this Great Work is greater than, is more pressing than, or is inclusive of the rest?
This is a question you must ask yourself as you consider whether this is really the Great Work. And if the
Great Work is indeed “the Great Work” with a capital “G” and a capital “W,” what does this have to do with
the Center for Ecozoic Studies? Does this center have some especially important role to play?

History of the Center for Ecozoic Studies

Let’s consider for a minute what this center is. Factually it officially began on January 1, 2000,
though the first meeting was held in December 1999 and the concept paper for the center was written in
August 1999. Early on we decided to publish a journal. Dirk Spruyt suggested the name The Ecozoic
Reader, and the name stuck. The first issue had a magnificent piece, which I wrote but didn’t really write.
It was called “Thomas Berry’s Great Work” and in it I pulled together many passages from the book The
Great Work in a way that offered a clear presentation of its key themes. Since that time we have
published many wonderful articles, poems and works of art. The Reader has never had broad circulation,
at most around 700, but it has had its impact and has developed a loyal following. The publication of the
Ecozoic Reader has been the primary work of CES.

In addition to The Reader, CES has carried out important work in China. Because of my
connections to the International Process [Philosophy] Network, I have had the privilege of going to China
four times since 2002. On each trip I have spoken at several universities and in my 2006 trip I joined John
Cobb, Paoli Soleri and William Rees, among others, in leading two conferences on urban ecology.
Further articles I have written have been published in academic journals in China, including the one on
Thomas Berry’s Great Work. People who translated these papers were especially affected by them. One
woman changed her career, obtained a Ph.D. in religion and ecology and now teaches that subject in
China. Another woman began a Center for Ecozoic Studies at Shenyang University of Technology in
Shenyang, China. Also, we arranged for the translation and printing of Thomas Berry’s book, The Great
Work, in China.

People who have been connected with CES have undertaken important works. Ellen LaConte
began the writing of her book, Critical Mass, which she is still diligently working to finish and publish. John
Cock began his daily reflections that are now read by around 1,000 people each day. Susannah Lach
Tuttle, who interned at CES, left to work at the Sustainability Office of UNC Chapel Hill and is now
employed in green design. Tim Watson has come up with a whole new way of thinking about houses and
is about to build a demonstration house. Alcee Loyd became Executive Director of North Carolina
Interfaith Power and Light. Readers of our publication have taken on ventures too numerous to mention.

With regard to the staff and operations of CES, we have always been all volunteer and have had
our office in the home of Sandi and me. Our volunteer Service Group once numbered around 25. Our
group of volunteers numbers around 10 now. In our first year, our income from donations was about
$10,000. In the past year we took in about $4,000 through membership dues and donations. We have not
had an active Board of directors, but rather have operated under the guidance of a Coordinating
Committee composed of Sandi Greene, Laura Baldwin, Tim Watson and me.



The Foundations and Structure of the Center and New Shoots of Life

These are some of our accomplishments and this sets forth some of the characteristics of CES as
an organization. What I have spoken about would not, however, account for how CES might have an
especially important role to play in the Great Work. To understand why CES might have a such a role you
need to know the foundation that has been laid, the structure that has emerged, and the new shoots of
life that are springing up. From these we can discern the distinctive role of CES.

A large part of the foundation for CES is found in the works of Thomas Berry, and his works are a
synthesis of the works of many other people both ancient and modern. Drawing on this common
foundation, those who have been involved with CES pulled together our “Foundational Statements” and
our “Foundational Essays.” I am going to give you two of the Foundation Statements, one on the logo,
motto, purpose and operations of CES and the other on “Twelve Understandings of the Ecozoic Era.”
These two documents are the basis of almost all of the work of CES. It took a long time before these
documents came together. These and the other Foundational Documents provide a solid base for the
work of this center.

Two summers ago, in 2006, the Center conducted an Internet dialogue. The occasion for this
dialogue was to deal with a breakdown that had occurred in connection with an attempt to begin a large
“Ecozoic Ark” project. We were at a moment when feelings had been hurt and some were offended by
events that had occurred. It seemed necessary to set forth what CES was, and over a period of six weeks
this was done. What came out of this dialogue were the current mission statement of CES and our current
structure. The mission statement is that the mission of CES is to offer through dialogue a vision of an
ecozoic society and contribute to its research, education and the arts. The structure of CES is, in outline,
(i) publications, (ii) support of artists and writers for the ecozoic, (iii) wisdom projects, (iv) education and
events, and (v) global services.

At this time, there are new shoots of life springing up that are shaping the future of CES. Some
have arisen in response to yet more challenges and others have come as unexpected surprises. The
Wisdom of Women group is one of those shoots. For more than a year Joanna Haymore, Nancy Rickard,
Ann Loomis and Wendy Burkland worked with men and women authors to illuminate the source of
ecozoic wisdom found in women. The issue of The Reader they produced and published this winter is our
most widely distributed ever. It inspired many and gave rise to many new CES members. Over the last
year, we decided to change our main publication and, with the soon to be published issue on “Cosmology
and the Ecozoic Society,” the publication, The Ecozoic: Reflections on Life in an Ecological Age, will
come into being. Nathan Rollins had a semester off between college and graduate school this winter. He
spent a very large portion of this time rebuilding the website for CES, and now www.ecozoicstudies.org is
outstandingly attractive and useful. It has many, many functions that will enable our website to serve the
needs of this center internally and externally for years to come. This spring and summer a succession of
new people have come into the life of our Center. Caroline Webb who developed the website www.earth-
community.org, in my view the best website for introducing people to Thomas Berry, got in contact with us
and asked us to coordinate some of her work and also asked that her work be housed in CES for the
present time. In two weeks she will release a DVD on Thomas, something I am really looking forward to.
You should visit her site and enjoy, be inspired, and learn. Allysyn Kiplinger of San Francisco, who has a
long history of work on ecozoic matters and is in love with the term “ecozoic,” called and asked if she
could work with us in establishing the Ecozoic Center for the San Francisco Bay Area. Recently ecozoic
author Sheri Ritchlin, and ecozoic artist Angela Manno stayed with the Greenes as they journeyed to visit
with Thomas. While there are many other shoots, some of which you know and I don’t, I’ll close by
mentioning all of the wonderful tributes to Thomas Berry we have received in connection with the coming
issue of The Ecozoic on this great man.

The Distinctive Role of CES

So what is the distinctive role of CES? In its history there were many competing ideas of what the role of
CES should be. Over time a distinctive role won out. That role, as I see it is to articulate, through



dialogue, foundational understandings of an ecozoic society and apply those foundations to an emerging
vision of such a society and contribute to its realization.

Let’s look at the evidence for this. What other organization has such a clear focus on an ecozoic society?
What other organization in our field has gone to such length to set forth key foundational understandings?
What other organization in our field has had such an interest in clarifying ecozoic concepts? What other
organization in our field has worked so carefully in editing materials for publication so as to allow writers
to clarify their own thinking?

It is important to be aware of our focus on the ecozoic society. In a sense, one might say ours is a
humanistic enterprise. We are trying to understand and envision the role of humans and their civilizational
presence in an emerging ecological era. This can only be done by placing humans in a universe context
and the evolutionary dynamics that constitute the universe.

Take a look at the “Expanded Statement of Purpose” on the “Logo, Motto, etc.” handout before you. This
describes the focus of CES and out of that focus comes our distinctive role. Take a look at “The Twelve
Understandings of the Universe” handout before you. Every effort of CES in some way involves
communication and embodiment of these understandings.

CES is at bottom an educational and publishing institution. We have discovered good news for our time
and it is the promise of the Ecozoic. We have been offered a sense of the historical mission of our time,
and it is the Great Work. So we teach and publish to the world this good news and historical mission.
Artistic expression is one means of teaching and publishing for us--possibly, in the end, the most
important of all.

A Tangent on the Limitations of Our Work

There are many activities that are important. Our activities are limited . . . another way of putting this is
that we are focused. Given this we must recognize that foundationalism can become fundamentalism and
ever guard against this. What we offer does not narrow people and restrict their perceptions of reality and
their responses to it. Our foundations are those which every person must take into account to live
effectively in an ecological age. Also, given that we are focused, we must recognize that we do not
embody all of the modalities through which those things we consider important may be communicated. I
believe the best way to understand this is by analogy to the Catholic religious orders—some are
contemplative orders, some teaching and some focus on helping the poor, sick and disabled. No one
order is a sufficient expression of the Catholic faith and mission. So we, with our focus on education and
publishing are not complete expressions of the Great Work, but if one is to be something, one has to be
some-thing. One must have an identity and focus to serve.

The Work of CES in 2008-2009

Should We Continue?

Whatever CES has been in the past, this has constantly to be renewed and recreated. I am reminded by
the ceremonies and celebrations related to New Year’s Day, that such renewal and recreation can be
chaotic and uncertain. We take it for granted that the Winter Solstice will lead to Spring, but this is not
necessarily a given. At the turning there is anxiety, confusion and great hope.

In this past week I have gone through my own succession of deaths and rebirths as I have thought about
CES. More than once I said to myself, “Let’s just publish this issue on Thomas” and then we will stop.
There are so many groups that are better able to carry on this work.” The heaviness I have felt relates to
my belief that for CES to become what it needs to be, it must grow and have paid staff. It must become
an institution—rent, staff, the full catastrophe!

I have never built such an institution and feel inadequate to do so. It calls for skills that even in my long
career I have not developed. “But,” I ask myself, “can we go on with such irregular performance and such



a small membership and circulation? Will this merit our efforts if we continue as we are? Is it even
possible to continue as we have?”

I do not think we can continue as we have. I believe we will peter out, though through my own dogged
efforts and those of you who remain we could still carry on for some time. The problem, as I see it, is not
the sacrifice it requires of us few to carry on, it is that we are not realizing our promise.

I look at what we put out and I say to myself, “There is nothing better in our field,” and I say, “We offer a
distinct niche and venue for people who wish to publish their ideas, hopes and dreams in our space.” I do
not believe that ultimately this is a narrow niche. I believe it is a wide domain that is waiting to be opened
up. It is a domain that does not diminish the ecozoic efforts of others. It should augment those other
efforts. But those other efforts do not provide substitutes for the domain we are opening up. We have a
distinctive role to play.

How Should We Continue?

I look around and see who is active in CES. I am tempted to say we just don’t have the people or
resources. Then I am reminded that in the beginning all great things are small. So I am sure if our cause
is right, we will be given the people and resources we need.

One place I am starting to bring about a CES that is up to the task is by building a Board. Our potential
Board members may feel as inadequate to the task as I do. I have preliminarily asked Jim Peacock and
Bill Peck to join me and Tim Watson on the Board. Dr. Peacock and Dr. Peck are highly distinguished
professors with outstanding records of leadership in organizations big and small. They can help us begin
this transition.

I am calling for greater participation and accountability in our editorial efforts, both in our print and our
web publications.

I am offering the possibility for CES to become a virtual organization and involve people in our work both
near and far. People like Allysyn Kiplinger in California, Heloise Lynn in Texas, and Fred Lanphear in
Washington State will become the norm, though this will not change the need for a strong core group in
this area.

I could go on, but in the end, how we are to continue is in significant part up to you and so I am going to
turn to you now to discuss this.

Is the Great Work the Great Work?

I will close with my own reflection on whether the Great Work designated by Thomas Berry is the Great
Work with a capital “G” and a capital “W.” I do believe it is. The problem addressed by the Great Work is
seldom the most immediate problem. A flat tire or a war can easily take precedence. Weapons of mass
destruction along with environmental degradation are the two threats that could end life as we know it. It
would be difficult to argue that stopping global warming is more immediately important than stopping the
spread of nuclear weapons and disarmament (about which you hear little today).

But nothing is of the magnitude of the disruption of the life systems of Earth. And no cause requires such
a comprehensive evaluation and renewal of the human project as the ecological crisis. At bottom the
principles we advance for the transition of humans to an ecological age, to an ecozoic society, including,
as Thomas always emphasizes, providing a cosmological base for society, are those principles that are
most capable of alleviating the more immediate problems in the long run.

I am confident that we are about the Great Work and that CES has an especially important role to play.

Herman Greene
hfgreene@mindspring.com



* * * * *
The mission of CES is to offer a vision of an ecozoic society and

contribute to its realization through research, education and the arts.

If you like to become a member of CES, you may do so by sending a letter to CES at 2516 Winningham Road,
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 with your contact information and dues. Annual dues are US$30 (individual or family);

reduced price, US$20; outside U.S.A., Canada and Mexico, add US$10. Sustaining Member US$130.
Contributions are welcome.


