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¿Qué Pasó? CES Monthly (?) Musings
By Herman Greene

Writing and sending out the CES Monthly Musing never made it to the top of the list for CES this winter
and spring. Our focus has been on the Ethical-Spiritual Initiative in connection with Rio+20, described
below. As we are now publishing at various intervals, we are re-naming this newsletter CES Musings.
Therefore, in each issue we will indicate its publication date and when the last issue was published.
While this online publication will continue to cover “muse, news, and reviews of an ecological age,” we
will no longer formally divide the articles into these categories.

Rio+20: Third UN Earth Summit (June 20-22), Sustainability Dialogues (June 16-
19), and People’s Summit (June 13-23, 2012) Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
By Herman Greene

Since October 2011, I have been involved on behalf of CES and in connection with other
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in advocacy action related to Rio +20. I was new to UN
processes, so I undertook a brief study of the UN. I found it to be a bewildering sprawl of activities and
organizations, many with slight capacity. Yet, I was struck by the awareness that it is the only truly
international institution on Earth and the most important forum for debating global issues. One article I
read about the UN defined it simply as the place where people bring their highest hopes for the world
with the intent of bringing about change and this is what makes it important. This corresponds to my
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experience in engaging in the Rio+20 process through three preparatory meetings in New York and
through work with a number of NGOs on an ethical-spiritual initiative, which is described in another
article in this issue of CES Musings.

The Rio+20 process is almost comprehensive. It directly involves the UN Commission on Sustainable
Development and all 193 UN-member states, and indirectly it involves all UN bodies, thousands of
NGOs, and businesses and political interests on all levels. The end point will be the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development, which will be held in Rio de Janeiro from June 20-22. Over 115
heads of states have committed to attend making it the “Third Earth Summit.” The conference has two
major themes: (a) a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication;
and (b) the institutional framework for sustainable development. The final results of the two-years of
activities and negotiations leading up to the conference will be contained in the outcome document.
The official UN website for the event is www.uncsd2012.org, and the Stakeholder Forum maintains a
website oriented towards NGOs at www.earthsummit2012.org.

Preceding the governmental conference will be Sustainable Development Dialogues, hosted by Brazil.
High level representatives of civil society and the scientific community will engage in dialogues on the

following: (1) Sustainable development for fighting poverty; (2) Sustainable development as an answer
to the economic and financial crises; (3) Unemployment, decent work, and migration; (4) The economics
of sustainable development, including sustainable patterns of production and consumption; (5) Forests;
(6) Food and nutrition security; (7) Sustainable energy for all; (8) Water; (9) Sustainable cities and
innovation; (10) Oceans. The debates will be broadcast live through the UN website.

In addition civil society groups will offer numerous side (or topical) events in connection with the official
events, and there will be a “ People’s Summit ” organized by the Brazilian Civil Society Facilitating
Committee for Rio+20. The four main themes of the People’s Summit are:

 Ethical and philosophical fundamentals: subjectivity, domination, and emancipation
 Human rights, peoples, territories, and defense of Mother Earth
 Political subjects, the architecture of power, and democracy
 Production, distribution and consumption, access to wealth, common goods, and economies in

transition

Altogether over 60,000 people are expected to participate in the events in Rio.

Is “Sustainable Development” an Oxymoron?
By Herman Greene

Many deep green thinkers consider the term “sustainable development” an oxymoron. They reason the
future will either be based on sustainability or development, but not both. Further, the term is often
criticized as being uninspiring. People ask, “If I asked you how your marriage was, and you said it was
“sustainable,” what would that mean?” I know that Thomas Berry didn’t care for the term, and neither
did I until recently. I found myself using the term “by necessity” in business circles, but always choosing
another term, like “ecozoic,” “ecological,” or “flourishing Earth community” in other circles.

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=62
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=63
http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://www.earthsummit2012.org/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=596&type=13&menu=23
http://rio20.net/en/
http://rio20.net/en/ejes/ethical-and-philosophical-fundamentals-subjectivity-domination-and-emancipation
http://rio20.net/en/ejes/human-rights-peoples-territories-and-defense-of-mother-earth
http://rio20.net/en/ejes/political-subjects-the-architecture-of-power-and-democracy
http://rio20.net/en/ejes/production-distribution-and-consumption-access-to-wealth-common-goods-and-economies-in-transition
http://rio20.net/en/ejes/production-distribution-and-consumption-access-to-wealth-common-goods-and-economies-in-transition
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In becoming involved in the UN sustainable development process, I have had to change my mind. The
reason is that this is the language based on which the world’s dialogue concerning our future is being
carried on. There isn’t time to develop another language.

Second, as stated in The Jo’Burg Memo, what the term sustainable development lacked in clarity was
made up with inclusiveness. It brought all the players to one table, developers and environmentalists
alike. Although dozens of often conflicting definitions are given to the term, its strength is the power of
inclusion.

Third, the term, first introduced in Brundtland Report in 1987 and defined as “development that meets
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs,” rightly requires that we not separate environment from society. As stated by Gro Harlem
Brundtland, the Chair of the commission that published the report:

There were those who wanted [the Commission’s] considerations to be limited to "environmental
issues" only. This would have been a grave mistake. The environment does not exist as a sphere
separate from human actions, ambitions, and needs, and attempts to defend it in isolation from
human concerns have given the very word "environment" a connotation of naivety in some
political circles. The word "development" has also been narrowed by some into a very limited
focus, along the lines of "what poor nations should do to become richer," and thus again is
automatically dismissed by many in the international arena as being a concern of specialists, of
those involved in questions of "development assistance."

But the "environment" is where we all live; and "development" is what we all do in attempting
to improve our lot within that abode. The two are inseparable. (Emphasis added.)

Finally, I now understand sustainable development, not just as an isolated concept, but as a designation
of a process, especially a process related to the United Nations. It is a concept defined and refined over
a course of 40 years, notably in these conferences and proceedings:

1972 – United Nations Conference on the Human Environment held in Stockholm, Sweden. This
was the UN’s first international conference on the environment. So Rio+20 could also be
called Stockholm+40. The conference adopts the Stockholm Declaration.

1982 – The UN General Assembly adopts the World Charter for Nature.

1987 – Publication of the Brundtland Report (formally named “The Report of the World
Commission on Environment and Development”). This landmark report was an attempt
to reconcile the objectives of economic development and the environment. The
commission was established by a resolution of the UN General Assembly in 1983 and
disbanded after the report was published.

1992 – United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED, informal name
“Earth Summit”) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The 1992 Rio conference set forth a
comprehensive agenda for sustainable development called “Agenda 21.” This document
is over 300 pages long and is available for download from the United Nations bookstore.
So far as I can tell, it is still regarded as the comprehensive roadmap for sustainable
development and often-stated goal in the UN sustainable development process remains

http://www.worldsummit2002.org/publications/memo_en_with.pdf
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Brundtland_Report
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?documentid=97&articleid=1503
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/37/a37r007.htm
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Brundtland_Report
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“implement Agenda 21.” The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development is the
fundamental reference document in the UN sustainable development process.

The Rio conference had a governmental side and a nongovernmental side. This will also
be the case in Rio+20. The governmental side was long on goals, but short on actions.
The nongovernmental side spurred the work of many NGOs and perhaps had more
concrete outcomes.

1992 – The United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) was established
by the UN General Assembly in December 1992 to ensure effective follow-up of UNCED.

2000 – United Nations Millennium Summit held at UN headquarters in New York City. Its
purpose was to discuss the role of the United Nations at the turn of the 21st century. At
the summit world leaders ratified the Millennium Declaration, and three days later this
was adopted by the UN General Assembly.

Following the Millennium Summit, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which
were based on the Millennium Declaration, were adopted. There are eight goals, 21
targets and a series of measurable indicators for each target, all to be achieved by 2015.
The MDGs are

 eradicating extreme poverty and hunger,
 achieving universal primary education,
 promoting gender equality and empowering women
 reducing child mortality rates,
 improving maternal health,
 Combating HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases,
 ensuring environmental sustainability, and
 developing a global partnership for development.

2000 – The Earth Charter was adopted at a meeting of the Earth Charter Commission held at
UNESCO headquarters in Paris in March 2000. The Earth Charter was officially launched
at the Palace of Peace in The Hague in June 2000. While not an official UN document, it
is regarded as an important statement of values by UNESCO and is often regarded as a
summary of the values of sustainable development.

2002 – World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD informal name “Earth Summit 2002”
or “Second Earth Summit”) held in Johannesburg, South Africa. The summit adopted the
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development . This summit was considered by
many to be a setback, at least on environmental issues. The plan adopted at the summit
was criticized, for example, by the Heinrich Böll Foundation “for not having real new
commitments, targets and funding for implementation provided. [Critics also argued
that the summit] put poverty eradication in the forefront while advancing economic
growth as the main strategy for poverty eradication. This would result in the usual
recipes for economic growth.”

2005 – World Summit High-level Plenary Meeting of the 60th Session of the General Assembly
(2005 World Summit) held at the UN headquarters in New York City. This was a follow-
on meeting to the Millennium Summit. The appointment of John Bolton as US

http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?documentid=78&articleid=1163
http://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview.html
http://www.un-documents.net/jburgdec.htm
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Ambassador shortly before the summit was disruptive. Bolton argued against the
Millennium Development Goals, for UN reform, and against reproductive rights and
family planning and women’s rights generally as expressed in previous UN documents.
Sustainable development was not a major focus of this conference, except in the sense
of poverty alleviation and financing for development. The primary concerns were
security related.

2011 - 64th Annual United Nations Conference for Non-Governmental Organizations associated
with the Department of Public Information, on the theme “Sustainable Societies;
Responsive Citizens” held in Bonn, Germany in September 2011 (2011 UN DPI/NGO
conference). The United Nations Department of Public Information coordinates
relations with about NGOs that have consultative status with the UN. Its services to
NGOs include the annual UN DPI/NGO conference.

The themes of the annual conferences vary. The 64th NGO Conference held in 2011 was
on sustainable development and was conducted, in part, in preparation for Rio+20.
Conferees agreed to a declaration that covered Rio+20 and the 10 year anniversary of
voluntarism. The conference adopted the Bonn Declaration on Sustainable Societies;
Responsive Citizens. The portion of the on Rio+20 was the first attempt to put together
some ideas on Sustainable Development Goals, which were put on the table by
Columbia in June, 2011.

2012 – Preparation for, and holding of, the UN Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil on June 20-22, 2012 (Rio+20). Rio+20 stands in the line of the 1972
Stockholm Conference, the 1987 Brundtland Commission Report, the 1992 Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro, and the 2002 Earth Summit in Johannesburg.

There are three objectives of Rio+20: “Securing Political Commitment to Sustainable
Development,” “Assessing Progress Towards Internationally Agreed Commitments,” and
“Addressing New and Emerging Challenges.” At the PrepComm for Rio+20 held in May
2011 at the UN in New York City, the following issues were identified as new and
emerging challenges:

 The Financial Crisis
 Food Crisis
 Migration
 Energy Crisis
 Water Scarcity
 Biodiversity and Ecosystem loss
 Desertification
 Natural Disasters and the ability to prepare for and recover from them
 Achievement of the MDGs
 Globalisation
 Health Security
 Increased resilience at the national and global level, and
 Climate Security

While some of these challenges were not new, they had new dimensions, which taken
together, the PrepComm determined required renewed efforts and collective action.

http://www.lwv.org/files/UN Bonn Declaration.pdf
http://www.lwv.org/files/UN Bonn Declaration.pdf
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Rio+20 has two themes: “Green Economy in the Context of Poverty Eradication and
Sustainable Development,” and “Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development.”

The overall concern remains that sustainable development is a widely accepted concept
but not a day-to-day practical reality. In a sense, the sustainable development
initiatives, like the climate change initiatives, have remained a set of aspirational goals.
While there have been some successes, they have not substantially changed the
trajectory of events in a way to avert the crises they seek to address. While progress to
date on Rio+20 at the governmental level has been limited, there remains the possibility
that Rio+20 will break new ground and become a turning point. The possibilities for
significant action are expressed in the report of the High-Level Panel on Global
Sustainability (High Level Panel), “Resilient People, Resilient Planet; A Future Worth
Choosing.” They are also presented from the Civil Society side in the Bonn Declaration
discussed above and in the important report of the Stakeholder forum and the
Commonwealth Secretariat, A Pocket Guide to Sustainable Development Governance.

Some of the larger issues raised in the Rio+20 process include elevation of the status of
UNEP to that of a specialized agency, one that could be called the “World Environment
Organization,” on an equal level with the World Trade Organization, the development of
Sustainable Consumption Goals and Sustainable Production Goals, and more generally,
changes in fundamental ideas of development and sovereign and global responsibilities.

As was the case with the first Earth Summit, the activities in the non-governmental part
of Rio+20 are likely to be important in their own right.

The UN sustainable development process has involved all 193 member states, thousands of NGOs and in
various ways, the world’s business leaders. “Sustainable development” is the consensus language for
dealing with the competing issues of under-development, over-development, and the well-being of
humans, societies, and nature.

As stated earlier, given this important history and the significance of the dialogue that has taken place, ,
I do not believe there is time to develop an alternative language. This is the embedded global language
that will be used to deal with the critical challenges of the next 35 years. This is why I now embrace the
term “sustainable development” and no longer regard it as an oxymoron or as a term to be criticized in
principle. Of course, there is much room for interpretation and debate on its meaning and
implementation.

The Ethics and Spirituality Initiative for Sustainable Development in Connection
with Rio+20
By Herman Greene

This article sets a context for the above described initiative (ESI). The actions of ESI today are most visibly
represented by The People’s Sustainability Treaty for Sustainable Development. It is also manifested in a
Thematic Cluster of the NGO Major Group Organizing Partners. The thematic clusters are voluntary
associations of the NGO Major Group for the purpose of arriving at common policy positions and

http://www.un.org/gsp/sites/default/files/attachments/GSPReportOverview_A4 size.pdf
http://www.un.org/gsp/sites/default/files/attachments/GSPReportOverview_A4 size.pdf
http://www.un.org/gsp/sites/default/files/attachments/GSPReportOverview_A4 size.pdf
http://sustainabilitytreaties.org/draft-treaties
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&type=12&nr=343&menu=102
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lobbying strategies. The ESI Thematic Cluster is responsive to these recommendations of the UN
Secretary General’s High Level Panel on global sustainability states:

92. While government policies and technological innovation both have major roles to play in
helping move the world towards a sustainable pathway, the choices that people make are also
crucial and depend on broad considerations, such as political perspectives, habits, and ethical
values. For example, providing access to mass transit and automobiles powered by renewable
energy sources is only half the battle; individuals also need to value and choose mass transit in
order for society to reap its full benefits. Similarly, the global discourse is promoted through such
initiatives as the Earth Charter, which fosters awareness and shared responsibility for future
generations, global sustainability and cross-cultural dialogue.

99. Recommendation 14: The Panel welcomes discourse on the ethical dimensions of sustainable
development at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in 2012
among all stakeholders, based on relevant experience and instruments, including the Earth
Charter, to inform Governments in their efforts to shift to sustainable development.

The ESI will further develop at Rio+20 and continue thereafter.

Our Moment in History

The great fallacies of our modern globalized industrial civilization are

 humans may prosper without regard to the supporting community of life;

 some humans may prosper without regard to the needs of others in present and future
generations;

 all the rights belong to humans over nature, the rich over the poor, and the present over future
generations; and

 the quest for wealth and power over the conditions of existence are the ends of human
existence.

The modern vision has offered

 a new way of thinking

 advances in human rights, democracy, and economics

 the power of industry and technology

 a globalized, largely secularized civilization

 one world immediately linked by communications and connected by transportation and
migration

All modes of human civilization have problems and undergo continuing change. On only a few occasions,
however, have new visions or circumstances brought about great changes. We are at such a moment
where the human community is undergoing a change in its civilizational mode of presence. Indeed, this
change is unprecedented because it involves change in the geo-biological functioning of Earth itself. As
the ecologist Thomas Berry wrote: “In the future humans will have a comprehensive influence on almost
everything that happens. While humans cannot make blades of grass, in the coming age there may not
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be blades of grass except those that are accepted, protected, and fostered by humans.” The same may
be said of the diverse cultures and human communities.

Conditions necessarily limit the fruitful extension of the present industrial-economic civilization. It is not
coherent with the functioning of the planet, its prosperity leaves many untouched or in worse
conditions, it has largely destroyed indigenous and traditional ways of life leaving an unachievable path
for many, and it has undermined the wisdoms of the great civilizations. In short, modernity has
produced problems that modernity cannot solve.

A new vision has come of an ecological-cultural civilization or civilizations. This civilization will involve
greater cooperation at the global level and, at the same time, be grounded more in the historic
civilizations, in bioregions, and in local communities.

It will require comprehensive cultural and institutional reform.

It will be based on a new cosmological understanding of a purposeful and meaningful universe, and of
ecology as the functional cosmology of Earth.

The present transition has been described as being like fluid in a bottle passing through a bottle neck.
We will face intense pressures and seeming chaos at times.

Advances in ethics, spirituality, and culture will be as important to this transition and to the ecological-
cultural civilization we are entering as science, technology and economics have been to the modern
period.

Ethics must be re-understood, not, in the words of the philosopher Arran Gare,

as a kind of add-on, where after everything else has been worked out people then consider the
supposed ethical obligations of actors or the ethical implications of actions (as such it’s like using
a bicycle brake to stop a 747);

as with much of contemporary philosophy, as an effort that denies any relevance to efforts to
advance our understanding of the cosmos and our place within it to ethics and political
philosophy;

as an academic sub-discipline of ethics, which is a sub-discipline of philosophy, and as such, is
dissociated from political and social philosophy, which in turn have largely ignored the rise of
economics and the new discipline of public policy studies which have displaced them when it
comes to influencing how politics actually works; or

as environmental management, which is succeeding ecological ethics and emerging as a new
discipline offering training for a career in managing the environment, excluding others from the
field and reinforcing the division of roles, allowing the general public to leave environmental
issues to the experts.

But rather as something that is “inseparable from political philosophy, economics, science, religion,
culture and civilization and studies of the proclivities of individuals and societies for good and bad,
nobility and evil. Rather than standing above science, technology and economics as a set of injunctions,
ethics enters at the ground level determining how science, technology and the economy are to be
conceived.”
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Ethics binds us to equity, community, and shared responsibility. Equity has two dimensions: absolute
and relative. Absolute equity involves the demand to meet basic human needs, eradicate poverty, and
preserve life support systems. Relative equity concerns fairness.

With regard to spirit, the Triglav Circle’s submission to the Rio+20 compilation document provides key
guidance. Their submission offers this quote by Vaclav Havel and then continues:

Is not the essence of the environmental crisis related to the loss of respect for the order of
existence in which humankind is not the creator, but a mere component of its mysterious
meaning or spirit? . . . Is not the crisis the logical consequence of the perception of the world
as a complex of phenomena controlled by certain scientifically established laws and
[ignoring] questions on the meaning of existence and [the relevance] of metaphysics?

Absent in the present discourse is meaningful appreciation of the limits to humankind’s capacity
to learn the larger truths of existence through scientific rationality. Empiricism cannot frame all
the questions and provide all the answers. For Havel, only an awakening of the human spirit can
help society address the fundamental causes of the current environmental crisis. A prerequisite
for any effective environmental policy is a radical change in heart and spirit. Havel writes: “Only
humankind understanding of its place in the universe will allow the development of new models
of behavior, scales of values, and objectives in life and, through these means, to finally bind a
new spirit and meaning to specific regulations, treaties, and institutions.”

With regard to culture, we must first understand culture as the meaning-giving part of society, which
includes communal symbols, styles, and wisdom. It is that which makes humans human and civilizations,
civilizations. It exists in dynamic relation to other functional dimensions of society as is illustrated in
these triangles of the Institute of Culture Affairs:

In relation to the United Nations’ Sustainable Development process, culture needs to be understood as
the fourth pillar of sustainability. For culture, including its ethical and spiritual dimensions, to play its
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needed role, culture cannot be subsumed within the social pillar, which now has its own distinct
meaning.

Roles of ESI

The roles of the Ethics and Spirituality Initiative are to

 Critique

 Construct

 Connect

 Motivate (inspire)

 Guide (story, meaning, and value)

Critique concerns critiquing the abstractions that constitute the understandings of our contemporary
economic-industrial age and the effect and implications of these abstractions on the discourse of
sustainable development.

Construct means engaging in political philosophy, economic philosophy, scientific philosophy, religious
philosophy, and cultural philosophy as a new philosophical and theoretical framework for the future is
developed.

Connect concerns holism. Indeed one writer said that spirituality is the sensing of the whole. ESI is about
removing the false dichotomies, dualisms, bifurcations, and fragmentations of our current age. ESI is
about acting with attention to the whole and the values of beauty and life.

Motivate (inspire) concerns, as advocated in the Triglav Circle’s submission, enabling people to be
moved by those qualities of life associated with intellectual and artistic endeavors, a flourishing natural
environment, imagination, intuition and feeling, knowledge that comes from philosophical and
metaphysical reflection and a turn away from the limited motivations afforded by acquisition and
control.”

Guide (story, meaning and value) concerns fostering ethical and spiritual visions of the future, and new
narratives.

Rio+20 and the Earth Charter
By Richard Clugston

Richard Clugston is the Earth Charter International Coordinator for Rio+20. CES is working closely with
Dr. Clugston, especially on the Ethics and Spirituality Initiative. CES is also an endorser and advocate of
the Earth Charter. His report to the Earth Charter International Board, set forth below, is both
informative regarding Rio+20 and the activities of NGOs in the Rio+20 process.

Rio+20 offers unique opportunities to inspire and guide governments and civil society in embracing a
new development paradigm- creating the global economic and governance structures necessary to
realize a just, sustainable, and peaceful future.

http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/pages/Read-the-Charter.html
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During the past five Rio+20 negotiating sessions at the UN in New York, Earth Charter International (ECI)
has been:

1. Lobbying the UN member state negotiators to include a strong ethical framework, such as
the Earth Charter, in the outcomes of Rio+20, and to strengthen their nations'
commitments to education for sustainable development oriented to such strong
sustainability.

2. Contributing to building of the civil society movement that practices sustainable ways of
living and effectively demands the political will to create the future we want.

Negotiations on the Zero Draft of the Rio+20 Outcome Document:

In fall 2011, some 650 governments and NGOs, including ECI, sent recommendations for the outcomes
of Rio+20. These recommendations were put into a Compilation Document which was some 2500 pages
long. (31 submissions to the Compilation Document included the Earth Charter in their
recommendations, including four UN Member States—Armenia, Bolivia, Mexico and the Russian
Federation.)

The UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) staff analyzed these inputs and released a 19-
page first (Zero) draft of this outcome document on January 10th.

The delegations from the UN Member States met in New York from January 25-27 of January to develop
a strategy for revising this Zero Draft, then met again the last two weeks in March to make revisions.

The Earth Charter was referenced in the expanded Zero draft, as were many references to the need for
ethics and “strong” sustainability, for example by Russia, Jordan, the Holy See, the NGO Major Group,
and the Indigenous Major Group. The Earth Charter was also in the report of the high level panel on
global sustainability, and in the Royal Government of Bhutan’s input.

Many of the recommendations ECI sent into the Compilation Document were also included, for
example, ombudspersons for future generations, sustainable development goals, new measures of GDP,
the Precautionary Principle, a corporate sustainability responsibility convention, structures for
trusteeship for global common goods.

Following the March negotiations the 19-page Zero Draft became a two hundred page draft. The Rio+20
Co-Chairs boiled this draft down to some 70 pages for the second round of 'informal-informal'
negotiations on the zero draft of outcome document, held from April 23-May 4, 2012 in New York.

During these informals, negotiators split into working groups focused on different sections of the Co-
Chairs’ Draft. Over the two weeks, the draft document grew again, this time to 170 pages. The
governmental representatives made virtually no progress towards a consensus document. A few
seasoned negotiators speaking at a Major Groups meeting said that agreement on a final document was
not in sight.

Due to objections from various states, references to ethics/ ethical principles were bracketed or deleted
throughout the text, including references to the Earth Charter and the need for an ethical framework.
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Also bracketed were references to common but differentiated responsibility, rights, equity,
transparency, and participation.

The third round of 'informal-informal' negotiations on the draft outcome document occurred during the
period May 29-June 2, 2012 in New York. While progress was made on the outcome document, many
text provisions remained bracketed. There remains a North-South divide on policies, specifically on
assistance to be provided by the North and steps to be taken by the South. Also, provisions pertaining to
rights, equity, commitments etc. have not been agreed to.

The next stage in negotiations is the PrepComm to be held in Rio on June 13-15, with the final
conference to be held on June 20-22.

Civil Society Engagement

The collaboration between major groups/civil society and the UN/member states has evolved
considerably over the past 20 years. Mechanisms are in place for ongoing civil society input into the
negotiations and civil society is speaking increasingly with common, but differentiated, voices.
Representatives of the major groups, meeting with DESA representatives, have been drafting numerous
consensus interventions focused largely on retaining language referring to rights, equity, ethics,
planetary boundaries, common but differentiated responsibilities, and so forth, in the draft outcome
document.

Most civil society organizations/coalitions (as well as many UN staff and member states’ negotiators)
expect that what emerges from the negotiations will be terribly inadequate. The NGO major group, the
Stakeholder Forum, and others are preparing statements for Heads of State which they hope will be
more appealing than the outcome document. These would contain strong ethical principles/reference to
the Earth Charter, as would the Peoples Sustainability Treaties Manifesto in the Peoples Summit and
perhaps the Sustainable Development Dialogues.

Opportunities at Rio

At Riocentro

This is the location of the intergovernmental negotiations, where our lobbying will take place during the
Prepcom (13 Jun 2012 - 15 Jun 2012) and High Level Segment (20-22 June, 2012). It is also the location
for the official side events.

ECI is hosting a side event "Exploring synergies between faith values and education for sustainable
development" on 13 Jun 2012, 13:30 - 15:00.

UNESCO Paris commissioned a publication, managed by ECI, with this title to highlight the contributions
of diverse religions and faith traditions to education for sustainable development. This publication
emphasizes how different faith communities understand sustainable development. This side event will
present this publication, and will offer the opportunity for dialogue among several contributors to this
book and participants.
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It is co-organized by UNESCO (invited), Center for Environmental Education, India, Forum on Religion
and Ecology at Yale, Jacob Soetendorp Institute for Human Values, Bahai’ International Community, and
Soka Gakkai International.

ECI is also participating in other official side events:

Title: Social Justice for Future Generations
Date & Time Slot: 15 Jun 2012, 11:30 - 13:00
Lead Organizer: World Future Council
Co-organizers: World Future Council, Terre Des Hommes, Social Watch,
Rio+Twenties, Earth Charter International

Title: Imagine All the People: Advancing a Planetary Movement
Hosted by: The Widening Circle
Date & Time Slot: 17 JUN 2012, 17:30 - 19:00

Title: ESD as Driver of Change towards a Green Economy,
Hosted by: Center for Environment Education, India
Date & Time Slot: 15 Jun 2012, 17:30 - 19:00

ECI will also participate in the Sustainable Development Dialogues as the coordinator of the Thematic
Cluster on Ethical and Spiritual Values for Sustainable Development. The Dialogues, to be held in
Riocentro from June 16-19, will convene experts and stakeholders from civil society with a view to
defining recommendations that will be taken directly to the Heads of State and Government during
the High-Level Segment of Rio+20. This is organized by the Brazilian government and will involve a
limited number of NGO (and other major groups) representatives.

At the People’s Summit

Despite the conflicts plaguing the above Dialogues and the People’s Summit, and despite the chaos and
disorganization of it all, there are significant collaborative initiatives being developed by major civil
society players focused on Rio and beyond. The Stakeholder Forum is developing a strategy for 2012-
2015. It is working closely with the Peoples Sustainability Treaties process, the Widening Circle Initiative,
and organizers of the World Social Forum and Peoples Summit to build an effective civil society
movement to press for the economic and governance structures and policy commitments, that should
have been the outcome of Rio+20 process.1

ECI and the Earth Charter are making major contributions to these initiatives, as an official partner
organization in the Stakeholder Forum, the Peoples Sustainability Treaties process, and The Widening
Circle campaign.

Peoples’ Sustainability Treaties are proposed as a series of independent, collective agreements
produced by representatives of civil society, with the intention of being drafted and published prior to
the official UNCSD2012. They are planned as the alternative content outcome by civil society to reflect

1
Given the negotiations and the present draft of the outcome document, it seems certain that Rio+20 will

not result in major policy changes.
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the public interest and aspirations of a sustainable world, and will serve as a collection of proposals for
governments negotiating for official outcomes at the Summit.

ECI is coordinating a People's Sustainability Treaty on Ethical and Spiritual Values for Sustainable
Development. The emergence of a new ethical and spiritual consciousness supporting the transition to a
just, sustainable, and peaceful world is one of the most promising developments of the last sixty years.
This treaty will enable us to articulate the principles, policies, and practices necessary to support full
human development in a flourishing Earth community.

ECI is also contributing to the Widening Circle (TWC) efforts to enlarge and strengthen the global citizens
movement, nurturing the idea of global citizenship, and promoting integrated action. Along with the
Great Transition, the Earth Charter serves as a guiding vision for the future we want in the TWC
campaign. TWC’s presence in Rio includes convening a June 19th Call to Action for a global citizens
movement to be hosted by TWC and an invitation-only June 20th meeting of potential TWC
partners/circles.

Uchita de Zoysa, the initiator of the Peoples Sustainability Treaties, Tariq Banuri, Felix Dodds, Gustavo
Marin, and Candido Grzybowski from the World Social Forum, Kiran Chhokar from CEE, Paul Raskin, and
others, including me, are members of the coordinating circle of TWC. We are strategizing on how to
utilize the TWC structure and campaign as a vehicle for carrying forward the people’s treaties and other
initiatives from Rio.

The Wisdom of Youth: Children’s Sustainable Development Goals
From The Living Rainforest

The Living Rainforest, Berkshire, UK, ( www.livingforest.org) gathered secondary school students from
the Seychelles, Malta, Nigeria, Canada, and the UK at the International Schools Debate on May 17, 2012.
The students, in descending order of vote, determined these sustainable development goals:

1. Make environmental education fun and appealing
2. No-go areas to protect biodiversity
3. Emissions filters in all factories
4. Listen to communities
5. Make sure Rio+20 keep their promises
6. Plant more trees to replace those cut down
7. Greener energy for everyone, with incentives provided by government
8. Eco taxes
9. Better living and working conditions
10. Long-term environmental policies, not short-term political gain

* * * * *

To become a member of CES, send a letter to CES at 2516 Winningham Road, Chapel Hill, North
Carolina 27516, USA, with your contact information and dues. Dues for each calendar year are US$35
(individual or family). Dues for Sustaining Membersare US$135. CES also accepts members who pay
lesser dues or no dues. You may become a member online, pay your dues, or make a contribution at
www.ecozoicstudies.org.

http://www.livingrainforest.org/explore/schools-debate/childrens-sustainable-development-goals/
https://docs.google.com/open?id=0B9DkuXg1ngc9NzZmMDMyMDctOThlMS00Mzk1LWIwZTUtY2QxMDQ1MGI1MTky
http://www.ecozoicstudies.org/

