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The Chronicle  
By Alice Loyd (through March 31, 2015) 
 

CLIMATE 
 
In 2014 for the first time in 40 years, annual worldwide CO2 emissions did not rise. On March 
13 the International Energy Agency (IEA) announced that annual global emissions remained at 
32 gigatonnes in 2014, unchanged from the previous year. The agency reported that except for 
3 years when major economic downturns affected economic activity, global emissions have 
risen steadily during the 40 years it has been taking measurements. One factor might be 
decreased coal consumption by China as part of the effort to reduce pollution, but the IEA also 
mentioned weather and the relative price of oil, coal and gas as random contributors—along 
with some effort worldwide to use energy more efficiently. The report was accompanied by a 
strongly worded warning: IEA Executive Director Maria van der Hoeven said while the data was 
“encouraging,” this was “no time for complacency” and “certainly not the time to use this 
positive news as an excuse to stall further action.” bbc.com 

 
On March 31, 2015, the Obama administration 
submitted its carbon-reduction plan to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), committing to reduce 
emissions by 26-28% below 2005 levels by 2025, 
and to make best efforts to reduce by 28%. The 
submission, referred to as an Intended Nationally 
Determined Contribution (INDC), is a formal 
statement of the U.S. target announced in China 

last year. Russia, the EU and Mexico are also among the thirty-three nations responding to 
date, leaving developing giants China, India and Brazil yet to file their plans in anticipation of 
the UN climate talks scheduled to conclude in Paris in December. A Paris accord, if achieved, 
would mark the first climate agreement to include developed and developing countries alike, 
not just wealthier nations such as the United States. INDC plans are not legally binding. 
whitehouse.gov, usnews.com 
 

http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-31872460
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/03/31/fact-sheet-us-reports-its-2025-emissions-target-unfccc
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/03/31/obama-unveils-us-emissions-targets-for-un-climate-summit
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Federal policy in the U.S. increasingly recognizes the reality of climate change. On January 30 
President Obama issued an executive order to address current and future flood risks and 
protect taxpayer investments in flood-prone areas. The amended flood risk standard requires 
federal agencies to expand managed floodplains from the current base flood level to a higher 
vertical elevation and its corresponding horizontal floodplain. This change expands the area of 
agency responsibility by requiring departments and agencies to avoid both long- and short-term 
adverse impacts associated with floodplain occupancy and modification. It also requires them 
to avoid direct or indirect support of floodplain development wherever there is a practicable 
alternative. The new regulations will protect high-cost public investments like reservoirs and 
waste treatment facilities, which have long-term operation, maintenance, and repair programs. 
cleantechnica.com 
 
On March 12 the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced the agency will 
approve disaster preparedness funds only for states whose governors approve hazard 
mitigation plans that address climate change. Specifically, beginning in March 2016, states 
seeking preparedness money will have to assess how climate change threatens their 
communities. Most don’t have such plans because FEMA’s old 2008 guidelines didn’t require 
them. The policy doesn’t affect federal money for relief after a hurricane, flood or other 
disaster. coastalreview.org 
 
On March 19 President Obama signed an executive order to cut the federal government’s 
greenhouse gas emissions 40 percent over the next decade. The administration will also push 
federal agencies to get 30 percent of their power from renewable sources like wind and solar 
energy. The fact sheet states, “Since the federal government is the single largest consumer of 
energy in the nation, federal emissions reductions and progress across the supply chain will 
have broad impacts.” The effort will save taxpayers as much as $18 billion due to energy 
savings. thehill.com  
 
Individual U.S. states continue to resist the reality. In North Carolina, the state’s coastal 
science panel has altered its 2010 forecast of sea-level rise—again—in response to objections 
by coastal developers and Republican legislators. The original 2010 report warned of a 39-inch 
rise in sea level by the end of this century. The new version has seen the rise figure revised 
downward two times in the intervening years. A preliminary version in December 2014 
predicted a faster rise in sea level for the northern Outer Banks—where primordial geological 
forces are causing part of the North American land mass to sink—than on the southern coast. 
Those numbers varied from a range of 4 to 8.5 inches at Southport to a range of 6.5 to 12.1 
inches at Duck. The final version, to be released in draft form on March 31, 2015, looks just 30 
years into the future and predicts a milder increase during that period, but still will show a 
marked difference in sea-level rise at four different points along the coast. 
“There is a very strong message that sea level is rising,” says science panel chairwoman 
Margery Overton, a coastal engineering professor at NC State University. “And that in and of 
itself is a very important message to get across to this state.” newsobserver.com  
 

http://cleantechnica.com/2015/02/02/new-climate-measure-restricts-floodplain-development/
http://www.coastalreview.org/2015/03/fema-to-states-no-money-without-climate-plan/
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/236249-obama-to-seek-40-cut-in-federal-greenhouse-gases
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/state/north-carolina/article14049065.html
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In Florida, on March 8, 2015, several ex-state employees, as well as contractors, researchers 
and volunteers, were widely reported as saying they were told not to use the terms “climate 
change” and “global warming” in any official communications, reports or emails. Florida Center 
for Investigative Reporting (FCIR) affirms that references to climate change in Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) reports and documents plunged after Republican Rick Scott 
was elected governor. Nevertheless, the Department of Transportation is studying how to 
accommodate sea-level rise in future road plans, and how to protect existing infrastructure. 
The state's water management districts are modeling sea level rise projections. The DEP is 
managing the damage to the coasts and monitoring saltwater incursions into freshwater 
aquifers. They are preparing for the effects of climate change, while being careful not to use the 
phrase that might interfere with the execution of their duties. newrepublic.com  
 
The United States is not the only country divided about climate policy. On March 27, 2015, 
the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) reported that Turkey is spending 
US$730 million in subsidies for the coal industry, at a time when renewable energy is already 
cheaper than coal when external costs, such as health and environmental damage caused by 
burning coal, are taken into account. Subsidies for coal lock in coal power for another 
generation at least, and with the cost of wind and solar coming down rapidly, the investment is 
clearly contrary to Turkey’s commitment as a G20 country to phase out inefficient fossil-fuel 
subsidies. The report is one of an ongoing series of papers by IISD’s Global Subsidies Initiative 
that quantifies and evaluates subsidies for fossil fuels. iisd.org 
 
One of the consequences of climate change may be an increase in suffering from pollen 
allergies, according to Dr. Clifford W. Bassett, medical director of Allergy and Asthma Care of 
New York. Why? The triggering seasons will last longer, rising CO2 levels will cause plants to 
produce more pollen, and the pollen is likely to be more potent than ever before. weather.com 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
On February 26 the Federal Communications Commission announced the Open Internet 
Order. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) set rules guided by three principles: 
America’s broadband networks must be fast, fair and open—principles shared by the 
overwhelming majority of the nearly 4 million commenters who participated in the FCC’s Open 
Internet proceeding. The Commission warned that broadband providers have economic 
incentives that “represent a threat to Internet openness and could act in ways that would 
ultimately inhibit the speed and extent of future broadband deployment,” as affirmed by the 
US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. The new Open Internet Order restores the 
FCC’s legal authority to fully address threats to openness on today’s networks by following a 
template for sustainability laid out in the DC Circuit Opinion itself, including reclassification of 
broadband Internet access as a telecommunications service under Title II of the 
Communications Act. fcc.gov  The full text of the 313-page order plus 87 pages worth of 
comment from the FCC's commissioners may be found at npr.org. 
 

http://www.newrepublic.com/article/121341/florida-gov-rick-scotts-ban-climate-change-hasnt-halted-action
http://www.iisd.org/media/media-release-turkey%E2%80%99s-coal-subsidies-equaled-us730-million-2013
http://www.weather.com/health/news/worst-spring-allergy-cities
http://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-adopts-strong-sustainable-rules-protect-open-internet
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2015/03/12/392544534/fcc-publishes-full-text-of-net-neutrality-rules
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Commenting on the new Open Internet Order, members of the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee raised questions about whether senior Obama aides went to 
unusual lengths to engage independent regulators on the popular issue. As the Committee 
released samples of 1,600 pages of emails and other documents exchanged between the White 
House and the FCC, its chairman, Rep. Jason Chaffetz, said, “A president should be able to 
weigh in, make his opinions known. I don't have a problem with that. But this seems to be very 
one-sided.” FCC Chairman Wheeler told the House committee that keeping the White House up 
to date on FCC dealings isn't unusual and that he won't apologize for what he considers a 
transparent deliberations process. abcnews.go.com 
 
On March 23, 2015, telecom companies filed a pair of lawsuits in an attempt to reverse the 
new Open Internet Order (net neutrality rules). US Telecom, which represents AT&T, Verizon, 
and other companies, and Alamo Broadband, a small Texas-based wireless Internet provider, 
filed suits contesting the FCC's decision to reclassify broadband Internet access service as a 
public utility service. Industry observers say these are the opening shots in a long legal war 
against the controversial regulations. nationaljournal.com 
 
Meanwhile, the technologies that distribute information regulated by the FCC continue to 
innovate. The fastest form of broadband technology for Internet service is fiber optic, a method 
of transmitting information by sending pulses of light through an optical fiber. The light forms 
an electromagnetic carrier wave that is modulated to carry information. First developed in the 
1970s, fiber-optic communication systems have played a major role in the advent of the 
Information Age, but are only now becoming more cost-effective to set up than copper based 
networks such as DSL and cable. wikipedia.org Fiber-to-the-home or FTTH is coming closer to 
wide availability with deployments by Verizon FiOS and Google Fiber, which can reach speeds of 
500mbps and 1gbps respectively. Experts say that even if typical broadband speeds become 
1000 times faster in 20 years, a single existing fiber-optic connection can still support it. 
broadbandnow.com 
 
Another wave in the innovation stream is coming in in the form of streaming video service. 
With fewer people and particularly fewer young people wanting to pay for cable or satellite TV 
service, Dish Network is launching Sling TV, a cheaper Internet TV service that starts at $20 and 
includes a slate of Disney and Turner Networks channels. The service is scheduled to be 
available in the coming weeks on a number of Internet-connected devices, including Android 
smartphones, tablets and PCs, Xbox One, Roku media streamers, Amazon Fire TV and Fire TV 
Stick, and iOS. Users can pay for a month at a time. cnet.com  
 
The privacy case of Austrian law student Maximilian Schrems may eventually shape 
international regulations over online information—who owns it and who has access to it. 
Brought against Ireland’s Data Protection Commission, the case is being heard in Luxembourg 
by the European Union’s highest court. His initial complaint was against facebook, whose 
European headquarters are based in Dublin, and was initiated before Edward Snowden 
revealed that the US National Security Agency was routinely intercepting data from emails, 

http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/lawmakers-weigh-net-neutrality-29687326
http://www.nationaljournal.com/tech/internet-providers-sue-to-kill-net-neutrality-20150323
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiber-optic_communication
http://broadbandnow.com/Fiber
http://www.cnet.com/news/dish-launches-20-sling-tv-streaming-video-service-with-channel-lineup-that-includes-espn-disney/
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social media and telephones. Schrems maintains that companies inside the EU should not be 
able to transfer data to the United States under “safe harbor” protections—which state that US 
data protection rules are adequate if information is passed by companies on a “self-certify” 
basis—because America no longer qualifies for such a status. He states, “It would be necessary 
to demonstrate that this interception and surveillance of individuals or groups of individuals 
was objectively justified in the interests of the suppression of crime and national security and, 
further, that any such interception was attended by the appropriate and verifiable safeguards.” 
His legal case has been crowdfunded. theguardian.com 
 
SHORTS 
 
Solar Impulse is a solar-powered plane attempting to fly around the world. The journey began 
in Abu Dhabi on March 9, 2015, and reached Myanmar on March 24 after being held up by red 
tape for several days in India. Andre Borschberg and Bertrand Piccard aren't looking to 
revolutionize aviation with their solar-powered aircraft, but rather to bring a “spirit of 
innovation to the world on the ground.” They want to raise the profile of a suite of technologies 
on their aircraft—many commercially available today—that are critical to their around-the-
world journey without using fossil fuels. cbsnews.com  
 

 
 
Silk may provide a green means to boost battery performance. Lithium-ion batteries have 
enabled many of today's electronics, from handheld gadgets to electric cars, but they require 
frequent recharging. Now scientists report in the journal ACS Nano that they found a way to 
process natural silk to create carbon-based nanosheets that could potentially be used in energy 

http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/mar/24/facebook-data-privacy-european-union-court-maximillian-schrems?CMP=ema_565
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/solar-plane-impulse-2-make-clean-energy-sexy/
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storage devices. The material can store five times more lithium than graphite and work for over 
10,000 cycles with only a nine percent loss in stability. In commercial lithium-ion energy storage 
devices, carbon is a key component. Most commonly, graphite fills that role, but it has a limited 
energy capacity. To improve the energy storage, manufacturers are looking for an alternative 
material to replace graphite. The researchers used silk, a sustainable source, in a one-step 
method that they say can easily be scaled up. acs.org  
 
Apple is reported to be working on an electric car that could be released by 2020. The 
company has been hiring key members of rival car manufacturers’ electric and new vehicle 
system teams. A former Ford executive and a former chief executive of Mercedes-Benz’s 
research and development are reported to be leading the project. The majority of the new 
Apple employees come from Ford, Tesla and battery technology company A123 Systems, which 
sued Apple in February for poaching its top engineers—and also those from other battery 
manufacturers including LG Chem, Samsung, Panasonic, Toshiba and Johnson Controls. Apple 
declined to comment. time.com, theguardian.com 
 

Rat proves superior to humans for locating 
buried landmines. The African giant-pouched 
rat, Cricetomys gambianus, is intelligent, 
blessed with a sense of smell to rival that of 
dogs, lives up to eight years, and—at an 
average weight of about two and a third 
pounds, is too light to set off pressure-activated 
anti-personnel mines. With those attributes, 
these animals are being used to detect 
landmines in Africa, where the rats are 

ubiquitous. The Belgian NGO Apopo in the southern highlands of Tanzania reports that a rat can 
search 200 square meters of land in just 20 minutes, whereas people using metal detectors 
would take five days to search the same area. Because they are nocturnal and very susceptible 
to sunburn, their delicate ears and tails need to be slathered with sunblock to protect them 
against skin cancer as they work under the tropical sun. theguardian.com 

CES NEWS 
 
LAW TRACK OF ECOLOGICAL CIVILIZATION CONFERENCE 
By Herman Greene 

 
I am the co-organizer of the law track in the Ecological Civilization conference described in the 
events section of this Musings. This track illustrates the kind of work that will be done in each of 
the 83 tracks in the conference. It is also illustrative of the work CES is doing and will continue 
to do in Earth Jurisprudence. If you would be interested in information on being a participant or 
panelist in this track, please contact me at hfgreenenc@gmail.com or call +1-919-942-4358. A 
description of this track follows: 

http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/pressroom/presspacs/2015/acs-presspac-march-11-2015/silk-could-be-new-green-material-for-next-generation-batteries.html
http://time.com/3729911/apple-car-auto-executives/
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/feb/20/apple-hiring-spree-company-working-on-electric-car?CMP=ema_565
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/mar/05/heroic-giant-rats-sniff-out-landmines-in-tanzania?CMP=share_btn_link
mailto:hfgreenenc@gmail.com
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Law, Legal Theory, and Legal Practice 
The Law Track will assess and evaluate the participation of law in the ecological crisis 
and explore how relational philosophies and worldviews, including but not limited to 
Whitehead’s process-relational thought, can be useful in critiquing the current state of 
legal theory and practice and in offering constructive proposals for reform. 
 
Law Track Organizers: Howard J. Vogel, Mark Modak-Truran & Herman Greene  
 
Law Track Panels: 
 
1. The Law Track: A Prologue and Overview.  The Law Track of this conference offers 
possibilities for constructive re-thinking of the study and practice of law. To set the stage 
our time together, we shall take up three activities in this opening session: (1) Offer a 
summary description of the “flight from normative concerns” in law and its 
consequences for the study and practice of law (Howard Vogel); (2) Offer an overview of 
the panels organized for the Law Track (Mark Modak-Truran (panels 2 &3), Howard 
Vogel (panels 4 & 5) and Herman Greene (panels 6 & 7); and (3) Invite participants to 
introduce themselves including where they have come from, why they have come to the 
Law Track, and what they hope to experience in these conversations. (Facilitated by the 
track organizers).  
 
2. Process Thought and Legal Theory.  This panel will explore whether insights from 
process philosophy require revising contemporary conceptions of the nature of law, 
legal systems, and legal norms, whether process thought provides new resources for 
understanding the moral underpinnings of law, and whether the law should be revised 
to take into account the normative implications of process thought.  The panelists 
include: (1) Mark Modak- Truran, J. Will Young Professor of Law, Mississippi College 
School of Law, (2) Kevin P. Lee, Associate Professor of Law, Campbell University, Norman 
Adrian Wiggins School of Law, (3) James MacLean, Associate Professor in International 
Criminal Law, Director, Centre for Law, Ethics and Globalisation, University of 
Southampton Law School. (Session organized by Mark Modak-Truran) 
 
3. Franklin I. Gamwell's Process Political Theory and Constitutional Law.  This panel will 
focus on the implications of Franklin I. Gamwell’s work in process political theory for re-
imagining constitutional law and constitutional rights.  The panelists include: (1) Franklin 
I. Gamwell, Shailer Mathews Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of Religious 
Ethics, the Philosophy of Religions, and Theology, The Divinity School of the University 
of Chicago, (2) Howard J. Vogel, Professor Emeritus, Hamline University School of Law, 
(3) Mark Modak- Truran, J. Will Young Professor of Law, Mississippi College School of 
Law (Session organized by Mark Modak-Truran). 
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4. How Protection of the Environment Requires Rethinking the Idea of Property. As the 
title of this panel suggests, the panel will focus on the complex character of property in 
legal theory and practice.  The important book by Laura Underkuffler entitled The Idea 
of Property: Its Meaning and Power (Oxford University Press, 2003) sets the stage for 
thinking about how property law might be reframed in light of the looming ecological 
crisis and the failure of environmental law to secure a sustainable approach to working 
with the earth’s resources. Panelists: (1) Laura Underkuffler, Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs and J. DuPratt White Professor of Law, Cornell University Law School, 
(2) Gerald Torres, Jane M.G. Foster Professor of Law, Cornell University Law School. 
(Session organized by Howard J. Vogel) 
 
5. Legal Pluralism in a Globalized World: Re-imagining Dispute Systems as Relational 
Worldmaking Practices (Tentative Description) Legal pluralism -- the existence of 
multiple legal systems within one human population and/or geographic area -- is a 
concept that emerged out of the study of post-colonial societies. Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) plus increased awareness of the multiplicity of cultures in the 
historically colonizing societies plus global migration have made legal pluralism a reality 
for most societies. A process orientation combined with worldview(ing) analysis allows 
us to examine disputing systems as locations for making (and remaking) our shared 
world. Panelists: (1) Jayne Seminare Docherty, Professor and Program Director, Center 
for Justice and Peacebuilding, Eastern Mennonite University, (2) Kenneth H. Fox, 
Professor and Director for Conflict Studies, Hamline University, Senior Fellow, Dispute 
Resolution Institute, Hamline University School of Law. (Session organized by Howard J. 
Vogel) 
  
6. The Rights of Nature. Many have advocated for the rights of nature. This proves to be 
a very difficult concept to put into legal practice. Every human action has costs to 
nature. Who “speaks” for nature”? What rights do the myriad details, species, 
individuals, and systems of nature have? What are the relative rights among them and 
between them and humans? Is “rights” a useful language for this subject? Panelists: (1) 
Herman Greene, President, Center for Ecozoic Societies and Principal, Greene Law, PLLC, 
Chapel Hill, NC; (2) Linda Sheehan, Executive Director, Earth Law Center, Freemont, CA; 
(3) Mary Christina Wood, Philip H. Knight Professor and Faculty Director, Environmental 
and Natural Resources Law Program, University of Oregon School of Law. (Session 
organized by Herman Greene) 
 
7. Earth Jurisprudence. As numerous reports have made clear, the ecological crisis is 
planetary. This calls for a planetary response at a time when “corporations rule the 
world,” nation-states are ineffectual in addressing such problems, the United Nations 
lacks coercive power, and global treaties have not changed the path of the deterioration 
of planetary ecosystems. What would it mean to have a system of governance by which 
humanity would operate within planetary boundaries and provide sufficiency for all (the 
“Safe Operating Space for Humanity”?). Panelists: (1) Dan Leftwich, Principal, MindDrive 
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Legal, Co-Founder and Director, Boulder Rights of Nature, (2) Ben Mylius, LLM Candidate 
in Earth Jurisprudence, Yale Law School, (3) Patricia Siemen, OP, JD, Director, Center for 
Earth Jurisprudence, Barry University – Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law.. (Session 
organized by Herman Greene) 
 
8. “Seizing an Alternative” in Legal Theory and Legal Practice: Next steps? A Closing 
Conversation, exploring with Law Track Attendees, where we might go from here in light 
of the experience we have shared during our time together at the conference. (Session 
organized and facilitated by Herman Greene, Mark Modak-Truran & Howard J. Vogel, 
Law Track Organizers.) 

POEMS  

THE BRIEFING 
by Pete MacDowell (2014) 
 

 
 
You are new here and have been given the keys. 
I’ve been asked to lay out the big picture 
Of how the world works – from our point of view 
Without the feel good bullshit. 
You are being paid too much to need that. 
First, understand that it is all related 
And it’s accelerating at historical hyperspeed 
Driven by global finance capital (that’s us) 
Money moving in milliseconds 
Chasing growth to keep ahead of 
Falling demand 
Brought on by the global race to the bottom in wages 
And then the race to replace even low wages with robots 
The wealth gap ever concentrating the goodies at the top 
While humanless factories  
Or Bangladeshi girls behind sewing machines in those death traps 
Pump out more and more stuff which fewer and fewer can afford to buy, 
Or even need—or even can be induced to want 
While we and every other company whips its managers at every level to cut costs 



CES Musings – April-May 2015  Page 11 of 30 
 

 

To beat the quarterly projections. 
Do a little greenscamming if it sells, but for God’s sake why risk spending money 
Cutting emissions or pollutions when the competition doesn’t. 
Besides, just buying politicians and regulators who will 
Cut those burdensome regulations 
Is a so much better investment. 
Keep ‘em scared of terrorism 
At least plots foiled at the last minute that we can’t tell you about 
Military and security high tech hardware is almost pure profit 
And is made obsolete before it is out the door by the next thing they build 
Billion dollar human flyswatters – and splat 
Some radical wedding party in East Whocareswhereastan 
Is hot mush—and so it pisses off the locals– 
More targets, more drones to sell 
And NSA, such a beautiful off-the-books customer, searches the twitter feeds 
For all suspect patterns that link bombs or suicide to love to any critical word which 
correlates 
With poetry, English major, and democracy—so that every mother’s son 
Has a current threat number and a set of tracking coordinates 
And the hard drives house gigabytes of blackmail material and credit card numbers to 
Bring anyone around with one little visit—if they are even worth a visit, 
Because who needs spies and informers 
When they have a catalog of pretexts and detention facilities for any situation 
If Fox and Rush and all the little Rushites don’t quite succeed in keeping 
Their eyes off the ball. 
Trust me. This shit works 
And you need to fully understand that new weather, or climate, if you prefer, is a 
cornucopia of investment opportunities: 
Arctic oil, Canadian forests cleared for soybeans, 
Hell man, sure the storms and fires and droughts are impressive but we have great 
backup generators, great pumps, and besides 
Climate change is just the kind of creative destruction 
that makes capitalism keep ticking. 
I mean, What’s not to like? 
Conscience is for suckers. 
Single malt scotch and a little blow 
Cleans any still left in your system 
Right out. 
You will love it here. 
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WILL JUSTICE COME 
by Pete MacDowell (2014) 

 
Will Justice come 
Like the Cheyenne and the Sioux 
Rising as righteous blood-red sunbeams 
Cresting the eastern bluffs 
On Custer’s last morning? 
 
Will Justice come 
Like that final verdict 
One grey dawn in Nuremberg 
As fifty million dead watched 
Knowing that no vengeance  
Could ever balance 
History’s scale? 
 
Justice never repays the awful debt 
In coin that can be spent. 
 
It renders to the victims  
Only the cold, wet morning 
After the hurricane, 
To find their dead; 
To find themselves  
To find that it is their turn again 
To try to build their 
Trembling house of cards 
On those graves. 
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THE COLDER WINTER ANOMALY 
By Alice Loyd 
 

Was it weather or was it climate? The colder winter anomaly in the Eastern United States 
 
For those of us in the eastern part of the United States, the shortest month was long and hard. 
About the time we recovered from one severe cold front, another moved in. February 2015 
continued a trend James Hansen and colleagues refer to in the following statement: “Residents 
of the eastern two-thirds of the United States and Canada might be surprised that 2014 was the 
warmest year, as they happened to reside in an area with the largest negative temperature 
anomaly on the planet, except for a region in Antarctica.” columbia.edu In scientific language 
“negative temperature anomaly” means colder in an unexpected way. Yes, we know it’s been 
colder. Is this cold pattern what we usually call weather, or is it a feature of the changing 
climate? 
 
A number of studies are beginning to show that the cold winter anomaly relates to global 
warming—specifically the warming of the Arctic. Here is how recent scientific research explains 
it. scientificamerican, usnews.com 
 

1. In the summer, as Arctic sea ice melts, what remains is dark ocean water, which absorbs 
more heat.  
 

2. As winter comes on, an unprecedented degree of heat lingers in the ocean and 
atmosphere above it, with two important results: 

 A warmer Arctic weakens the jet stream—the belt of fast-flowing, west-to-east 
winds that moves between northern and southern climates. 

 The less stable jet stream makes it more likely that cold Arctic air will escape the 
polar vortex and flow southward.  

 
The jet stream is described by Rutgers climate scientist Jennifer Francis in this way: “Jet streams 
exist because of differences in air temperature. In the case of the polar jet stream, which is 
responsible for most of the weather we experience around the middle-latitudes of the northern 
hemisphere, it’s the cold Arctic butting against warmer areas to the south that drives it. 
Anything that affects that temperature difference will affect the jet stream.” 
theconversation.com and usnews.com. For a more in-depth explanation see 
skepticalscience.com. 
 
The polar vortex was described for National Public Radio by Washington Post weather editor 
Jason Samenow. He said, "We're talking about a huge sprawling area of circulating cold air 
originating from the North Pole. It's a low-pressure center, and typically during the winter 
months it resides up there. At times, some tentacles of it will slip southward and bring cold air 
outbreaks into the U.S.” npr.org  
 

http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/mailings/2015/20150116_Temperature2014.pdf
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2014/01/06/what-is-this-polar-vortex-that-is-freezing-the-u-s/?fb_action_ids=655321094525132&fb_action_types=og.likes&fb_source=other_multiline&action_object_map=%5b624568307580688%5d&action_type_map=%5b%22og.likes%22%5d&action_ref_map=%5b%5d
http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/at-the-edge/2015/02/23/what-do-drought-record-heat-chilling-temperatures-and-massive-snow-add-up-to
file:///C:/Users/Alice/Downloads/theconversation.com
http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/at-the-edge/2015/02/23/what-do-drought-record-heat-chilling-temperatures-and-massive-snow-add-up-to
http://skepticalscience.com/jetstream-guide.html
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2014/01/07/260455201/what-is-the-polar-vortex-and-why-is-it-doing-this-to-us
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Research into the phenomenon is fairly preliminary, in part because extreme Arctic sea ice loss 
is a fairly recent event. Scientists don’t have the long data sets they need to draw more robust 
conclusions about the interaction between Arctic warming and cold snaps. time.com 
 
But what about the fear that Arctic warming could alter the Gulf Stream, leading to a new ice 
age? The Gulf Stream is a fast, intense current along the eastern coast of the United States, a 
result of the wind pattern acting on most of the North Atlantic Ocean. The combination of the 
Trade Winds (10°-25°N) blowing to the west and the Westerlies (35°-55°N) blowing to the east 
cause the North Atlantic Ocean to rotate clockwise. Because of the Earth's rotation, the 
poleward flow in the western Atlantic is constrained to a narrow current from Florida to 
Newfoundland then across the Atlantic to northern Europe. wikipedia.org  
 
An authoritative 2004 report states, “The thawing of sea ice covering the Arctic could disturb or 
even halt large currents in the Atlantic Ocean. Without the vast heat that these ocean currents 
deliver--comparable  to the power generation of a million nuclear power plants--Europe's 
average temperature would likely drop 5 to 10°C (9 to 18°F), and parts of eastern North 
America would be chilled somewhat less.” nasa.gov/science  
 
Is that happening now, and if so, has it contributed to the chill of 2014 and 2015? Changes in 
the Gulf Stream are indeed being observed in an abundance of research, with reports being 
published almost daily.  
 

 Evidence is mounting that the long-feared circulation decline is already well underway. 
One study shows a 15 to 20 percent weakening that could be the beginning of a further 
slowdown with great consequences. washingtonpost.com, nature.com 

  “The force of the Gulf Stream was significantly influenced by the sea ice situation in the 
Fram Strait in the past 30,000 years.” phys.org.  Fram Strait is the gateway to the Arctic 
Ocean located between Greenland and Svalbard. 

 “In recent years, the retreat of sea ice in the Arctic has been linked to cold winters in 
Eurasia and North America. Now a study by a team from Japan indicates that a 
northwards shift of the Gulf Stream could trigger planetary waves that cause cold 
weather in Eurasia.” environmentalresearchweb.org  

 "The great concern is that the removal of the ice will result in a more turbulent ocean, 
which will in turn affect what happens to the freshwater and heat within the Arctic and 
alter the currents linking the Arctic Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean." bbc.com  

 “It has been a concern that a layer of Arctic freshwater could impede the Gulf Stream's 
Arctic branch. Going back in time—into and through ice ages—such a freshwater lid has 
been understood to reduce ocean circulation and thus the Gulf Stream's poleward heat 
transport." To make matters more confusing, this study found that today’s decreasing 
salinity in the Nordic Sea is traceable not to melting Arctic ice but to freshwater entering 
the Gulf Stream from the south, possibly due to increased precipitation over the North 
Atlantic Ocean—with that increase also traceable to climate change. sciencedaily.com 

 

http://science.time.com/2014/01/06/climate-change-driving-cold-weather/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_Stream
http://science.nasa.gov/science-news/science-at-nasa/2004/05mar_arctic/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/03/23/global-warming-is-now-slowing-down-the-circulation-of-the-oceans-with-potentially-dire-consequences/
http://www.nature.com/articles/nclimate2554.epdf?referrer_access_token=VOwp_hQ_ztFxSrktLKeiiNRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0NAhBvJD3qQKAFJ5ZYnRB2DfVKqstvbeSrKxpKUhj2SxF7BcI_loegLGlYCV27ok_Njli4FpCNFd520NkNH-gNy_R7BHOTlk8WVlOM-EydqJ_fXB_3x-E3hIshOeW5WWHqcaPgYVH6Ha2paJACMrQS0vL1bzMOuRrJUW7F2fIb6zTOfarfleGahqDJs4nRADLaiLU5g6rQIKxir0Igbm9o6CWHumkVB6-NveR4QQcF04yFUDA2eESQkZFHTbg4BEjL4NRYUqzDNwfzQCuzM7uRDTutRZBX6Vt0v-vLYx5sM8w%3D%3D&tracking_referrer=www.washingtonpost.com
http://phys.org/news/2014-08-arctic-sea-ice-gulf-stream.html
http://environmentalresearchweb.org/cws/article/news/58632
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-north-west-wales-29666265
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/09/140928161302.htm
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A careful reader will begin to grasp the complexity of the climate system, a glimpse made more 
difficult for laypeople by the need to master a precise vocabulary. For example, ordinarily the 
issue of salinity is associated with the deep ocean current, the Great Ocean Conveyor (GOC). In 
the GOC, cold, salty, dense water sinks at the Earth's northern polar region and heads south 
along the western Atlantic basin. It picks up more cold, salty, dense water in Antarctica and 
proceeds northward on two paths: one into the Indian Ocean and one into the western Pacific. 
The two branches of the conveyer warm and rise as they travel northward and continue 
circulating around the globe, eventually returning to the North Atlantic where the cycle begins 
again. noaa.gov 
 

The GOC is driven by differences in the density of 
the sea water, which is controlled by temperature 
(thermal) and salinity (haline), hence 
thermohaline circulation, another name for the 
GOC. The Gulf Stream, on the other hand, is 
considered to be a surface ocean current. Currents 
nearer the surface are driven by global wind 
systems fueled by energy from the sun. 
education.noaa.gov 
 

In addition to the more stable ocean and wind patterns that influence temperature in our 
region, there are El Niño and La Niña to consider. At irregular intervals (roughly every 3-6 
years), sea surface temperatures in the Pacific Ocean along the equator become warmer or 
cooler than normal. These anomalies are the hallmark of El Niño and La Niña climate cycles, 
which can influence weather patterns across the globe. Wikipedia. The 2014-2015 Hansen 
report states, “Record global temperature in 2014, achieved with little assistance from the 
tropical ENSO (El Niño Southern Oscillation) cycle, confirms continuing global warming. More 
warming is expected in coming years and decades as a result of Earth’s large energy imbalance, 
more energy coming in than going out, and with the help of even a mild El Niño 2015 may be 
significantly warmer than 2014.“columbia.edu  
 
A sense of wonder regarding Earth’s intricately interwoven climate system is an almost 
unavoidable result of examining this array of research—as well as a deeper appreciation for the 
work of climate scientists. What we can know for now is that a warming world can also be 
colder in spots. Perhaps the biggest irony about that phenomenon is this: international global 
warming policy is being most strongly influenced by politicians in the only inhabited region of 
the planet that has been cooler in all seasons than the 1951-1980 average. (Temperature data 
columbia.edu) 
  

  

http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/kits/currents/06conveyor3.html
http://www.education.noaa.gov/Ocean_and_Coasts/Ocean_Currents.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Ni%C3%B1o
http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/mailings/2015/20150116_Temperature2014.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/mailings/2015/20150116_Temperature2014.pdf
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THOMAS BERRY’S SENSE OF THE SACRED 
 

Editor’s Note: Thomas Berry often wrote about spirituality, the sacred and the divine. Here are 
three articles related to Thomas Berry’s sense of the sacred. The third article on the 
“Interspiritual Movement” did not come out of the Thomas Berry community as such. It is 
presented as additional new spiritual/religious movements will be presented in these Musings in 
the future to provide insight into the ferment of creating contemporary spiritualities for the 
ecozoic age. 
 
SENSE OF THE SACRED BERRY QUOTE  

 
A note from Peggy Whalen-Levitt, Executive Director of the Center for Education, Imagination 
and the Natural World: 
 

Here's the quote from Thomas' Foreword to Thomas Merton's When the Trees Say 
Nothing. This quote is the foundation of our two-year program for educators, “The Inner 
Life of the Child in Nature”: 

 
There is a certain futility in the efforts being made – truly sincere, dedicated, and 
intelligent efforts—to remedy our environmental devastation simply by 
activating renewable sources of energy and by reducing the deleterious impact 
of the industrial world. The difficulty is that the natural world is seen primarily 
for human use, not as a mode of sacred presence primarily to be communed 
with in wonder, beauty and intimacy. In our present attitude the natural world 
remains a commodity to be bought and sold, not a sacred reality to be 
venerated. A deep psychic shift is needed to withdraw us from the fascination of 
the industrial world and the deceptive gifts that it gives us...Eventually, only our 
sense of the sacred will save us. 

 
Thomas Berry, Foreword, When the Trees Say Nothing (Notre Dame: Sorin 
Books, 2003), 18 

 
 

THE META-RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT 
 
In the end, to Thomas Berry, the transition that is needed from the Cenozoic to the Ecozoic can 
only be compared to the great classical religious movements, the emergence of Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Judaism and Taoism, the spread of Christianity and the rise of Islam. Each of these 
movements involved a widespread change of consciousness and a new orientation in life. The 
movements spread through the intellect, but perhaps even more by some unconscious force 
that entered the human spirit and changed human culture. 
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Thomas speaks of the coming transformation as a meta-religious movement. One of the 
meanings of the prefix “meta” is “more comprehensive” or “transcending,” and this is the sense 
in which Thomas uses “meta.” What he envisions is a more comprehensive or transcending 
religious movement. This movement is more comprehensive because it involves not simply a 
segment of the human community, but the entire human community, even the entire geo-
biological order of the planet, and it is transcending because it is not a replacement for existing 
religious traditions and cultures, but an overlay that establishes a new context and dimension 
of sacred experience. 
 
This meta-religious movement is grounded in, first, a functional cosmology, one that is based in 
the universe story as we have come to know it through observational science and as it has been 
interpreted by Thomas and others, in its psychic, aesthetic and moral dimensions; second, a 

spiritual dimension derived from an 
apprehension of the mysterious unfolding of 
the self-organizing, creative, emergent 
processes that have given and continue to give 
form to the universe in both its macrophase 
and microphase realities; and third, a recovery 
of intimacy with other-than-human nature and 
its aesthetic and numinous dimensions.   
 
Yet, ultimately, this movement passes over 
such a rational analysis into the realm of 
celebration. “For in the end the universe can 

only be explained in terms of celebration. It is all an exuberant expression of existence itself” (p. 
170). We, the humans with our special capacity for conscious self-awareness, become the 
celebrants of this vast cosmic liturgy. We do this with dance, as in the great Sundance of the 
Lakota Sioux tribe in North America. We do this with a revival of archetypal symbols such as the 
Great Journey, Death-Rebirth, the Cosmic Tree, and the Sacred Center recast in the story of an 
emergent universe. We do this with a renewal of spiritual disciplines and communal 
observance, especially as these are revitalized with sacred wonder of the emergent beauty of 
existence and the sacred process that has brought all of this to be and sustains it in being.  
 
And we join in this celebration not only with our own kind, but with all of other kind. For 
religion, and so this meta-religious movement, is in its most profound dimension a dynamic 
reality. This grand liturgy is not only a celebration of what is, but what can be, and to engage in 
its celebration is to be empowered to realize the potential of what can be, and to heal. We have 
arrived in a time of peril. “[T]he damage that has been done is immediately the work of 
humans. [Yet] now the entire universe is involved in the healing of the damaged Earth in the 
light and warmth of the sun” (p. 20). To grasp that we are involved in such a universe…for this 
we lift our songs of praise. 
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When we join with all people on Earth of various backgrounds and traditions, and with all 
others in the larger community of life, in this meta-religious movement, we celebrate the 
universe. 
 
Excerpt from Herman Greene, “Thomas Berry’s Great Work,” The Ecozoic Reader (Fall 2000). 
 
Page references are to Thomas Berry, The Great Work: Our Way into the Future (New York: Bell 
Tower, 1999). 
 
THE INTERSPIRITUAL MOVEMENT 
By Herman Greene 
 
There are different terms for relations between religions/faiths/spiritualities among which are 
“interfaith” and “multi-faith.” A recent movement is coalescing around the term 
“Interspirituality.” This movement led by Kurt Johnson, David Robert Ord, Ken Wilber and Ed 
Bastian, among others, is based directly on the work of Father Thomas Keating and Brother 
Wayne Teasdale and indirectly on a host of figures dating at least back to Swami Vivekananda 
and his speeches at the first Parliament of World Religions in Chicago in 1893. In those 
speeches he stated among other things: 

The seed is put in the ground, and earth and air and water are placed around it. Does 
the seed become the earth, or the air, or the water? No. It becomes a plant. It develops 
after the law of its own growth, assimilates the air, the earth, and the water, converts 
them into plant substance, and grows into a plant. 

Similar is the case with religion. The Christian is not to become a Hindu or a Buddhist, 
nor a Hindu or a Buddhist to become a Christian. But each must assimilate the spirit of 
the others and yet preserve his individuality and grow according to his own law of 
growth. 

The Interspiritual movement is focused not on relating different faiths 
to each other, but in assimilating the spirit of different faiths so that 
each faith may grow. Other elements of this movement are “do-it-
yourself spiritualities” and new spiritualities and, generally, the growth 
of spirituality and values in a growingly secular world. One survey 
found that only a third of the world’s people are actively involved in 
one of the main religious traditions. Each of these traditions is being 
brought into contact with other religions and two-thirds of the world’s 
people are of diverse spiritualities. 
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In February, 2014, in New York City, the Interspiritual Association came into being. Here are the 
common principles of this association, which were been developed through a series of events 
dating back to 1983.  

HISTORICAL CONSENSUS POINTS--- it was noted in discussion that there appears to be clear 
historical consensus across the interspiritual community about various statements already 
published over the years by the movement. These include: 

1. Nine Elements of a Universal Spirituality from Wayne Teasdale’s The Mystic Heart: 
Discovering a Universal Spirituality in the World’s Religions (Novato, CA: New World 
Library, 1999). 

2. Nine Points of Agreement of the 30-year process of the Snowmass Initiative. 

3. Seven Points of Interspiritual Education developed by Kurt Johnson and Robert Ord. 

4. Assumptions regarding the origin and development of Interspirituality, Wayne Teasdale’s 
major points as summarized by Kurt Johnson and David Robert Ord. 

 
Nine Elements of a Universal Spirituality: 

1. Actualizing full moral and ethical capacity 

2. Living in harmony with the cosmos and all living beings 

3. Cultivating a life of deep nonviolence 

4. Living in humility and gratitude 

5. Embracing a regular spiritual practice 

6. Cultivating mature self-knowledge 

7. Living a life of simplicity 

8. Being of selfless service and compassionate action 

9. Empowering the prophetic voice for justice, compassion, and world transformation. 
 

Nine Points of Agreement (from the 30-year Snowmass Inter-religious Initiative): 

1. The world religions bear witness to the experience of Ultimate Reality to which they 
give various names: Brahma, Allah, (the) Absolute, God, Great Spirit. 

2. Ultimate Reality cannot be limited by any name or concept. 

3. Ultimate Reality is the ground of infinite potentiality and actualization. 

4. Faith is opening, accepting, and responding to Ultimate Reality. Faith in this sense 
precedes every belief system. 

5. The potential for human wholeness—or in other frames of reference, 
enlightenment, salvation, transformation, blessedness, nirvana—is present in every 
human. 
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6. Ultimate Reality may be experienced not only through religious practices but also 
through nature, art, human relationships, and service to others. 

7. As long as the human condition is experienced as separate from Ultimate Reality, it 
remains subject to ignorance, illusion, weakness, and suffering. 

8. Disciplined practice is essential to the spiritual life; yet spiritual attainment isn't the 
result of one's own efforts, but the result of the experience of oneness (unity) with 
Ultimate Reality. 

9. Prayer is communion with Ultimate Reality, whether it's regarded as personal, 
impersonal (transpersonal), or beyond both. 

Elements of Interspiritual Education: 

1. Teaching interspirituality itself (the journey from interfaith to experiential 
interspirituality) 

2. Teaching sacred activism (the inherent connection of being and doing) 

3. Cultivating higher consciousness (unity consciousness as an actual experience) 

4. Nurturing individual formation (personal maturation in authentic universal 
spirituality) 

5. Teaching integral (the integral vision and the developmental view of history) 

6. Community building (building authentic communities of all kinds) 

7. Ministry development (developing interfaith and interspiritual ministry from 
conventional roles—in religious institutions, chaplaincy, hospice—to entrepreneurial 
initiatives, creating new roles for interfaith and interspiritual ministry). 

 
Assumptions regarding the origin and development of Interspirituality (Wayne Teasdale’s 
major points as summarized by Kurt Johnson and David Robert Ord) 

1. Human consciousness and heart have been evolving toward a maximum potential 
regarding the kind of being humans can be and what kind of an earth we can create 

2. This has been going on since the known origin of the cosmos, as material evolution 
and as evolution of consciousness 

3. This is recognized in a fundamental tenant of the interspiritual vision, that the 
evolution of world religions has been one unfolding experience reflecting the 
gradual growth of human maturity 

4. This trend is anchored in the universally unfolding experience of “unity 
consciousness” or “awakening,” the experience of profound interconnectedness, no 
separation, and the world of the heart 

5. This unity consciousness has been emerging through all the world's spiritual 
traditions 
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6. Historically we have witnessed this unfolding in myriad identifiable threads in the 
world’s philosophies and religions 

7. This unfolding has implications for how we develop our collective skills so that this 
consciousness can manifest in the world in tangible skill-sets working toward global 
transformation 

8. This has implications for the innumerable realms and arenas of endeavor, 
represented by all humanity. 

 
For additional information about the Interspiritual movement, see http://interspirituality.com/ 
and Kurt Johnson and David Robert Ord, The Coming Interspiritual Age (Vancouver, BC: 
Namaste Publishing (2012).  
 

EDUCATION AND EVENTS 
 

MEADOW ACROSS THE CREEK: WORDS FROM THOMAS BERRY 
CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA, CHURCH OF RECONCILIATION 
FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2015, 7:00-9:00 PM 
CONTACT ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com 
 
Script and Recitation: Andrew Levitt 
Music for Solo Cello and Guitar: Scott Walker 
 
“The Meadow Across the Creek: Words from Thomas Berry” is a performance piece in Thomas 
Berry’s own lyrical and inspiring words. Growing up in Greensboro, North Carolina, Thomas 
Berry had a “Meadow across the Creek” experience when he was eleven years old that became 
a touchstone for his life and work. Mirroring this moment of mystical rapport in childhood, 
Thomas’s prose and poetry invite others into a deep presence to Earth and cosmos. 
 
When asked how we might serve the children at this time, Thomas would say, “Tell them a 
story.” Any encounter with Thomas Berry was an encounter with the story of the universe as a 
great story encompassing vast reaches of time and space and also as an intimate story about 
you and me and him and the bluebird singing in the dogwood this very moment. In his presence 
one sensed the beauty of every aspect of life on Earth; one felt the wonder of the extraordinary 
in every ordinary element of being; and one experienced our intimate kinship with all beings 
with whom we share Earth. When he spoke one was inspired by a sense of the place of the 
human in the story of the unfolding of time in the universe and by the moment of shared 
presence with a fern unfolding in springtime at one’s feet. In his own words we can hear again 
how Thomas wove the immediate into the grandeur of things, and how he heard each note in 
time for its contribution to the unfinished symphony of the cosmos. 
 
 

http://interspirituality.com/
mailto:ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com
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This work premiered on November 7, 2014, at the Greensboro Historical Museum as part of the 
city-wide Thomas Berry Centennial. Here’s what people are saying: 
 
“The performance was absolutely wonderful! Thank you so much for that hour’s powerful 
experience.” 
     ~ Tom Droppers 
 
“What a wonderful evening. It was a beautiful reverie! Andrew and Scott did a superb job. I was 
so struck by how I felt Thomas Berry was telling his story.” 
     ~ Mary Hartsell 
 
Andrew Levitt holds a BA in English from Yale University and a PhD in Folklore from the 
University of Pennsylvania. He trained as a mime with Marcel Marceau and with Paul J. Curtis at 
The American Mime Theatre. In his career life, he has worked with silence and words. He 
performed and taught mime professionally for over thirty years. He then helped found the high 
school at the Emerson Waldorf School in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, where he taught 
Humanities and directed theater for seven years. As Dr. Merryandrew, he currently works as a 
cosmic clown in the Pediatric unit at Moses Cone Memorial Hospital. 
 
Scott Walker has taught strings in the Greensboro area for over 30 years. Scott plays fiddle, 
guitar and cello, and founded The Walker Family Band in 2002, which has delighted audiences 
throughout the Southeast with a distinctive take on traditional styles. His career has been 
dedicated to teaching young musicians in a variety of public and private schools, and as a 
private instructor of Suzuki music technique on cello and violin. Scott’s love of traditional Irish 
fiddle tunes resulted in the founding of Walker Street Fiddlers in 2009. 
 
SYMPOSIUM ON THOMAS BERRY, ECOLOGICAL CIVILIZATION AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL 
APRIL 24, 2015, 1:00-5:00 PM 
CONTACT aescobar@email.unc.edu  
 
The Relationality Seminar of the Carolina Seminars Program of the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill will host a Symposium on Thomas Berry, Ecological Civilization and Social Justice. 
From 1:00-5:00 PM. Herman Greene will make a presentation on the topic followed by 
respondents and open discussion. The Symposium will be held at the Fedex Global Education 
Center of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Room 2008/2010. 
 

  

mailto:aescobar@email.unc.edu
http://global.unc.edu/about/fedex-global-education-center/
http://global.unc.edu/about/fedex-global-education-center/
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THE FOUR VIRTUES: PRESENCE, HEART, WISDOM, CREATION—A DAY WITH TOBIN HART 
GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA, HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2015, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
ONLINE REGISTRATION http://www.beholdnature.org/fourvirtues.php 

Please join us for a day with Tobin Hart, based on 
his book The Four Virtues: Presence, Heart, 

Wisdom, Creation. 

Co-sponsored by The Center for Education, Imagination 

and the Natural World 

and The Servant Leadership School of Greensboro 

10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Place: Sanctuary, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 

607 North Greene Street 

Greensboro, NC 27401 

Cost: $55 (includes lunch) 

We know that what is essential is not merely more computing or purchasing power, more facts 
to be memorized, a script to follow, or simply something to believe in. Instead, the essentials are 
inner capacities and qualities that are activated-switched on and embodied. These inner powers 
open consciousness and thus enable us to meet the world deeply. The world opens and is 
revealed to us to the extent that we can open to it. This is a kind of physics of the unfolding mind. 

These virtues are not beliefs or commandments or anything of that sort. Instead, these are 
dynamic human qualities that appear essential for a life of flourishing, fulfillment, and integrity. 
In order to tap the depths of our humanity, we have to embody these powers. In other words, 
these four virtues can only be grown from the inside out and then enacted in our interaction with 
the world. These become inner arts and inner technologies. Although they never guarantee it, 
they make it possible to bring our deepest life within reach. 

These capacities help open the aperture of consciousness so that we may meet the world deeply 
from a deep place within. That’s what this is all about: deep to deep. 

Tobin Hart, PhD, is author of From Information to Transformation, The Secret Spiritual World of 
Children, The Four Virtues and The Integrative Mind: Transformative Education for a World on 
Fire. He serves as a professor of psychology at the University of West Georgia, as well as 
cofounder and president of the ChildSpirit Institute, a nonprofit educational and research hub 
exploring the spirituality of children and adults. His work integrates spirituality, psychology, and 
education.  

http://www.beholdnature.org/fourvirtues.php
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LYNICE PINKARD  UNITED CHURCH OF CHAPEL HILL, AND PICKARDS MOUNTAIN ECO-
INSTITUTE, AND ST. PAUL A.M.E., MAY 15-17. 2015 (CO-SPONSORED BY CES) 

--Rev. Lynice Pinkard is dedicated to decolonizing the human spirit and to freeing people from 
what she calls “empire affective disorder.” 

 
Lynice Pinkard, Pastor, Teacher and Cultural Healer, writes 

 
We are being called to the work of scandalous love--love that is difficult, 
daring and dangerous. I believe that real love is the only thing in life 
worth suffering for. And, if we can bear it, if we don't quit, if we don't 
hide, this love will seed mass movements that have the power to 
transform our failed economic, environmental, social and political 
systems. 

 

She will be in Chapel Hill, the weekend of May 15-17. Here’s her schedule: 
 

Public Lecture, Friday Night, May 15 (7 - 8:30pm) - United Church of Chapel Hill  

“Don’t Be Scared!” 
Living Into Prophetic Imagination, Prophetic Speech, Prophetic 

Relationships, and Prophetic Action 

Suggested donation $10 (payable at the door but RSVP to ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com)  
 

Workshop, Saturday, May 16 (9am – 3pm) – Pickards Mountain Eco-Institute 

Radical Interculturalism & Relational Solidarity 
Register Here (First Come First Serve) 

Sliding scale $0-$70 
 

Adult Forum, Sunday, May 17th (10-11am) United Church of Chapel Hill  

“Decolonizing Our Spirits” 
Embracing Feral Christianity and Dissident Discipleship 

Open to the public 
 

Service of Praise, Sunday, May 17 (4:30-6:30PM) St. Paul A.M.E. Church  

"They Thought They Had Buried Us . . ." 
Join us in a service of preaching, music, prayer, community healing. 

Preaching, music, and prayer. 
 
Reverend Pinkard was recently featured in Sun Magazine in an article entitled “Dangerous Love: 
Reverend Lynice Pinkard on the Revolution Act of Living the Gospels.” She is the author of 
“Revolutionary Suicide: Risking Everything to Transform Society and Live Fully,” which appeared 
in Tikkun.  

mailto:ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com
http://pickardsmountain.org/ai1ec_event/radical-interculturalism-relational-solidarity?instance_id=7296
http://thesunmagazine.org/issues/466/dangerous_love
http://thesunmagazine.org/issues/466/dangerous_love
http://www.tikkun.org/nextgen/revolutionary-suicide-risking-everything-to-transform-society-and-live-fully
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SEIZING AN ALTERNATIVE: TOWARD AN ECOLOGICAL CIVILIZATION 
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA, JUNE 4-7, 2015  
REGISTER NOW http://www.ctr4process.org/whitehead2015 
 

 
 

Consider whether mutually enhancing human-Earth relations and social justice depend on 
civilizational change? If you believe this is true, then this conference may be for you. No 
conference has ever taken on this issue with the intensity of this one.  
 
The conference will have twelve sections: 

 The Threatening Catastrophe: Responding Now 

 An Alternative Vision: The Philosophy of Alfred North Whitehead 

 Alienation from Nature: How It Arose 

 Reenvisioning Nature: Reenvisioning Science 

 Ecological Civilization 

 Reimagining and Reinventing the Wisdom Traditions—World Loyalty 

 Reimagining and Reinventing the Wisdom Traditions—Spirituality 

 Reimagining and Reinventing Education 

 Reimagining and Reinventing Bodily-Spiritual Health 

 Reimagining and Reinventing Social Thought 

 Reimagining and Reinventing Culture 

 The Transformative Power of Art 

Within these sections will be 82 tracks 
http://www.ctr4process.org/whitehead2015/program/tracks/ 

Over 800 people will make presentations or participate on panels within these tracks—if you 
wish to be one of them contact head of track to inquire about participating or presenting in a 
track, or contact andrew@ctr4process.org. In addition hundreds of additional people will come 
as non-presenter attendees, anyone may come. 

The plenary speakers will be 

 Bill McKibben 

 Sheri Liao 

 Vandana Shiva 

http://www.ctr4process.org/whitehead2015
http://www.ctr4process.org/whitehead2015/program/tracks/
mailto:andrew@ctr4process.org
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 John B. Cobb, Jr.  

 Herman E. Daly 

 Wes Jackson 

 David Ray Griffin 

 Harvey Cox 
 
STUDY OF ALFRED NORTH WHITEHEAD’S PROCESS AND REALITY 
BEGINNING JUNE 2015 
CONTACT ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com  
 
A one-year study of Alfred North Whitehead’s Process and Reality will begin in June 2015. A group 
will meet monthly in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. We are considering ways in which people could 
participate in this study in an online course.  
 
Whitehead gives a philosophy of organism. His book, Process and Reality, is considered one of 
the most important philosophical texts of the 20th century. It provides an undergirding philosophy 
for an ecological worldview. 
 
CES is a sponsor of this course. Contact ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com, if you are interested in 
participating. 
 
ECOZOIC SUMMER CAMPS FOR KIDS: CENTER FOR EDUCATION, IMAGINATION AND THE 
NATURAL WORLD, PICKARDS MOUNTAIN ECO-INSTITUTE, CENTER FOR HUMAN-EARTH 
RESTORATION 
 
There are wonderful options for children’s nature camps this summer in the Triangle and Triad 
areas of North Carolina. 
 

THOMAS BERRY SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN 
Center for Education, Imagination and the Natural World 

 
4day Programs: 

June 16-19, 2015: Ages 810* (TuesdayFriday) 

June 22-25, 2015: Ages 1113* (MondayThursday) 

9:30 am  3:00 pm 

Place: The Treehouse at Timberlake Earth Sanctuary 

1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC 27377 

Group size: 12 children 

(please bring a healthy lunch in reusable containers) 

Cost: $250 per child 
 
Led by Sandy Bisdee and Marnie Weigel (see staff bios) 

mailto:ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com
mailto:ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com
https://www.beholdnature.org/staff.php
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*If you have a question about the best age placement for your child, please contact our 
Director of Children's Programs, Sandy Bisdee, at sandybisdee@hotmail.com. 

Registration Deadline: June 1, 2015 

Click here to register for the June 15-18 program online 

Click here to register for the June 22-25 program online 

Inspired by the vision of Thomas Berry, our summer programs for children provide a unique 
opportunity for a small group of 12 children to make a deep personal connection to the 
natural world within the meadows, creeks, gardens and forests of a 165acre earth 
sanctuary. Earth walks and creek walking are daily sources of joy and inspiration. Within the 
peace and beauty of Timberlake Earth Sanctuary, new eyes and ears awaken as the children 
create expressions out of their experiences with the earth. Clay, papermaking, nature 
journaling and Native American flute are some of the ecocontemplative arts that enliven 
the rhythm of our days. 

 

CHILDREN OF THE FOREST SUMMER CAMPS 

Pickards Mountain Eco-Institute 

 

 

Children of the Forest: July 6-10 

Children of the Forest: July 13 -17 

mailto:sandybisdee@hotmail.com
https://www.beholdnature.org/registrations/programregistration.php?id=tbsp01
https://www.beholdnature.org/registrations/programregistration.php?id=tbsp02
http://pickardsmountain.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/photo-29.jpg
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Connect with the spirit of the forest. 

Fort building, nature art and games… Creativity Abounds! 

Each day, we explore the bounty of the organic Learning Gardens, thank the plants, and harvest 

delicious veggies to be shared.  The days finish with a refreshing dip in the Lake and our famous 

homemade popsicles. 

Repeat campers are encouraged, as each week is different and special. 

For children ages 6-12, 9am-3pm, $200/week. 

Register Here 

Megan Toben founded Pickards Mountain Eco-Institute and Children of the Forest Summer 

Camps 8 years ago.  Megan holds a Biology degree and 20 years of Outdoor Education 

experience. Shown here with her son, Ezra, Megan is a devoted homeschooling mother. Megan 

will be overseeing a team of creative young adults as they co-create memory-making 

experiences for everyone! 

 

Scholarships available, please contact us for details: pickardsmountain@gmail.com  

  

http://pickardsmountain.org/summer-camps
mailto:pickardsmountain@gmail.com
http://pickardsmountain.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Meg-Ezra-2-HTH-Pre-Opening-Party.jpeg
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SUMMER NATURE EXPEDITIONS CAMPS 
Center for Human-Earth Restoration 

 
C.H.E.R. is proud to offer three weeks this summer for youngsters to attend one-week day 
camp.  Please review information below and sign up.  Space is limited. 
 

Nature Expedition:  Historic Yates Mill Base Camp (Grades 1-5) 
 
The week-long camp adventure includes nature activities and games that will lead children to 
find a sense of wonder and awe in the natural world.  Camp activities include lessons in 
restoring ecosystems, plant and animal behaviors, adventures in soils and water, taking solo 
silent walks, gazing, nature art, natural music, Native American stories, mill tours  and nature 
journaling.   All activities are designed small groups of children in grades 1 to 5 to open their 
sensory experiences in the outdoors to develop deeper, more meaningful relationships with the 
Earth Community. Be prepared to get wet and muddy.  Cost is $240.00 per child. 
 
Time:  June 15-19, 2015 
Mon-Fri:      9 to 4 pm 
Location:    Historic Yates Mill County Park 
Minimum:   10         Maximum:  15 
Instructor:  Randy Senzig, North Carolina Certified Environmental Educator 
 

Nature Expedition:  Historic Yates Mill Base Camp (Grades 6-8) 
 
The week-long camp adventure includes nature activities and games that will lead children to 
find a sense of wonder and awe in the natural world.  Camp activities include lessons in 
restoring ecosystems, plant and animal behaviors, adventures in soils and water, taking solo 
silent walks, gazing, nature art, natural music, Native American stories, mill tours and nature 
journaling.   All activities are designed small groups of middle school aged children to open their 
sensory experiences in the outdoors to develop deeper, more meaningful relationships with the 
Earth Community. Be prepared to get wet and muddy.  Cost is $240.00 per child. 
 
Time:  August 3-7, 2015 
Mon-Fri:      9 to 4 pm 
Location:    Historic Yates Mill County Park 
Minimum:   10         Maximum:  15 
Instructor:  Randy Senzig, North Carolina Certified Environmental Educator 

 
Nature Expedition:  Fuquay-Varina Base Camp (Grades 1-5) 

 
The week-long camp adventure includes nature activities and games that will lead children to 
find a sense of wonder and awe in the natural world.  Camp activities include lessons in 
restoring ecosystems, plant and animal behaviors, adventures in soils and water, taking solo 
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silent walks, gazing, nature art, natural music, Native American stories, and nature 
journaling.   All activities are designed for grades 1-5 to open their sensory experiences in the 
outdoors to develop deeper, more meaningful relationships with the Earth Community. Be 
prepared to get wet and muddy.  Register with Fuquay-Varina Parks and Rec or 
email humanearthrestoration@gmail.com for information. 
 
Time:      July 6-10 
Mon-Fri:      9 to 3 pm 
Location:    CHJ Environmental Center 

BECOME A MEMBER, MAKE A DONATION, VOLUNTEER 
 
Your support of CES through becoming a member or making a donation is important. Benefits 
of membership include a subscription to our print publication, The Ecozoic, and discounts to 
CES events. Membership is on a calendar year basis. Memberships received after November 1 
of a calendar year count as membership for the following calendar year.  
 
You may become a member at http://www.ecozoicsocieties.org/membership/. Or, you may 
send a letter to CES at 2516 Winningham Road, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27516, USA, with 
your contact information (name, address, email and phone) and dues. Dues for regular 
membership is US$35 (individual or family). You may become a sustaining member of CES for 
US$135 each year or by paying $5 or more monthly through an automatic payment service. 
Alternately you may become a member (and pay by credit card or PayPal) by contacting us at 
ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com. CES also accepts members who pay lesser dues or no dues.  

* * * * * 

COPYRIGHT 
 
Except as otherwise noted, the articles in CES Monthly Musings are copyrighted under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 Unported License 

mailto:humanearthrestoration@gmail.com
http://www.ecozoicsocieties.org/membership/
mailto:ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

