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The Chronicle  

By Alice Loyd (through May 4, 2015) 
 
ENERGY 
 
The biggest energy event in the past 30 days may have been Tesla’s announcement that a 
small, low-cost, high-storage-capacity solar battery is ready to go into production. The lithium-
ion Powerwall, which can capture and store up to 
10kWh of energy from a solar panel, is 68cm by 
1.3m in size (only a little larger than 2 feet by 4 feet) 
and will retail in the United States at $3,500. When 
Tesla’s new Nevada facility is in operation in 2017, it 
will be the largest producer of lithium-ion batteries 
in the world, and its mass-production scale should 
help to make the batteries even more affordable. A 
larger “Powerpack,” with 100kWh capacity, will also be offered to help utilities smooth out 
their supply of wind and solar energy. Tesla is currently taking orders for the systems and 
expects to begin delivery later in 2015. theguardian.com  
 
The adoption of Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) over the past decade has led to 
overwhelmingly positive growth in the renewable energy sector. These standards work by 
either requiring or recommending that a state meet a certain percentage of its energy needs 
through renewable energy generation technologies. Standards vary by both target year and 
target goal—with Maine setting the highest expectation (40 percent of its energy needs 
through renewable means by 2017), and South Carolina specifying the lowest target at two 
percent by 2021. Alabama, Alaska, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Nebraska, Tennessee and Wyoming have taken no action regarding renewable energy 
standards. congress.org 
 
In eighteen states with an RPS, a coalition of conservative action groups is attempting to 
revoke the mandate. The American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and Americans for Prosperity, among others, claim the RPS makes energy more 
costly. This argument has been hard to justify, however, and to date only West Virginia has 
actually repealed the renewable standards legislation. washingtonpost.com 
 
A new report shows lower energy prices in states that generate the greatest share of 
electricity from renewable sources like wind and solar. Just in time to help refute the assertion 
that electric bills will go up due to an RPS, DBL Ventures, a venture capital firm that supports 
clean energy projects, has found evidence of the reverse. usnews.com 
 

http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/may/01/tesla-announces-low-cost-solar-batteries-elon-musk?CMP=ema_565
http://congress.org/2015/03/19/states-consider-renewable-portfolio-standards-for-debate-in-2015/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/a-battle-is-looming-over-renewable-energy-and-fossil-fuel-interests-are-losing/2014/04/25/24ed78e2-cb23-11e3-a75e-463587891b57_story.html
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/03/31/obama-unveils-us-emissions-targets-for-un-climate-summit


Renewable energy standards for individual states are not included in the 2030 Framework for 
Climate and Energy Policies of the European Union (EU), and The Guardian recently exposed 
the strong influence of the fossil fuel lobby in curtailing efforts to include them. While the EU 
did set an overall 40% reduction-from-1990-levels target that would have to be achieved 
“through domestic measures alone,” the absence of specified renewable goals favors natural 
gas as a more economical route to the reductions—exactly the strategy for which Shell Oil 
began lobbying in 2011. Shell argued that a market-led strategy of gas expansion would save 
Europe 500 billion in euros in its transition to a low carbon energy system compared to an 
approach centered on renewables. Renewable advocates say an opportunity was missed to 
make a big shift toward fossil-free energy generation. theguardian.com 
 
Despite repeated calls for urgent action on climate change, the World Bank Group increased 
funding for fossil fuels in its last fiscal year. The World Bank’s increase in fossil fuel finance is 
especially disappointing, as 2014 was the first full year following the World Bank’s commitment 
to limit coal financing due to climate concerns. priceofoil.org 
 
Here’s another way to save energy: turn out the lights.  

 

 
New York City officials are debating a bill to limit internal and external light use in many 
commercial buildings when empty at night, a change that could affect some 40,000 structures. 
The measure aims to reduce potentially wasteful energy use as part of the city’s effort to curb 
its greenhouse gas emissions. The administration of Mayor Bill de Blasio has expressed support 
for passing a version of the bill. nytimes.com 
 
In Japan, Judge Hideaki Higuchi ruled against nuclear power plant owners in April when he 
challenged the adequacy of the new safety standards the industry proposed when requesting 
to restart two of the nuclear plants closed after the Fukushima disaster four years ago. “There is 
little rational basis for saying that an earthquake with a magnitude that exceeds the safety 
standard will not occur,” said Judge Higuchi. “It is an optimistic view.” None of the forty-eight 
usable reactors in Japan are back online. nytimes.com 
 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/apr/27/shell-lobbied-to-undermine-eu-renewables-targets-documents-reveal?CMP=ema_565
http://priceofoil.org/2015/04/17/still-funding-fossils-world-bank-group-energy-fy-2014/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/30/nyregion/new-york-plan-to-save-energy-may-mean-a-dimmer-skyline.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/15/business/energy-environment/judge-rules-against-restarting-2-nuclear-reactors-in-japan.html


Speaking of earthquakes, the number of earthquakes has increased dramatically over the 
past few years in the central and eastern United States. Nearly 450 earthquakes magnitude 
3.0 and larger occurred in the four years from 2010-2013, over 100 per year on average, 
compared with an average rate of 20 earthquakes per year observed from 1970-2000. Scientists 
with the United States Geological Survey (USGS) have found that at some locations the increase 
in seismicity coincides with the injection of wastewater in deep disposal wells during slick water 
hydraulic fracturing, also known as hydrofracking. The scientists said it is “very likely that the 
majority of recent earthquakes, particularly those in central and north-central Oklahoma are 
triggered by the injection of produced water in disposal wells.”usgs.gov 
 
CLIMATE 
 
Top Vatican officials held a summit meeting on April 28, 2015, to build momentum for the 
climate change crusade of Pope Francis. The pope will deliver the first major encyclical of his 
papacy this summer, urging world leaders to enact—and Catholics to support—an effective 
United Nations climate change accord in Paris in December. The subject of the encyclical will be 
climate change and the environment, and in the United States it will be accompanied by a 12-
week campaign now being prepared with the participation of some Catholic bishops. Church 
leaders will be asked to raise the issue of climate change and environmental stewardship in 
sermons, homilies, news media interviews and letters to newspaper editors. The effort is 
already angering a number of American conservatives, among them members of the Heartland 
Institute, a libertarian group partly funded by the Charles G. Koch Foundation, run by the 
billionaire industrialist Koch brothers, who oppose climate policy. nytimes.com 
 
There were contrasting views of the Vatican summit. At the April 15, 2015 Vatican summit, 
Cardinal Peter Turkson, the principal drafter of the expected Papal Encyclical expected to be 
released on June, stated fossil fuels were disrupting Earth on an “almost unfathomable scales” 
and “a ‘full conversion’ of hearts and minds is needed if global warming is to be conquered.” 
 
Meanwhile, Mareen Mullarky wrote in Fist Things, a conservative journal, “Francis sullies his 
office by using demagogic formulations to bully the populace into reflexive climate action with 
no more substantive guide than theologised propaganda.”  
 
The Heartland Institute, a conservative group based in Chicago, held a parallel meeting in Rome 
at which, Lord Christopher Monckton, stated “You demean the office that you hold and you 
demean the church whom it is your sworn duty to protect and defend and advance.” 
theguardian.com 
 
Fossil fuel divestment is gaining in strength. The effort to make fossil fuels the new tobacco 
has led heirs to the Rockefeller oil fortune, California’s Stanford University, the World Council of 
Churches and the Australian National University to announce plans, over the past 12 months, to 
cut or curb their holdings. In the UK, divestment plans have been announced by the University 
of Glasgow, the British Medical Association, SOAS, University of London, and the publishers of 
The Guardian newspaper, which has launched its own anti-fossil fuel campaign: “Keep it in the 

http://www.usgs.gov/blogs/features/usgs_top_story/man-made-earthquakes/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/28/world/europe/pope-francis-steps-up-campaign-on-climate-change-to-conservatives-alarm.html?_r=0
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/apr/28/vatican-climate-change-summit-to-highlight-moral-duty-for-action


ground.” Sources at Buckingham Palace recently confirmed that the private investments of 
Prince Charles are clear of fossil fuel holdings. ft.com The website gofossilfree.org maintains a 
growing list of divesting organizations.  
 
“Fossil fuel companies have not taken the opportunity to wind down or change their business 
models,” says a statement from the Mark Leonard Trust, the JJ Charitable Trust, the Ashden 
Trust, the Waterloo Foundation, the Tellus Mater Foundation, the Polden-Puckham Charitable 
Foundation and the Frederick Mulder Foundation. “They are now significantly overvalued. The 
half a trillion dollars spent annually seeking new reserves will be wasted. The smart investors 
have already divested from coal.” The World Bank and Bank of England have warned previously 
that action on climate change poses a serious risk to fossil fuel assets. theguardian.com 
 
Investors who have sold off holdings in fossil fuel companies have outperformed those that 
remain invested in coal, oil and gas over the past five years, according to analysis by the 
world’s leading stock market index company. Investors who divested from fossil fuel companies 
would have earned an average return of 13% a year since 2010, compared to the 11.8%-a-year 
return earned by conventional investors. carbonbrief.org 
 
The Board of Commissioners of Public Lands of the State of Wisconsin voted in April 2015 to 
prohibit staff from addressing climate change, even if it’s just responding to emails on the 
subject. State Treasurer Matt Adamczyk, pointing to climate change work done by Tia Nelson, 
the Board’s executive director, raised the issue. She served on a climate change task force in 
2007 and 2008 at the request of former Democratic Gov. Jim Doyle. Nelson is the daughter of 
Gaylord Nelson, the US senator who founded Earth Day in 1970. bloomberg.com 
 
POLLUTION 
 
Formaldehyde, a common chemical used in many industrial and household products as an 
adhesive, bonding agent or preservative, is on a path to be regulated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). Classified as a volatile organic compound because it will vaporize, or 
become a gas, at room temperature, it is a known carcinogen and can cause asthma if breathed 
in large enough quantities. Problems with the chemical became obvious after Hurricane 
Katrina, when displaced storm victims moving into government trailers began reporting 
respiratory problems, burning eyes and other issues. Tests then confirmed high levels of 
formaldehyde fumes, and public health officials petitioned the EPA to issue limits on its use in 
materials intended for homes. Limits already existed for exposure in workplaces. 
 
California passed such regulation in 2007, and in 2010 the US Congress passed bipartisan 
legislation that ordered the EPA to issue similar federal rules. Opposition has been strong, 
though, from industry groups such as the American Home Furnishings Alliance and Ikea as well 
as the Chinese government and Republican lawmakers from states with a large base of 
furniture manufacturing. Even Democrats such as Senator Barbara Boxer of California have 
questioned the EPA’s proposed requirement that laminated floor products undergo extensive 
testing. The EPA estimated that the expanded requirements for laminated products would cost 

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/d6fa0eae-ea73-11e4-a701-00144feab7de.html#axzz3Yc7DOY9H
http://gofossilfree.org/commitments/
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/apr/28/prince-charles-on-brink-of-ending-all-fossil-fuel-investments?CMP=ema_565
http://www.carbonbrief.org/blog/2015/04/daily-briefing-fossil-free-funds-outperformed-conventional-ones,-study-says/
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-04-08/for-some-wisconsin-state-workers-climate-change-isn-t-something-you-can-talk-about


the furniture industry tens of millions of dollars annually, while the industry said that the 
proposed rule would cost its 7,000 American manufacturing facilities over $200 million each 
year. Despite the cost, people need to be protected from the dangers of formaldehyde fumes, 
and tighter standards will be set. The only question is how much tighter, and the agency is 
preparing to ease key testing requirements before it releases the landmark federal health 
standard. nytimes.com 
 
Bisphenol A (BPA) is a carbon-based synthetic compound used in polycarbonate plastics and 
epoxy resins. Exposure to BPA is a concern primarily because of possible health effects of BPA 
on the brain, behavior, and prostate gland of fetuses, infants and children, but it is found in 
high levels in everyone—detectable levels of BPA were found in 93% of 2,517 urine samples 
from people six years and older). The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
(NIEHS) advises reducing its use. The public encounters it in plastic bottles, food cans, bottle 
tops, water supply pipes—and in the receipts issued at the cash registers of retail stores. Now 
merchants with a health-minded customer base have begun to give paper receipts that use 
vitamin C in place of traditional phenol-based thermal developers like BPA, BPS, or 
controversial phenol substitutes. If your food store hands you a receipt with a natural, yellow-
toned front, you can assume it’s safe to lick it. niehs.nih.gov and scrippsmedia.com 
 
Every year, outdoor air pollution kills more people worldwide than malaria and HIV 
combined. People in China, particularly in cities such as Beijing, pictured below,  

 
 
are some of the most affected, since the country’s rapid economic growth has come at the cost 
of air quality. The issue gained attention when the US embassy in Beijing began to tweet out air 
quality data in 2008, sparking an energetic public response that forced the Chinese government 
to acknowledge the problem and begin to combat it. The most dangerous category being 
measured and publicized in daily reports is PM2.5, or particulate matter in the air small enough 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/04/business/energy-environment/the-uphill-battle-to-better-regulate-formaldehyde.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
http://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/topics/agents/sya-bpa/
http://www.scrippsmedia.com/tmj4/news/special-assignments/Natural-Solution-280630422.html


to lodge deep in the lungs. (2.5 micrometers is approximately 1/30th the average width of a 
human hair, according to epa.gov.) That category has been recorded at an average of 100 
micrograms per cubic meter since 2008, according to the data, about six times what the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) deems safe. At one point in 2014, PM2.5 levels in 
Beijing reached over 800 micrograms per cubic meter. qz.com and qz.com 
 
Children in particular are at risk in this atmosphere. In late February an online documentary 
about air pollution in China called “Under the Dome” drew more than 150 million viewers in the 
first days of the three weeks it was available before being censored by the government. The 
narrator Chai starts off talking about her new-born daughter, whom she keeps inside “like a 
prisoner” on extremely bad air days—nearly half of the days in 2014. Chai shows an interview 
she conducted in 2004 with a six-year old girl. “Have you ever seen a real star?” Chai asks. “No,” 
says the child. “What about blue sky?” Chai asks. “I’ve seen one that’s a little blue,” the child 
replies. “What about white clouds?” Chai asks. “No, I haven’t,” the child replies. 
washingtonpost.com. The documentary may be viewed with English subtitles on youtube.com. 
 
Chinese parents were surreptitiously taking air-quality-index readings in classrooms before the 
US embassy and later the Chinese government began to issue measurements. Air-quality apps 
are staples on smartphones. Chinese microblogs and parenting forums are monopolized by 
discussions about the best air filter. Parents demand more air purifiers in the schools, and rich 
international schools are even building “anti-pollution domes”—huge sports bubbles with 
airlock entrances to ensure air purity. For ordinary people, high pollution levels simply mean no 
outdoor activities at all, or when children must go outside, they use heavy-duty air filtration 
masks emblazoned with pleasant designs such as teddy bears. nytimes.com and 
theguardian.com 
 

A record amount of electrical and electronic waste was discarded in 2014. A report from 
United Nations University reveals that 41.8 million tonnes of old refrigerators, washing 
machines and other domestic appliances were dumped during that period, and only 6.5 million 
tonnes of the discards were taken in for recycling. “E-waste” is defined as any device with a 
battery or electric cord that the owner doesn’t intend to reuse. The report used the measure of 
1.15 million 40-ton 18-wheel trucks in a line 14,300 miles (23,000 kilometers) long to describe 
the volume. Mobile phones, personal computers, and printers were included in the count, but, 
as they weigh less, they made up only seven percent of the total. A surprise was that the United 
States was not the biggest offender in the survey. Instead, Norway, Switzerland, Iceland, 
Denmark, Britain, the Netherlands and Sweden, in that order, generated the most e-waste. 
 
Some e-waste is shipped out to countries such as China, Ghana, and Guiyu, where substandard 
methods are used to extract materials and components. Rising sales and shorter lifespans for 
electronic goods are expected to increase global volumes, which are likely to rise by more than 
20 percent to 50 million tonnes in 2018. motherboard.vice.com and theguardian.com 
 

http://www.epa.gov/airquality/particlepollution/designations/2012standards/faq.htm#0
http://qz.com/382544/beijing-pollution-peaks-at-midnight-and-other-sobering-insights-on-chinese-air-quality/
http://qz.com/197786/six-years-of-bejing-air-pollution-summed-up-in-one-scary-chart/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/03/16/this-documentary-went-viral-in-china-then-it-was-censored-it-wont-be-forgotten/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6X2uwlQGQM
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/16/magazine/how-do-you-keep-your-kids-healthy-in-smog-choked-china.html?_r=0
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/dec/16/beijing-airpocalypse-city-almost-uninhabitable-pollution-china
http://motherboard.vice.com/read/the-world-produced-a-staggering-418-million-tonnes-of-e-waste-in-2014
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/apr/19/worlds-mountain-of-electrical-waste-reaches-new-peak-of-42m-tonnes?CMP=ema_565


CES NEWS 

A RECONCILIATION—UNITY WITHIN THE THOMAS BERRY COMMUNITY  
By Herman Greene 
 

This picture of Thomas Berry taken late in his life is a reminder 
of the spirit of this great man and of the legacy he left with us. 
June 1, 2015 will be the sixth anniversary of his death.  
 
Thomas was a Catholic. The day that is celebrated for a Catholic 
saint is the day of the saint’s death. I imagine this is because 
this is the day that the saint’s work on Earth has been 
completed and is reunited with God. It is a sobering thought 
but is in keeping with the teachings of the church that our lives 
are a living sacrifice. There is no flight from mortality or denial 
of death in this understanding. We live with the ends of our 

lives in mind and ever with us. Death is the victory of a life well lived. If ever there was a person 
whose life was faithful to his or her purpose to the end, that person would be Thomas. 
 
So I am brought to reflect most deeply on Thomas on the day of his death. I am drawn to 
consider the continuing importance of his work. Last year we held a Colloquium on “Thomas 
Berry: Development, Difference, Importance, Applications.” Comment was invited on the 
continuing importance of his work and, for purposes of dialogue, there was no assumption of 
continuing importance. The Colloquium was a success and, we will publish the papers from it 
this year. One professor who had not read Thomas extensively was impressed by what a 
foundational thinker he was. 
 
Today the ecological situation is worse than in Thomas’s lifetime and the need for a change of 
direction is urgent. There are many approaches suggested for this. The deep ecology approach 
emphasizes biocentrism, localism, degrowth, and inclusion of multiple human wisdoms and 
traditions. This is the approach Thomas would have favored. He gave a deep and enduring 
cultural critique and a vision of ecozoic societies that does not fit the common understanding of 
sustainable development that finds continued global economic growth and sustainability 
compatible. Whether he was right in doing so, is not the point here. The point is that he was 
different and he was important. Further, his work has inspired many applications along the path 
he emphasized. 
 
I have had differences with the Berry community. Difference has merit. Thomas sometimes 
said, “Sameness is not anything, difference is everything.” This is consistent with his overall 
observation that the universe is constituted by communion, subjectivity and diversity. Yet, 
difference can also hinder work. There is a tension between communion and differentiation. 
 



I feel the need to move on to a new relationship with the Berry community. The coming years 
will try all of us and the Earth community as a whole. The wisdom Thomas gave us has not been 
exhausted. It needs further study, consideration and application on wider scales.  
 
We need diversity within the Berry community because there is diverse work to do. We also 
need unity in order to carry the body of Berry’s work forward and see that it spreads. We need 
to do our particular parts in the Great Work, but also not forget the body of work that Thomas 
gave us. It remains fresh, has enduring value, is still transformative, and has an important place 
in contemporary dialogues and considerations. 
 
My reconciliation is to work with those who have been entrusted with Thomas’s work and to 
honor the diversity of approaches to it.  

JAMES PEACOCK ANNOUNCES HIS RE-FIREMENT  
By Herman Greene 
 

On May 7, 2015, a reception was held 
honoring Professor James L. Peacock of 
the Anthropology Department of the 
University of North Carolina of Chapel Hill 
(UNC) and Member of the Board of CES. 
He is pictured here at that event in front 
of a plaque marking one of his many 
achievements—the establishment of the 
Fedex Global Education Center at UNC. 
 
No account of Jim’s life is complete 
without reporting on Florence Peacock, 
his wife, so we quickly add this picture 

showing the honor given of naming the atrium at the Global Education center after them,  

 
 



and also posting this picture of Florence and Jim at the reception as well as this picture of the 
many in attendance. 
 

 
 
 
I have learned in life that there are many kinds of leaders. Some are boisterous and manifest 
ego at every turn. Such would be the case with Donald Trump. Others seem to be chiseled out 
of stone and made as grand from the beginning. I think of Ronald Reagan and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and, not to leave out women, Golda Meir and Margaret Thatcher. 
 
I have always been especially intrigued and attracted to those leaders who are quiet and 
unassuming, the kind you would overlook in a crowd, the kind who seem never to be concerned 
about themselves. Jim, if he weren’t so tall, would be of this type. One of my early memories of 
Jim was when I came to his quite remarkable house for a reception and he was walking people 
from the curb some distance away to his house with an umbrella. I had the honor to be greeted 
this way by him. 
 
Jim’s leadership always seemed to be by helping others. This is why he has gained such respect. 
 
Though he says he was an average student in high school in rural Georgia and he came to 
college unprepared, he began to distinguish himself as an undergraduate at Duke University 
and later as a graduate student at Harvard University where he received his PhD in 
Anthropology. One of his dramatic stories concerns his fieldwork in Indonesia where he and 
Florence lived and worked. He lived in the most simple of circumstances and he says on 1,500 
calories a day, mostly rice. He worked in Surabaja, Indonesia in the turbulent years of 1962-63. I 
always think of this very humble period of the lives of Jim and Florence when I see them at 
elegant events like his May 7th reception. 
 
He began his teaching at Princeton University in 1965 where he helped to form Princeton’s 
Anthropology. He began his teaching at Chapel Hill in 1967 and now in 2015, after 50 years of 
teaching he announced his “re-firement,” my word (courtesy of Matthew Fox). 
 
Along the way he wrote a standard textbook, The Anthropological Lens, that has sold more than 
25,000 copies, and, along with other books, Grounded Globalism: How the US South Embraces 



the World. Having a compassionate and understanding view of others and their needs is a 
central feature of Jim’s life. He led UNC as leader of its University Center for International 
Studies from 1995 to 2003 and was involved in the establishment of more than 50 international 
programs as well as what is now UNC Global housed in the 80,000 square foot Fedex Global 
Education Center. In 1995 he served as President of the American Anthropological Association. 
He also served as Chair of the UNC Faculty and in many other positions. His awards are too 
numerous to mention. 
 
His work with the Rotary Peace Fellows Program at UNC and Duke University has deeply 
impressed me. Each year young people from around the world who wish to promote tolerance 
and cooperation apply for fellowships to do graduate work at these universities. In the spring of 
each year, current fellows give reports on their work. I have attended these sessions and the 
depth of the work and dedication of these young people are simply astounding. Jim is a pillar of 
the Rotary Peace Fellows program not only at Chapel Hill but internationally. 
 
I have many connections with Jim and Florence, but two stand out. First, my wife Sandi served 
as Administrator of Carolina Seminars at UNC for 20 years through 2014. Jim was the Director 
of that program. This is an interdisciplinary faculty seminar program stretching the experience 
of faculty members at UNC and surrounding universities. Like so many of Jim’s efforts, this 
program promotes personal growth through personal relationships. 
 
Second, Jim, perhaps through me, began to study Thomas Berry some time ago. He has 
included The Great Work as a text in one of his classes for several years, and he is a very 
important member of the CES Board. He and Florence have been benefactors of CES as they 
have for so many other groups and individuals. Jim has a deep understanding of the centrality 
of the ecological issue. 
 
Jim’s last day with UNC is June 30, 2015. We honor him and Florence as they re-fire. I believe 
the best for them is yet to be. 

2015 IS A SIGNAL YEAR FOR SUSTAINABILITY 
By Herman Greene 
 
As we celebrate our personal experiences of the natural world this spring, and lament the 
declining state of the global environment, we should also pay attention to the really significant 
events that will take place this year relating to sustainability. It could well be that we look back 
on this year as a turning point. 
 
Here are coming events in 2015 to which we should pay attention: 
 
June 4-7, 2015 – Conference on “Seizing an Alternative: Toward an Ecological Civilization,” 
Pomona College, Claremont, California. 
 

http://www.ctr4process.org/whitehead2015/
http://www.ctr4process.org/whitehead2015/


Thomas Berry was clear about the importance of ecology as the basis of civilization in the 
Ecozoic era. Here are two quotes from The Great Work: 
 

If the central pathology that has led to the termination of the Cenozoic is the radical 
discontinuity established between the human and the nonhuman, then renewal of life 
on the planet must be based on the continuity between the human and the other than 
human as a single sacred community (p. 80). 
 
Ecology is not a course or a program. Rather it is the foundation of all courses, all 
programs and all professions because ecology is a functional cosmology. Ecology is not a 
part of medicine; medicine is an extension of ecology. Ecology is not a part of law; law is 
an extension of ecology. So too in their own way the same can be said of economics and 
even the humanities (p. 84). 
 

Never has such a large body of scholars gathered as will gather in Claremont, California, this 
June to consider the foundations of a civilization based on ecology. Over one thousand scholars 
will gather in 83 tracks to begin an ongoing effort of developing these foundations. Just as 
Locke, Hume, Rousseau, Bacon, Newton, Kant, Smith, and many others set forth the 
philosophical basis for the modernity, this work for the ecozoic age is in full progress. The 
conference at Claremont is only one aspect of this effort which is taking place around the 
world.  
 
June or July – Papal Encyclical on Environment 
 
Pope Francis adopted his papal name in part to emphasize care for Earth. He is taking more 
leadership on climate change and environmental issues than any prior Pope. As described in the 
Chronicle in this Musings, on April 28, 2014, the Vatican Academy of Sciences held a summit on 
climate change and other environmental issues, in part to build support for the encyclical on 
the environment he is expected to issue in June or July. The encyclical has been written and is 
now being translated into various languages and arrangements are being made for its release. 
On September 24, the Pope will address a joint session of the US Congress. This will be the first 
ever such address by a Pope. On September 25, Pope Francis will address the UN General 
Assembly. This will occur as part of the meetings at which the General Assembly will adopt the 
new Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
July 13-16 - Third International Conference on Financing for Development, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 

 
Following the adoption of the Millennium Development Goals, the First International 
Conference on Financing for Development was held in Monterrey, Mexico in March 2002 to 
consider how to finance more equitable development with the goals of eradicating extreme 
poverty, achieving sustained economic growth and promoting sustainable development. The 
result was the Monterrey Consensus in which wealthy nations were to commit 0.7% of GDP for 

http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/04/28/spin-substance-and-pope-franciss-environmental-encyclical/?_r=0
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd3/
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd3/


international aid to achieve this. These are known as “Official Development Assistance (ODA) 
targets.” 
 
In November 2008 the Second International Conference on Financing for Development was 
held in Dohar, Qatar. This conference was held at the time of the 2008 international financial 
crisis. The ODA targets were reaffirmed notwithstanding this crisis. The financial crisis 
necessarily shaped the concerns of this conference. 
 
Now in anticipation of the adoption of the new Sustainable Development Goals by the UN 
General Assembly in September 2015 (see below), the Third International Conference on 
Financing for Development will be held in Addis Abba, Ethiopia, on July 13-16, 2015. Adapting 
international aid to the new Sustainable Development Goals is what makes this conference 
different. The goals cannot be achieved by poor countries without funding. Here’s an article 
that discusses some of the issues for this conference from the perspective of the global South. 
 
September 25-27 - United Nations Summit to Adopt the Post-2015 Development Agenda. 
 
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), consisting of, were adopted following the 
Millennium Summit of the United Nations in 2000. The MDGS established eight goals for 
international development with measurable outcomes to be accomplished by 2015. At the 
Third Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012 (Rio+20), a process began to establish 
successor goals for the 15-year period of 2016-2030. The new goals are called the Sustainable 
Development Goals. They are more ambitious than the MDGs with 17 proposed goals and 169 
proposed targets. The MDGs focused on the needs of poor countries, the SDGs address issues 
relevant to changes needed in wealthy countries including four goals on the environment: 

12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 

13.  Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

14.  Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development 

15.  Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 

manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss 
 
The United Nations has established six themes for interactive dialogue at the Summit. 

 Ending poverty and hunger, and addressing humanitarian emergencies 
 Tackling inequalities and leaving no one behind 
 Fostering economic transformation and sustainable consumption and production 
 Protecting our planet and tackling climate change 
 Strengthening governance for sustainable development 
 Delivering on a revitalized Global Partnership 

 

http://alliancesud.ch/en/policy/development/funding-development-goals
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/summit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millennium_Development_Goals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_Development_Goals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_Development_Goals


October 15-19, Parliament of the World’s Religions, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 
As many as 10,000 religious leaders from around the world and of many faiths will gather in Salt 
Lake City Utah in October. There are three major themes for this important conference: 

 Climate Change & Care for Creation, 
 Income Inequity & Wasteful Consumption, and 
 War, Violence & Hate Speech. 

November 30 to December 11 – United Nations Climate Change Conference, Paris, France 
 
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) came into being in 
connection with the First Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in June 1992. It entered 
into force in 1994 and currently has 196 signatories. The objective of the treaty is to “stabilize 
greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic interference with the climate system.” The treaty itself set no limits on 
greenhouse gases and is non-binding, but it has provided the framework for international 
negotiations to establish treaties or protocols establishing such limits and other measures for 
combating climate change. 
 
The parties to the convention have met annually since 1995 in Conferences of the Parties (COP) 
to address issues related to the convention. The meeting in Paris will be the 21st meeting and 
hence it is technically called COP-21. 
 
The only internationally agreed treaty limiting emissions coming out of the convention was the 
1997 Kyoto Protocol. It established legally binding obligations for developed countries (Annex I 
countries), but not for developing countries. The first commitment period ended in 2012. A COP 
was held in Copenhagen in 2012 to negotiate a successor to the Kyoto Protocol, but without 
success. In a 2012 meeting of the COP in 2010, 76 countries agreed to voluntary targets. At the 
Doha meeting of 2012 some countries agreed to a second commitment period, but others 
declined until targets would be applicable to major developing countries such as China and 
India. Those making commitments at Doha accounted for only about 15% of global emissions. 
At Doha there was a commitment to extend the Kyoto Protocol to 2020 and to set a date of 
2015 for a successor document to be implemented beginning in 2020.  
 
There is a calendar for nations to confirm voluntary commitments to emissions reductions prior 
to COP-21 in Paris. These are called Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs). 
 
The host country, France, lists these goals for the conference: 

 Firstly, an ambitious, binding agreement on climate change that applies to all countries. 

 Secondly, intended national determined contributions representing the investment that 
each country feels able to make.  

http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/index.cfm?n=35&sn=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2015_United_Nations_Climate_Change_Conference
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy-1/climate-7436/2015-paris-climate-conference/


 Climate finance will also be a crucial component; in this regard, a milestone has been 
reached with the initial capitalization of the Green Climate Fund, amounting to $9.3 
billion, including nearly $1 billion from France.  

 Lastly, local and regional initiatives developed by local governments, civil society 
organizations and businesses will boost mobilization and supplement the contributions 
made by states. 

REFLECTIONS ON EARTH FROM SAIPAN, NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
By Jaime Vergara 

 
Jaime Vergara lives in Saipan and is a columnist for the Saipan 
Times. Born in the Philippines, he became a naturalized US citizen in 
1984. He has lived and worked all over the world, including in the 
Philippines, Nigeria, Tonga, 
Jamaica, Guatemala, Brazil, 
Chile, Peru, Malaysia, 
Venezuela, Korea, and in the 
United States, Chicago, Dallas, 
Washington, DC, and 
Greensboro, NC and Hawaii. 
He is an ordained Methodist 

minister though his most recent engagements have 
involved teaching social studies in Saipan and English in 
Shenyang, China. 

“EARTH DAY,” SAIPAN TIMES, APRIL 22, 2015 
  
Whether the US Congress or the United Nations gets 
the credit for starting Earth Day is immaterial. What 
matters in the Northern Mariana Islands where the 
pristine nature of mother Gaia is still recognizable is 
whether the awareness of the day keeps bodies 
behaving towards mother as an organic “thou,” 
rather than an inert “it.” 
  
The population explosion in these islands is not 
among members of the indigenous community whose 

land ownership rights are constitutionally protected in Article 12 of the Commonwealth 
Constitution, as it is a swift capital influx with contract workers in tow to fund construction and 
administrative services.  
  
Laid back indigenes languish on the false security of sole land ownership, blindly embracing 
mercenary use of public land for the quick increase of revenues and fees without much 



consideration of long-term consequences. The US military lease on land in the Marianas holds 
the upper hand at the planning table and no one knows exactly what the Department of 
Defense has in store, their environmental statement report so dense that, according to local 
academics, it requires an expert to make it understandable.  
  
Like the bigger picture on the planet itself, owning the land and the rights to its shoreline 
resources is not enough. The planet presently carries more than its sustainable load figured at 
the subsistence level. Meanwhile, the industrialized nations proceed with a rapacious 
unsustainable use of resources it creates and protects as its prerogative.  
  
We are not indulging in a blame game or fear mongering. We note that the interest of the local 
has become the domain of the global, leading Japan to create in the 80’s the word “glocal” as 
pertaining to global systems and structures in the local. That interrelatedness is no longer an 
option but a given. 
  
While we point to inequality of gains and benefits glocally exacerbating the overcrowding in 
choice geographical locations, with a sickly planet continually violated by human intrusion into 
its ecological balance, we do not despair. We may bury our heads in the sand, but we are clear 
that though the planet’s support system is extremely strained it is within our management 
scope. Our brains’ interconnect is inevitable, we can prevail if we focus to create rather than 
destroy. 
  
A US general wrote to Marines: ”You are part of the world’s most feared and trusted force. 
Engage your brain before you engage your weapon.” So it is with the human species. We need 
to interrelate some seven billion human brains to ensure survival of Mama Gaia’s health. 

“THE DAY AFTER,” SAIPAN TIMES, APRIL 23, 2015 
 
A TV movie in 1983, The Day After, was about a nuclear exchange between the United States 
(US) and the then Union of Socialist Soviet Republics (USSR) before the latter disintegrated and 
the former started subtle to overt national bragging. What triggered the exchange in the movie 
was a quarrel between the two Germanys, and a Soviet blockade of West Berlin. The film never 
pinpointed who started the nuclear holocaust but the movie was about the exchange. 
  
The film focused on mid-America’s Kansas after a nuclear attack and the radiation slowly 
devastated the survivors, ending in a fade out into black and silence after questions asked on 
radio went unanswered: “Hello? Is anybody there? Anybody at all?” Deafening silence 
prevailed. 
  
The Day After Tomorrow was a climate fiction-disaster movie more than 20 years later (2004) 
about when a global warming warning went unheeded in a United Nation’s conference in New 
Delhi and this resulted in global cooling and the freezing of the Northern Hemisphere. The US 
President, in a slap to current sentiments, then asked constituents to escape the new Ice Age by 
crossing the Rio Grande into Mexico, a sight that was incongruous at a time when “wetbacks” 



were vilified for crossing the border. A solid fence actually went up in Texas to keep out the 
migrants from across the border. 
  
Meanwhile, search and rescue operations were conducted in a devastated frozen New York 
City. The human instinct of survival was tested. The movie ends with Astronauts looking out of 
their space station on Earth, the Northern Hemisphere covered in ice and snow, and a voice 
blithely saying: “Look at that . . . Have you ever seen the air so clear?”  
  
Disaster movies fascinate us and call us to attention. The haunting “air so clear” vision of 
ecological devastation in The Day after Tomorrow is a disturbing echo of the “Is there anybody 
there?” following the nuclear devastation of The Day After decades earlier. We are called to 
create our image of what we want the world to be through intentional planning, rather than 
calamity that it might be.  
 
The government of the Netherlands was recently sued by its own citizens for alleged failure to 
stem climate change. The suit proposes that conscious choice is an option rather than 
acquiescence and resignation to unguided fate and destiny. 
  
The figures on Earth’s health are verifiable. The population uses more than the planet’s holding 
capacity, from our extractive policies of mining nature’s assets that puts value on minerals 
more than on miners; to indiscriminate expelling of effluents into rivers, lakes, and seas beyond 
their natural absorptive abilities; to taking out farm hands by increasing use of insecticides, 
pesticides, and fertilizers to ensure full production—all forcing us into stages of metabolic 
evolution not of our own conscious design. 
  
Then there is the planet, not just a bundle of inert elements and materials for our use and 
misuse, but a throbbing organism in its own right with human beings interdependently 
dependent on its wellbeing, tied as if with umbilical cords to its green mantle. 
  
It is time to paint a picture of the day after as a heroic human struggle not only on leveling 
access to resources and the means of production, but on a universal program to distribute 
benefits in goods and services, so that the decision-making processes of the planet are not 
consigned and limited to the Carnegies, Morgans, Rockefellers, Rothschilds, Harrimans and 
Schiffs and their allies in Central Banks and finance institutions that bankroll the operations of 
energy companies under the protection of the superpower of the planet abetted by the 
extractive technologies now spread out throughout the laboring classes in countries around the 
world. 
  
The conscienticized Pinoys in this readership recognize that if they do not belong to the 6,000 
landed families in the home country, they do not count among the elite that yields power 
presided over by corporations of interrelated global boards. They need to get in the act, 
regardless. 
  



Yes, the day after must proceed from a quiet revolution of human deeds, out of self-interest, 
knowing that “ego and eco” are complementary poles. There are no authentic people save as 
there is a sustaining planet that maintains us. 

“EARTH ON MOTHER’S DAY,” SAIPAN TIMES, MAY 10, 2015 
  
Astronaut Edgar Mitchell of Apollo 14 waxed poetic: 
  

Suddenly, from behind the rim of the moon, in long, slow-motion moments of immense 
majesty, there emerges a sparkling blue and white jewel, a light, delicate sky blue sphere 
laced with slowly swirling veils of white, rising gradually like a small pearl in a thick sea 
of black mystery. It takes more than a moment to fully realize this is Earth . . . home. 

  
The earthrise photo became the central mythological symbol of promise and hope surrounding 
my early adulthood. Apollo 8 took the picture and shared it with a world at the time enmeshed 
in the Vietnam War, but the Earth (photo enhanced by Apollo II) becoming my mother widened 
my lines of allegiances! 
  
On this Mother’s day (across the International Dateline), I am a few decades late in recognizing 
the damage we have inflicted on Mama Gaia. Feeling sorry for the neglect will not restore her 
health, regardless of how resilient we consider her to be, but realizing that our humanity is tied 
to a breathing organism treated heretofore as “lifeless,” matters; it makes us realize that we 
can decide to fend for our survival as humans in the context of an organism kept alive and 
healthy. 
  
We are children of evolution. My head has gotten bigger, as we focus existence more on the 
complexity of the cerebrum and its cortex more than we do on the cerebellum and the medulla 
oblongata; on thoughts more than feelings and senses; on cognition with words, pictures and 
numbers more than impulse and intuition with gestures and explosions. Nor do we even pay 
heed to what we experience in sight, sound, smell, taste and touch. Ours has been a culture 
that perennially asks: “How does that make you feel?” 
  
Big Bird on Sesame Street went before the Bird Supreme Court to test a bird law on “losers 
weepers, finders keepers” when his abode in his absence was taken over by another bird who 
claimed it. The Court adhering to the cold letter of the law decided on the letter of the law, but 
was asked by Big Bird how they would “feel” on the matter if they were in his shoes, shifting 
the discourse from cognition to intuition. 
  
I brook no ill against reason and logic as operational principles until they become masters of 
societal behavior rather than servants to decision-making processes. For example, many deny 
the reality of climate change, even in high government offices.  
  
I traveled in the last five years across the plains, rivers, landscapes and mountains of Inner 
Mongolia and Dong Bei, Sichuan and Chiang Jiang, Canada’s Banff, California’s Bay Area and 



Chicago’s windy city, Honolulu’s skyline and Manila’s smog, and the lagoon shores of Saipan. I 
know of the erratic nature of weather being the rule more than the exception. Friends of the US 
Northeast to Texas’s Southwest attest that mother Gaia shows symptoms of midlife crisis. 
  
The awareness of climate change is really not the issue but the impingement of the reality on 
our behavior and our active acknowledgment of it. Behavior as simple as discarding plastic 
wrappers that take ten thousand years to decompose alerts us on our propensity worldwide to 
throw away as if someone is assigned to pick after our droppings and make it evaporate. I 
picked up a discarded milk carton at the flagpole of the American Memorial Park the other day.  
  
In China, someone is assigned to tidy up every square foot of public space. On the way to the 
airport one snowy early morning this March, a lady swept her assigned 100 meters on an 
elevated highway on the winter cold with white snow still on the ground.  
  
We are a throwaway society. My mother did the reverse. She recycled. The only problem was 
that her neighbors thought she was the designated recycler of their discards. So her room in 
Honolulu was always full of “junk”.  
  
Saving planet Earth is a favored shibboleth. The earthrise photo is a favored image; saving it is 
an outlook accompanying prints in various languages. Whether we are doing something to keep 
it healthy and clean is another matter. That is more than just keeping the country club lawn 
mowed and the golf course putting greens trimmed. Beautify CNMI goes beyond just picking up 
people’s trash along the lagoon shores. 
  
Systemic degradation of the planet abounds in private and public practice for the sake of the 
quick green buck. World investments just hit gold in Pinoy mines! Mercury on the riverbeds will 
increase. Effluents feed the algae in our lagoon. The indigenous community is sidestepped on 
the sanctity of the burial grounds at the proposed casino site currently under construction in 
Garapan. 
  
We’ve harped on the short-term preoccupation of Keystone XL pipes for Alberta tar sands. We 
frack shale, burn coal, damn waters upsetting ecological balance, and desperate souls of a 
slowly dying fossil fuel trade funds lobbyists, who are written up in the press where the media 
practices journalism. 
  
A Korean tourist in Saipan wore a t-shirt: “it’s the only one we’re got; love it.” I hasten to add: 
the Mother and her children! 
 

  



EDUCATION AND EVENTS 
 

SEIZING AN ALTERNATIVE: TOWARD AN ECOLOGICAL CIVILIZATION 
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA, JUNE 4-7, 2015  
REGISTER NOW http://www.ctr4process.org/whitehead2015 
 

 
 

Consider whether mutually enhancing human-Earth relations and social justice depend on 
civilizational change? If you believe this is true, then this conference may be for you. No 
conference has ever taken on this issue with the intensity of this one.  
 
The conference will have twelve sections: 

 The Threatening Catastrophe: Responding Now 

 An Alternative Vision: The Philosophy of Alfred North Whitehead 

 Alienation from Nature: How It Arose 

 Reenvisioning Nature: Reenvisioning Science 

 Ecological Civilization 

 Reimagining and Reinventing the Wisdom Traditions—World Loyalty 

 Reimagining and Reinventing the Wisdom Traditions—Spirituality 

 Reimagining and Reinventing Education 

 Reimagining and Reinventing Bodily-Spiritual Health 

 Reimagining and Reinventing Social Thought 

 Reimagining and Reinventing Culture 

 The Transformative Power of Art 

  
Within these sections will be 82 tracks 
http://www.ctr4process.org/whitehead2015/program/tracks/ 

You may sign up for a track when you register. 

The plenary speakers will be 

 Bill McKibben 
 Sheri Liao 
 Vandana Shiva 
 John B. Cobb, Jr.  

 Herman E. Daly 
 Wes Jackson 
 David Ray Griffin 
 Harvey Cox 

  

http://www.ctr4process.org/whitehead2015
http://www.ctr4process.org/whitehead2015/program/tracks/


STUDY OF ALFRED NORTH WHITEHEAD’S PROCESS AND REALITY 
BEGINNING JUNE 2015 
CONTACT ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com  
 
A one-year study of Alfred North Whitehead’s Process and Reality will begin in June 2015. A group 
will meet monthly in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. We are considering ways in which people could 
participate in this study in an online course.  
 
Whitehead gives a philosophy of organism. His book, Process and Reality, is considered one of 
the most important philosophical texts of the 20th century. It provides an undergirding philosophy 
for an ecological worldview. 
 
CES is a sponsor of this course. Contact ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com, if you are interested in 
participating. 
 

ECOZOIC SUMMER CAMPS FOR KIDS: CENTER FOR EDUCATION, IMAGINATION AND THE 
NATURAL WORLD, PICKARDS MOUNTAIN ECO-INSTITUTE, CENTER FOR HUMAN-EARTH 
RESTORATION 
 
There are wonderful options for children’s nature camps this summer in the Triangle and Triad 
areas of North Carolina. 

 

THOMAS BERRY SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN 
Center for Education, Imagination and the Natural World 
 

4day Programs: 

June 16-19, 2015: Ages 810* (TuesdayFriday) 

June 22-25, 2015: Ages 1113* (MondayThursday) 

9:30 am  3:00 pm 

Place: The Treehouse at Timberlake Earth Sanctuary 

1501 Rock Creek Dairy Road, Whitsett, NC 27377 

Group size: 12 children 

(please bring a healthy lunch in reusable containers) 

Cost: $250 per child 
 
Led by Sandy Bisdee and Marnie Weigel (see staff bios) 

 

*If you have a question about the best age placement for your child, please contact our 
Director of Children’s Programs, Sandy Bisdee, at sandybisdee@hotmail.com. 

 

mailto:ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com
mailto:ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com
mailto:sandybisdee@hotmail.com
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Registration 

Registration Deadline: June 1, 2015 

Click here to register for the June 15-18 program online 

Click here to register for the June 22-25 program online 

Inspired by the vision of Thomas Berry, our summer programs for children provide a unique 
opportunity for a small group of 12 children to make a deep personal connection to the 
natural world within the meadows, creeks, gardens and forests of a 165acre earth 
sanctuary. Earth walks and creek walking are daily sources of joy and inspiration. Within the 
peace and beauty of Timberlake Earth Sanctuary, new eyes and ears awaken as the children 
create expressions out of their experiences with the earth. Clay, papermaking, nature 
journaling and Native American flute are some of the ecocontemplative arts that enliven 
the rhythm of our days. 

 

CHILDREN OF THE FOREST SUMMER CAMPS 
Pickards Mountain Eco-Institute 

 

 

Children of the Forest: July 6-10 

Children of the Forest: July 13 -17 

Connect with the spirit of the forest. 

Fort building, nature art and games… Creativity Abounds! 

https://www.beholdnature.org/registrations/programregistration.php?id=tbsp01
https://www.beholdnature.org/registrations/programregistration.php?id=tbsp02
http://pickardsmountain.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/photo-29.jpg
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Each day, we explore the bounty of the organic Learning Gardens, thank the plants, and harvest 

delicious veggies to be shared. The days finish with a refreshing dip in the Lake and our famous 

homemade popsicles. 

Repeat campers are encouraged, as each week is different and special. 

For children ages 6-12, 9am-3pm, $200/week. 

Register Here 

Megan Toben founded Pickards Mountain Eco-Institute and Children of the Forest Summer 

Camps 8 years ago. Megan holds a Biology degree and 20 years of Outdoor Education 

experience. Shown here with her son, Ezra, Megan is a devoted homeschooling mother. Megan 

will be overseeing a team of creative young adults as they co-create memory-making 

experiences for everyone! 

 

Scholarships available, please contact us for details: pickardsmountain@gmail.com  

SUMMER NATURE EXPEDITIONS CAMPS 
Center for Human-Earth Restoration 
 
C.H.E.R. is proud to offer three weeks this summer for youngsters to attend one-week day 
camp. Please review information below and sign up. Space is limited. 
 
 

http://pickardsmountain.org/summer-camps
mailto:pickardsmountain@gmail.com
http://pickardsmountain.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Meg-Ezra-2-HTH-Pre-Opening-Party.jpeg
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Nature Expedition: Historic Yates Mill Base Camp (Grades 1-5) 
 
The week-long camp adventure includes nature activities and games that will lead children to 
find a sense of wonder and awe in the natural world. Camp activities include lessons in 
restoring ecosystems, plant and animal behaviors, adventures in soils and water, taking solo 
silent walks, gazing, nature art, natural music, Native American stories, mill tours and nature 
journaling. All activities are designed small groups of children in grades 1 to 5 to open their 
sensory experiences in the outdoors to develop deeper, more meaningful relationships with the 
Earth Community. Be prepared to get wet and muddy. Cost is $240.00 per child. 
 
Time:  June 15-19, 2015 
Mon-Fri:      9 to 4 pm 
Location:    Historic Yates Mill County Park 
Minimum:   10         Maximum:  15 
Instructor:  Randy Senzig, North Carolina Certified Environmental Educator 
 
Nature Expedition:  Historic Yates Mill Base Camp (Grades 6-8) 
 
The week-long camp adventure includes nature activities and games that will lead children to 
find a sense of wonder and awe in the natural world. Camp activities include lessons in 
restoring ecosystems, plant and animal behaviors, adventures in soils and water, taking solo 
silent walks, gazing, nature art, natural music, Native American stories, mill tours and nature 
journaling. All activities are designed small groups of middle school aged children to open their 
sensory experiences in the outdoors to develop deeper, more meaningful relationships with the 
Earth Community. Be prepared to get wet and muddy. Cost is $240.00 per child. 
 
Time:  August 3-7, 2015 
Mon-Fri:      9 to 4 pm 
Location:    Historic Yates Mill County Park 
Minimum:   10         Maximum:  15 
Instructor:  Randy Senzig, North Carolina Certified Environmental Educator 
 
Nature Expedition:  Fuquay-Varina Base Camp (Grades 1-5) 
 
The week-long camp adventure includes nature activities and games that will lead children to 
find a sense of wonder and awe in the natural world. Camp activities include lessons in 
restoring ecosystems, plant and animal behaviors, adventures in soils and water, taking solo 
silent walks, gazing, nature art, natural music, Native American stories, and nature journaling. 
All activities are designed for grades 1-5 to open their sensory experiences in the outdoors to 
develop deeper, more meaningful relationships with the Earth Community. Be prepared to get 
wet and muddy. Register with Fuquay-Varina Parks and Rec or 
email humanearthrestoration@gmail.com for information. 
 

mailto:humanearthrestoration@gmail.com
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Time:      July 6-10 
Mon-Fri:      9 to 3 pm 
Location:    CHJ Environmental Center 

BECOME A MEMBER, MAKE A DONATION, VOLUNTEER 
 
Your support of CES through becoming a member or making a donation is important. Benefits 
of membership include a subscription to our print publication, The Ecozoic, and discounts to 
CES events. Membership is on a calendar year basis. Memberships received after November 1 
of a calendar year count as membership for the following calendar year.  
 
You may become a member at http://www.ecozoicsocieties.org/membership/. Or, you may 
send a letter to CES at 2516 Winningham Road, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27516, USA, with 
your contact information (name, address, email and phone) and dues. Dues for regular 
membership is US$35 (individual or family). You may become a sustaining member of CES for 
US$135 each year or by paying $5 or more monthly through an automatic payment service. 
Alternately you may become a member (and pay by credit card or PayPal) by contacting us at 
ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com. CES also accepts members who pay lesser dues or no dues.  
 

COPYRIGHT 
 
Except as otherwise noted, the articles in CES Monthly Musings are copyrighted under 
a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 Unported License 

http://www.ecozoicsocieties.org/membership/
mailto:ecozoicsocieties@gmail.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

