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NEWS 

CES NEWS 
By Herman Greene 
 
New Publication date for 2018 Journal on The Ecozoic Way: CES Foundational Papers 
 
We made a push to send this 350-page issue to the printer at the end of December 2018. At 
that time we sent the manuscript to several leaders in Thomas Berry’s work and they suggested 

important changes which involved additional writing. Completing 
this issue gave way to work on the Living Legacy of Thomas Berry 
event and the Earth Law textbook (see below). We now expect to 
send the issue to the printer by the end of February, and the issue 
will be published in March and distributed in late March or early 
April. The table of contents of the issue is available here. 
 
Each person who was a 2018 CES member or is a 2019 CES member 
will receive a copy. Information on becoming a 2019 member is 
available at the end of this issue of The Ecozoic Review. Others may 
purchase a copy for $25, plus postage, by contacting 
ecozoic.studies@gmail.com. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bzGNy5VgDzk6pHVsB_-yiW27ynhcGwEo/view?usp=sharing
mailto:ecozoic.studies@gmail.com
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The Living Legacy of Thomas Berry Event, May 29-June1, 2019, in the foothills of North 
Carolina 
 
CES is joining with six other Thomas Berry- related groups in the Piedmont area of North 
Carolina in sponsoring “The Living Legacy of Thomas Berry” event, May 29-June 1, 2019, with 

optional pre-conference 
events on May 29.  
 
The event will feature a 
day of reflecting at 
Timberlake Earth 
Sanctuary in Whitsett, NC, 
and a day of sharing and a 
day of renewing and 
celebrating at the Eco-
Institute at Pickards 
Mountain. Attendance will 
be limited to 100 people. 

Since there are seven sponsoring groups, this means each group may only have fourteen 
invitees attend. Given this, registration is by invitation only at the present time. If you have 
questions about this event or wish to receive an invitation if space is available, please contact 
laurie@ecozoicstudies.org.  
 
Earth Law Textbook 
 
Grant Wilson and Tony Zelle of the Earth Law Center are now working with a team of over 
twenty lawyers in preparing the first comprehensive textbook for law students on Earth law. 
Herman Greene of CES has joined the team as one of four lead editors and as coordinating 
author of the introduction and of the chapters on the emergence of Earth law and special issues 
in Earth law. 
 
Earth law has developed in many places as people see a need to keep human impact within 
planetary boundaries and prospectively protect the health of ecosystems and also in general to 
change the relationship of humans with the natural world. It has arisen spontaneously in 
various parts of the world, sometimes in connection with Thomas Berry (see below) and 
sometimes not.  This textbook aims to expose students to the full range of approaches to Earth 
law and invite them into lifelong collective research and action for the further development of 
Earth law. 
 
One of Thomas Berry’s last initiatives concerned Earth jurisprudence. He lamented that in law 
only humans have rights and called for nature to have rights. In Evening Thoughts (2003), he 
laid out his “Ten Principles for Jurisprudence Revision.” His work led directly to the formation of 

mailto:laurie@ecozoicstudies.org
http://www.earthlawcenter.org/
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an Earth Jurisprudence program at the Gaia Foundation in London and the Earth Jurisprudence 
Center at Barry University Law School in Florida. Informed by Berry, Cormac Cullinan wrote a 
seminal book called Wild Law, which was followed by Exploring Wild Law: The Philosophy of 
Earth Jurisprudence, edited by Peter Burdon. Now there are various centers of Earth Law, Wild 
Law, Ecological Law, and Earth jurisprudence—all of which aim at taking environmental law to 
greater depth and giving standing to nature in the legal system. Ecuador and Bolivia have both 
given rights to nature in their constitutions. 
 
“Process as Creativity–Process as Concern,” Twelfth International Whitehead Conference, 
August 27-30, 2019, University of Brasília, Brasília, Brazil 
 
Herman Greene of CES will give a keynote lecture at the above-referenced conference on “The 
History, Meaning, and Purpose of the International Process Network.” He will also co-chair the 
section on “Ecological Civilization, Ecology, Ethics, Economics, and Law.” Scholars from around 
the world will join in this conference and papers delivered will span a wide range of disciplines. 
The unifying element of the conference is process-relational philosophy as developed by Alfred 
North Whitehead. In this philosophy creativity is the ontological ultimate. Our intentions and 
choices as humans are real (not causally predetermined or random), and the future, subject to 
the conditions of existence at that time, is open. This is true not only for humans but in varying 
degrees for all that has been from the beginning and is now. Everything has a psychic-spiritual 
as well as a physical dimension. As the universe evolves, complexity, consciousness, richness of 
experience, and possibility increase. 

WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH THE GREEN NEW DEAL? 
By Alice Loyd 
 
Climate change is finally getting a lot of mainstream media coverage, and recently most of that 
has been about the phenomenon known as the Green New Deal (the GND).  The GND and its 
photogenic sponsor Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (also known by her initials AOC), Democrat 
from New York, have even taken attention away from the story of the border wall, allowing us 
to read about proposals to solve a real crisis. The GND at present is a resolution introduced by 
Rep. Ocasio-Cortez and Sen. Ed Markey, D-MA, on February 7, 2019. It begins, “Whereas the 
October 2018 report entitled ‘Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5Co [states] human 
activity is the dominant cause of observed climate change over the past century. . . . [It is] the 
duty of the Federal Government to create a Green New Deal.” 
 
The resolution is basically a political messaging document, issuing a challenge to Congress and 
the country. While the actions it prescribes are not more radical than the ones that will be 
needed if we are to prevent the worst outcomes, they exceed what we are accustomed to 
hearing from lawmakers, and they’ve caused a stir. Republicans are excited about GND because 
they think it will divide the Democrats and alarm the voters. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell is so pleased he plans to send the resolution to the Senate floor for a vote quickly 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/green-new-deal-mcconnell-vote_us_5c632ac9e4b08da0ec7fafd6?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosgenerate&stream=top
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"to see how they feel"—a strategy intended to force Democrats to go public before any of the 
measures the resolution contains have been fully considered. No part of the proposal has been 
offered as a bill in either house at this writing.  
 
Here are some of the objectives included in the resolution as they appear in the online posting 
of the document:  

(A) building resiliency against climate change-related disasters  

(B) repairing and upgrading the infrastructure in the United States  

(C) meeting 100 percent of the power demand in the United States through clean, 
renewable, and zero-emission energy sources, including by dramatically expanding and 
upgrading existing renewable power sources and by deploying new capacity 

(D) building or upgrading to energy-efficient, distributed, and ‘‘smart’’ power grids, and 
working to ensure affordable access to electricity 

(E) upgrading all existing buildings in the United States and building new buildings to 
achieve maximal energy efficiency, water efficiency, safety, affordability, comfort, and 
durability, including through electrification 

(F) spurring massive growth in clean manufacturing in the United States and removing 
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from manufacturing and industry as much as is 
technologically feasible, including by expanding renewable energy manufacturing and 
investing in existing manufacturing and industry  

(G) working collaboratively with farmers and ranchers in the United States to eliminate 
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from the agricultural sector as much as is 
techno- logically feasible, including by supporting family farming; by investing in 
sustainable farming and land use practices that increase soil health; and by building a 
more sustainable food system that ensures universal access to healthy food 
 
(H) overhauling transportation systems in the United States to eliminate pollution and 
greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector as much as is technologically 
feasible, including through investment in zero-emission vehicle infrastructure and 
manufacturing; clean, affordable, and accessible public transportation; and high-speed 
rail.  

 
The socialism label that many politicians and publications are applying relates to the 
resolution’s call for a mobilization that guarantees wage and benefit parity for workers affected 
by the transition; offers high-quality union jobs that pay prevailing wages; hires local workers; 
offers training and advancement opportunities; guarantees a family-sustaining wage, adequate 

https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/5729033/Green-New-Deal-FINAL.pdf
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family and medical leave, paid vacations, and retirement security to all people of the United 
States; and strengthens and protects the right of all workers to organize, unionize, and 
collectively bargain free of coercion, intimidation, and harassment. The resolution’s social 
justice emphasis is seen in statements such as this: “A Green New Deal must be developed 
through transparent and inclusive consultation, collaboration, and partnership with frontline 
and vulnerable communities, labor unions, worker cooperatives, civil society groups, academia, 
and businesses.”  
 
In summary, the resolution calls for actions that specifically target greenhouse gas emissions 
and fossil fuels, specifies a number of social goals, and concludes with a succinct list of expected 
outcomes of a Green New Deal: that as the economy decarbonizes it will provide “all people of 
the United States with high-quality health care; affordable, safe, and adequate housing; 
economic security; and access to clean water, clean air, healthy and affordable food, and 
nature.” 
 
The Green New Deal is alarming to conservatives for several reasons. It calls for large 
government investment, it aims to move wealth downward, and it goes against the interests of 
those profiting most from the fossil fuel economy—although the GND hopes to achieve enough 
economic growth for everyone to have a share. Noah Smith writes on Bloomberg, “First, the 
plan overreaches in its desire to deliver a raft of expensive new entitlements—guaranteed jobs, 
benefits, health care, housing, education, income and more. If the large deficits required to pay 
for all of these things ended up harming the economy, it would actually hurt the cause of 
limiting climate change rather than help it.” Timothy P. Carney says in Washington Examiner: 
“All of these dreams become real only if the federal government forks over billions and billions 
to General Electric, Siemens, monopoly utilities, Tesla, Google, and the other corporate giants 
who hire the right lobbyists and position themselves to pocket the handouts. This is how it will 
take shape, even if it isn't exactly the same as the unicorns and rainbows that some of its 
authors might really have in mind.”  
 
From a different framework, on Green Social Thought Stan Cox of the Land Institute criticizes 
the plan as being “less of what we don’t need”—growth. He says the GND would “hitch its 
sustainable-infrastructure investment and taxation reforms to the existing economy,” a 
strategy he calls “the politically palatable, well-worn, but rarely successful equality-through-
growth route.” He believes, “Any effective strategy to drive emissions down to zero cannot also 
expect to spur aggregate growth; it would in fact curtail and even reverse the growth of GDP.” 
He continues, “Fortunately—well-tended conventional wisdom notwithstanding—de-growth in 
America would not necessarily bring on a Great-Depression-style social catastrophe.”  
 
CES advocates a transition away from the industrial-economic values of this period and toward 
an age governed by ecological and cultural values. Those values would embrace clean energy 

https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2019-02-12/an-alternative-to-alexandria-ocasio-cortez-s-green-new-deal
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/columnists/the-green-new-deal-will-become-a-corporate-crony-feeding-frenzy
http://greensocialthought.org/content/green-growth-heart-green-new-deal-it’s-malignant
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and social justice but would view continued economic growth that involved material 
throughput1 in the wealthy global North as unjust as well as unrealistic. 
 
Writing in The Guardian, economist Ann Pettifor says a Green New Deal has to embrace the 
need for structural change to the global financial and economic system. “Its ambition is on a 
much grander scale than Roosevelt’s 1930s New Deal. . . .  To tackle climate change we need 
simultaneously to tackle the root cause of growing toxic emissions: a self-regulating, globalised 
financial system that injects exponential supplies of unregulated credit into the hands of 
speculators and consumers. Credit that is used in turn to inflate the prices of existing assets, 
and to fuel consumption of the earth’s finite assets extracted via the energy of fossil fuels. Only 
once we switch off, regulate and moderate the ‘tap’ of ‘easy money’ will it be possible to 
regulate and ‘switch off’ the toxic emissions of fossil fuels.” 
 
Six of the largest, most influential environmental advocacy groups have not signed a letter in 
support of the New Green Deal that was sent to members of Congress. Signed by 626 other 
environmental groups as of February 14, the letter is a broad endorsement, and the reluctance 
to sign by Sierra Club, Natural Resources Defense Council, Environmental Defense Fund, Mom’s 
Clean Air Force, Environment America, and Audubon Society may indicate only that more study 
is required. Two green groups founded by Democratic celebrities are also absent: Al Gore’s 
Climate Reality Project and Tom Steyer’s NextGen America. As of February 17 there were 95 co-
signers to the resolution in the US House. The Sunrise Movement website maintains a tally and 
offers a way for individuals to sign in support. 
 
A survey conducted by think tank Data for Progress shows high voter support for key Green 
New Deal tenets like improving water infrastructure and a 100 percent renewables mandate, 
but lower enthusiasm when voters were presented with higher-cost options for achieving these 
goals and mandates with strict timelines, like proposing only electric cars be sold by 2030.  A 
green jobs guarantee outpolls a straight jobs guarantee, especially among young people. It even 
brings Trump voters almost (but not quite) up to majority approval. A survey from Yale and 
George Mason universities finds that respondents really like the "Green New Deal," with 81% of 
registered voters either "strongly" or "somewhat" supporting these features of the deal: a 
move to 100% renewable power within 10 years, upgrades to grid and other infrastructure, and 
job training. This includes nearly two-thirds of Republican respondents. Relevant to this high 
rating may be the fact that the poll question only partially describes the sweeping proposal. 
 
A Green New Deal has been part of the Green Party’s platform for more than a decade, and Jill 
Stein had been campaigning on it since 2012. The term can be traced back to Thomas Friedman, 
who wrote a New York Times column in 2007 about the concept and later expanded the idea in 
a book. The following year Barack Obama brought Van Jones into his administration to try 

                                                      
1  Each time we purchase a good or service we set in motion a chain of activities that has an 

impact on the physical world.  
 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/feb/11/the-green-new-deal-offers-radical-environmental-and-economic-change?utm_term=RWRpdG9yaWFsX0d1YXJkaWFuVG9kYXlVUy0xOTAyMTE%3D&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GuardianTodayUS&CMP=GTUS_email
https://newrepublic.com/article/152885/biggest-green-groups-cold-feet-green-new-deal
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/gnd
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/green-new-deal-pol_n_5c65bad0e4b0bcddd40fd3ba
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2018/12/21/18144138/green-new-deal-alexandria-ocasio-cortez
http://climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/the-green-new-deal-has-strong-bipartisan-support/
https://theintercept.com/2019/02/02/green-new-deal-aoc/
https://grist.org/article/whats-the-green-new-deal-the-surprising-origins-behind-a-progressive-rallying-cry/
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/01/19/opinion/19friedman.html?module=inline
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to implement a small a version of Green New Deal, or “Green Jobs.” “Green New Deal” was 
only a working title until articles began to appear calling it a Green New Deal before the 
organizers decided on a name. Its sudden surge into the mainstream happened after Sunrise, a 
youth-led environmental organization, held a sit-in in Nancy Pelosi’s office. 
 
Given this history and the absence up to now of specific legislation, David Roberts, writing on 
Vox, asks, “What must be in a policy platform for it to earn the name GND?” Based on answers 
he received when he did a sampling: (1) The plan must decarbonize the economy. The young 
people who will have to live with the effects of climate change want a plan that begins with 
what is necessary rather than what is deemed politically possible. (2) The plan must include a 
federal jobs guarantee and large-scale public investments. Again, the GND is not just climate 
policy. It’s about transforming the economy, lifting the up the poor and middle class, and 
creating a more muscular, active public sector. (3) The plan must include a just transition. 
Several people he spoke with stressed that they want to avoid the mistakes of the original New 
Deal, many elements of which entrenched or exacerbated racial inequalities. Everyone wants to 
make sure that the plan includes protections for those hit hardest by historical discrimination 
and those set to suffer most from the effects of climate change. 
 
Advocates are working now to create legislation in both House and Senate reflecting the GND 
goals. Most commentaries express doubt that any bill addressing climate change in an effective 
way has a chance of success—yet. What the New Green Deal has undeniably done, however, is 
to raise the issue to a higher priority. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-KY, may be 
right in betting many Democrats aren’t ready to take the risk of voting yes at this time, but 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer is not backing down. On February 14 he said Democrats 
would not be intimidated by the “cynical stunt” of voting on the Green New Deal resolution, 
and demanded the Kentucky Republican acknowledge the scientific consensus around climate 
change and commit the chamber to tackling the problem. “I challenge Leader McConnell to say 
that climate change is real, that it’s caused by humans, and that Congress needs to act,” 
Schumer said. Seen as challenge to inactivity, the New Green Deal is already a success. 
 

MUSE 

Editor’s Note: The following two articles are written by Americans who encountered abundance 
in the midst of poverty in the Global South. As a result of their experience both had new 
questions regarding material scarcity: How much does it take to be happy? What can one do to 
make a difference?  
 

https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2018/12/21/18144138/green-new-deal-alexandria-ocasio-cortez
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/02/14/schumer-green-new-deal-1175513
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A REMARKABLE DAY AT “SAFE PASSAGE” IN GUATEMALA 
By Tim Toben 
 

About 20 years ago a young woman from Maine named Hanley Demming 
visited Guatemala. A friend invited her to come see something in the large 
landfill, in the center of the city. What she saw changed her life. Hundreds 
of families scavenging for food and salvaging what they could to sell—
plastic, glass, aluminum, etc.—were living in the massive garbage dump. 
 
There was a strict hierarchy in the landfill. The garbage trucks were 
numbered. Everyone knew the ones that came from the wealthy 
neighborhoods and those were rushed, upon arrival, because the best 

garbage came from the best neighborhoods. Certain families sorted out those items and cross-
over was not allowed.  
 
Hanley saw that the 
children of these families 
had no possibility 
whatsoever of breaking out 
of the cycle of poverty, and 
that was unacceptable to 
her. She called home and 
told her family that she had 
to stay and do what she 
could to help. These 
children had stolen her 
heart. She sold her 
computer and everything 
she owned and raised $5,000. A priest offered her his church next to the landfill to start a 
school. 

 
Today that school, named “Safe 
Passage,” has grown and serves 600 
students at a very high caliber. 
Volunteers from all over the world, 
but especially Maine, offer several 
weeks up to a full year to teach 
children whose lives would have been 
lived in the landfill. The school has 
expanded to include adult education 
and vocational training. We bought 

Source: "Guatemala 18" by Elaine under Creative Commons License 

Source: “Dump Kids” by Katherine Johnson under  
Creative Commons License 
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several gifts that were made by the mothers of these children. 
 
The school is adjacent to the massive landfill, which is dangerous. In 2005, a landslide of trash 
killed 250 people inside. Two years later, a methane explosion killed others. The district is 
known as a “red zone,” because it is controlled by violent gangs. But, the gangs respect the 
school and protect those who work there and visit. 
 
So we spent the day seeing incredibly joyful children, hungry for learning, being fed healthy 
meals, at that school in one of the darkest corners of social injustice. On many levels, it was 
breathtaking.  
 

 
 
Sadly, Hanley was killed in an automobile accident in 2007, but her legacy is alive and well. The 
annual operating budget of Safe Passage is $1.8 million/year and there are 124 
staff/volunteers. The quality of education seems extraordinarily high and there is an active job 
placement program. Children and their parents are indeed leaving the landfill forever and 
creating lives that are far better than they would otherwise have been. It was very inspiring.  
 
We were all moved to tears.  
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RETURN TO INDIA 
By Pat Moriarty  

Sometimes in my life I have stumbled into lessons that seem unusual and unconventional. 
On my recent trip to Mumbai, India I found myself a student once again. The topic was 
acceptance. I had returned after almost three years for what I hoped was a final round of major 
dental work, to an exceptional clinic and an oral surgeon who had become a friend. India taught 
me much during my first visit, and the lessons only this time.  

Mumbai is a city of 22 million people, most of whom reside in crowded slums. To say the city is 
over-populated is a breathtaking understatement. I spent my days in a dental chair and my 
early mornings on long walks through the neighborhoods surrounding my hotel and clinic. One 
such neighborhood, Dharavi, morphed into my classroom, a community made famous by the 
movie “Slumdog Millionaire.” 

Dharavi juxtaposed abject poverty with unbridled vitality in ways that made no sense to me. 
The physical conditions inside the neighborhood were simply mind boggling: 

 

 

 Dharavi spans an area of just 535 
acres, with 1.2 million people, 

 The population density is 
869,565 people per square mile, 

 There are 5,000 businesses, 
15,000 single-room factories. 

 

 

  

https://justathoughtbypat.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/B1881306-5C04-41C8-A658-7C285085D611.jpeg
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 The literacy rate of 90% is 
among the highest in the 
country. 

 Many residents are highly 
trained, tech-savvy 
entrepreneurs, 

 More than a billion dollars of 
commerce is generated 
annually, 

 
 

 
 
 
 The average rent is $4.00 per 

month, 
 Only 26% of the community 

has access to clean drinking 
water, 

 4,000 cases of disease are 
reported daily,  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 80% of Mumbai waste 
is recycled, much of it in 
Dharavi. 

 Toxic levels are three 
times the safe limits. 

 

 

1Source: Keith J Smith. / Alamy Stock Photo 

https://justathoughtbypat.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/DB5C2726-3B32-4141-9C9E-C297F160D5BF.jpeg
https://justathoughtbypat.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/1F1A33F5-6D77-4347-A98D-3FA376B21F16.jpeg
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 The average wage is $1.25 per 
day, 

 

 

 

 
And yet the people projected a sense of contentment and well-being. Dharavi taught me 
poverty need not destroy the spirit; prosperity is a point of view, not a destination. Happiness is 
not a monetizable commodity. What is enough is a matter of choice. Acceptance has the power 
to transform a little — into enough. 

Don’t get me wrong. My lesson didn’t come easy; I needed something in me to change for me 
to see what was staring me in the face. For this to happen I needed to get out of my head and 
into the streets of Mumbai, through the tight, crowded communities, in order to test my 
preconceptions and introduce a new perspective on my own life. 

These scenes of: 

 Cheery-eyed children 
going off to school, 

 Precarious shacks hosting 
cutting-edge technology, 

 Women preparing meals 
in glorious fellowship. 

Happy scenes, juxtaposed against 
jaw-dropping conditions of what 
looked like abject poverty, were 
more than I could comprehend. 
How could such vitality exist in 
such an environment? And yet I could not deny I saw the same level (if not more) vitality as I’d 
find my own community. 

I felt not blessed for what I had, but in need of what they had. 

https://justathoughtbypat.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/D0C6A107-E887-4271-85FB-5AFA8EFBB1C9.jpeg
https://justathoughtbypat.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/221AE112-28F5-45FA-B1E5-7E3E5032619A.jpeg
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The spectacular question came to me: When is it that I decide enough is enough? I couldn’t 
help but ask myself, why is it that I place so many preconditions on my happiness. Why was my 
enough so much more than their enough? 

During my time in Mumbai I was introduced to an answer in thousands of people in makeshift 
shelters, lining countless sidewalks, living their lives who, not for a moment, considered 
themselves homeless but occupants of “homes” of a different sort. 

My big lesson came with one particular woman who lived on a sidewalk close to my hotel. I 
would see her preparing a morning meal next to the tarp that provided shelter for her family. 
She greeted me with a sweet, toothless smile, exactly the same kind of smile I’d traveled 7,000 
miles to eliminate. 

 

I left India having been taught an unforgettable lesson. My life would be a more congenial 
reality if I’d learn to dial down: 

 what I think life owes me, 
 what I think I’ve earned, 
 counting my blessings in stuff, 
 comparing myself to others. 

My trip to India taught me the starting point to a good life is and always has been accepting 
that my life right now is — good enough. 

Just a thought… 

Pat 

Copyright © 2018 Patrick J. Moriarty. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission 
Weekly “Just a Thought’ messages from Pat Moriarty are available here. 

https://justathoughtbypat.com/
https://justathoughtbypat.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/553D4B67-4CBC-45BA-A504-CEE325DD903E.jpeg
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WHEN ENOUGH IS A’PLENTY 
By Katherine Savage 
 
An angel of a’plenty summoned my first garden plot. She came to me from the other side at a 
time when I needed a nudge to get out of bed. I’d been in bed metaphorically for a few years, 
from the profundity of my discouragement in human behavior. I was feeling the holes rather 
than the levity of having let go of relationships and activities where my efforts had not changed 
the trajectory of their effects on the planet. Believing this was personal, I reeled my offerings 
back in, put them under the covers, and turned off the light. One night, my Grandmother Sarah 
came into the foreground of my dreams, and once again gripped the edge of our dinner table 
between creased palm and fused arthritic fingers, asserting to the offer of more food, “I have 
a’plenty.”  
 
My grandmother learned how to quantify adequacy from raising six children in eastern NC on a 
subsistence farm during the first Great Depression, with a husband frequently partnered to 
moonshine. She created enough out of almost nothing, sending those children off to college 
and into successful lives from having borne witness to how many needs could be resolved in 
her force field of love. By kindling my memory of her frequent I have a’plenty incantations at 
the table where we received our nourishment, she made visible that knowing what she needed 
was a generosity that made my very existence possible. She offered her words for my use as an 
invocation, to bring forth a future out of trust in my enough-ness.  
 
And so, soon after this dream, when my father (her son) offered me his garden asleep with 
disuse, a plethora of goosebumps spread over my skin, for surely this was my angel of a’plenty 
messaging me. With shovel and hoe but little knowledge of what to do with a seed, I gave 
myself over to learning the tasks of planting, tending, and harvesting. As I dug, fears and griefs 
dropped into the soil to be composted and remade. My hands and knees became conduits of 
health from soil to heart. After repeatedly witnessing the diversity and strength of life that 
sprang forth from the genetic coding in tiny seed pods of promise, I felt encouraged to believe 
that the power of even my slight self could be so manifested. There was a well of generosity 
growing in me that I knew wouldn’t diminish as long as I remained connected to the garden 
ground. Gardening, it seems, is something one does until one understands, a garden is what 
one is.  
 
I then opened that garden to a few neighbors to tend with me, and our harvests transcended 
food. Sharing the food we grew and each other’s company inspired us to host neighborhood 
potlucks and gatherings. Other neighbors, seeing the generative goodness that comes along 
with extremely locally-sourced food, asked for help in their own yards building gardens, 
installing chicken coops and beehives, and planting food trees. Sometimes when we gathered 
to work or celebrate, we learned about quiet neighbors with large needs, and organized 
projects to help. A tender feeling of “we belong to each other” began taking root and growing 
in the place of our drive-by waves and nods from the car.  
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No one at our gatherings compromised the balm of living in an actual neighborhood by pointing 
out where our views on issues of the day diverged, though we all knew this well enough from 
yard signs in campaign seasons. Without ever discussing climate change, we were on our way 
to building a neighborhood that could turn to rather than on each other during difficult times. 
Without mentioning descent, we were creating a template for how to face forward into the 
great transition with a next-door neighbor who, in your mind, voted for the descent-causing 
candidate. We were not activating anything other than muscles, soil potential, and heart 
energy, and yet we were leaning into resiliency, preparing to flow through challenge by 
knowing the power of our sources of plentitude. A back-yard garden was administering to us 
the first rite of abundance thinking . . . when you remember what you truly need, therein will 
you find enough. 
 
I associate those days of growing a garden and a ‘hood of neighbors, with the period of life in 
which I gained some understanding of what I’d been making space for with all the clearing out 
I’d done, when I was once again able to place myself inside the “trouble” as a helper without 
the immediate temptation to crawl back in bed. For I had been a witness to how the Creator 
speaks through places and experiences to offer the heart wisdom we desperately need, and 
then we, from being tended to so abundantly, carry and create experiences of nurturance for 
others. I saw, I believe, the shape for how we keep going anyway, no matter what. In a time of 
terror over how much of the familiar is falling apart, we need experiences such as these to 
remind us we carry the Creator within us, always. With that faith, we can stay present with the 
challenge of how to allow what must come apart to do so—like neighbors who do not engage 
the other. We can learn to recognize what is emerging in its place and encourage its 
manifestation—like neighbors coming to understand they hold much more in common than 
not.  
 
With an angel of a’plenty on my shoulder and a beginner’s guide for abundant living in my back 
pocket, I then answered a 30-year call from the South Toe River and Black Mountain range to 
live with them. In these last two years, I have used a lens of abundance to read the story of this 
geographically beautiful but financially challenged place. Because of Yancey County’s 
formidable topography, it has never been much of a candidate for capitalistic ventures, and 
some of what did come has been taken back with little hope of replacement. With the new 
losses I’ve personally witnessed—the closure of labor and delivery at our local hospital and of 
schools that had been community gathering sites—I see anger and frustration mount, fear 
intensify, and the story of scarcity deepen. Having been in descent longer than the county I 
moved away from, this community is no longer waiting for an outside rescue and is 
collaborating intensely on how to stretch what we have as far as possible. While this is 
necessary to stem the pain and damage of descent, collaboration is also an expression of faith 
in the wealth of working together and leveraging resources, and it is a strong step in to building 
a shared belief that a’plenty is real and can be counted on to give us what we truly need. 
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My enough glasses are helping me see how I might elevate the significance of what is already 
happening here, so that clarity of intent can accompany what comes of our partnering. For 
these collaborations to result in physical manifestations, abundance must be used both as the 
narrative for decision-making and as the energy we lean into. Though many here are aware of 
ways in which we are rich, few are in the habit of placing our sources of a’plenty on the 
problem-solving table as a strategy for ameliorating concerns. I am using a narrative of enough 
to address the troubles of our children’s compromised health and a fragile food system, and to 
connect our local farmers with child care centers. I’m leveraging its energy to confront the 
problem of exorbitant funeral home fees and their earth-injurious practices, and to provide 
death midwifery to those who want to remain at home after their last breath. These offerings 
are welcomed in a conservative county because they build on an existing understanding that 
we are physically rich in river bottom land for growing food, and spiritually wealthy in the 
mountain ethic of “taking care of our own,” including our dead. There is also power in the 
ability of these offerings to take our human needs out of the politics of tribe and into the 
common life of a people and their landscape. They democratize abundance, in other words, 
which is critically important when the conversations of how we provide social care to those in 
need are highly charged and polarizing.  
 
There is also the need if abundance is to manifest, to name its forms out loud and frequently, 
so that we make of it a mantra and know with specificity what to insert into our dreams and 
prayers. In the South Toe valley, we can begin the litany of a’plenty with the power and beauty 
of our landscape. It shows me what to ask of Spirit--lift me with the power of mountains that 
make my jaw drop and vision rise, so I can tear down what is killing us and support the 
ascendance of what is life-giving. Send me the clarity of a clean cold river, so that I can see what 
help is mine to give and what to let flow on. Thank you, Spirit, for the satiation I experience 
every time I step out my door, and may that fuel an intensity of willingness to interrupt ruinous 
human behavior. These petitions answered, after all, make possible the richness that feeds 
everything else we do. 
 
As the old structures give way, we are becoming nouveau riche in the energy being released 
and freed. I am watching people take it up, leverage it to create new forms, and attract others 
in the joy of their offering. Examples abound. In the absence of recovery programs, 
practitioners of alternative medicine are offering their services to those who’ve abused opioids 
to numb their pain. Citizens are considering how to take back our hospital from the for-profit 
system that will likely close it, and there is talk of converting our abandoned school buildings 
into community centers with edible gardens and services for families. 
 
To ensure our energy is sustained as descent intensifies, generators of critical transition skills, 
behaviors, and resources are forming. A community art space thrive-hive provides supplies and 
space for people to “encounter, encourage, and express their creativity”, and build our muscles 
for thinking out of the boxes of trouble we are in. A local lending program is investing in 
entrepreneurs who want to provide goods and services in our valley. Voice venues are 
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proliferating to give warm and lofty air to the songs and stories that can weave our community 
solidarity through transition. Herbalists, wildcrafters, and permaculturists are skilling us in how 
to live reciprocally with our land, so that we can learn the behaviors of a species who knows its 
dependency. 
 
Find your enough glasses and put them on. Then look around. You will see that descent is only 
the falling apart of what is not serving our planet’s majesty, and you will want to bring it on. 
You will see the forms rising that could receive our species on the other side, and you will want 
to play matchmaker—pointing people towards each other when the same energy is swirling 
around them. You will want to hold space—gathering people to plan the particulars of how to 
help an offering into being. And when your joy gets activated by the direct inspiration of Spirit 
to your very self, you will feel the tender honor of that, then determination to nurture it into 
being. There will be no more talk of one side “winning.” It will not matter to you so much if it 
“works.” You will feel as I do, the arc of heartening energy of abundance moving amongst and 
between the people, and it will be enough just to be in what is unfolding. In your bones you will 
find, once again, the hope we’ve been tending like a garden for so very long. It will be a’plenty. 

GREEN NEW DEAL: MAKING IT WORK 
By Roy Morrison 

At last a proposal for a Green New Deal has been introduced in Congress by Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, D-NY (AOC), and Senator Ed Markey, D-MA, as a joint resolution with an outline of basic 
principles. 

The intent of the Green New Deal is threefold: First, reduce carbon dioxide emissions close to 
zero by 2030. Second, pull carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and sequester it in bio-mass 
through agriculture and forestry. Third, use the multi-trillion-dollar investments necessary to 
build the renewable energy and carbon sequestration infrastructure to create millions of new 
jobs and strengthen communities. 

This is not a plan for changes on the margins designed not to upset business and fossil fuel 
pollution as usual. Exxon-Mobil, for example, is bankrolling efforts to support a carbon tax. The 
oil men and women are content with a slow, albeit inevitable, decline in oil use. They are well 
aware of willingness of their customers to accept wild swings in oil prices. A modest and slowly 
rising carbon tax will be a shoulder shrug or a switch to a higher miles-per-gallon auto. 
 
A Green New Deal is an Investment Plan 
 
A Green New Deal should focus on investment in a sustainable future that cuts costs for the 
average consumer, not on raising taxes. The mission is not saving the lavish lifestyles of the rich 
at the expense of the poor and middle income. That's the message of the French yellow vest 
movement in response to sudden imposition of even higher gas taxes. 
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Mandating a ten-year phase out of fossil fuel electricity generation, fossil fuel powered 
vehicles, and fossil fuel home heating will slash operating expenses. By replacing high fuel costs 
for oil and gas with zero fuel costs renewables, the Green New Deal will put money back in 
peoples’ pockets. 
 
An electric vehicle (EV) fuel cost is equal to about $1.00 a gallon, a savings of $1200 a year for 
the average 15,000-mile-a-year driver, with an extra $300 in savings on oil and filter changes for 
a total of $1500 in savings a year. The batteries of the EV will able be able to help power your 
house and power the grid for further saving. Government can provide patient loan financing 
from a Green Infrastructure bank for building the EV charging infrastructure, which would 
become a cash cow once there were sufficient numbers of EVs on the road. 
 
A Green New Deal will make economic growth mean ecological improvement and the creation 
of millions of good sustainable jobs. We need Congressional 10-year mandates for 100% 
renewable portfolio standards, phase out of gasoline cars, and fossil fuel heating. This 
investment, given mandates, will be substantially financed by private capital, supported not by 
carbon taxes, but by patient loans, if needed, by a Green Infrastructure bank, community 
revenue bonds, short term targeted tax credits, and consumer rebates. 
As a builder of solar farms, it's clear to me there is plenty of private capital available to finance 
mandated zero-fuel-cost renewable development with modest subsidies in an industry where 
capital costs are dropping 4 to 5% a year. The renewable future in ten years will exist—with 
zero pollution, zero waste, and zero subsidy—as an enormous job creator. The renewable 
power future is not pie in the sky. It's pie on our dining room tables. Social and ecological 
justice is now attainable. 
 
Into the Streets 
 
The prospects for climate change leading inexorably to global ecological collapse is finally 
sparking debate on the bold steps necessary, on the scale of a WWII mobilization, to act before 
the geophysical forces we have unleashed foreclose our options to avoid global catastrophe. 
Nationally and internationally, youth-led Sunrise and Zero Hour movements are increasingly 
active with mass protests in the US planned for March 15, 2019. The decade after Donald 
Trump leaves the scene will be crucial in helping determine the shape of things to come for our 
collective futures. Now is the time to let the Green New Deal be among the first steps taken by 
the next administration. 
 

Roy Morrison builds solar farms. His next book, forthcoming, is EEG: Reversing Climate Change 
and Building an Ecological Civilization. 

https://www.sunrisemovement.org/
http://thisiszerohour.org/
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Fact Check 

AOC's Green New Deal Resolution Is Utopian – and Pragmatic 
http://nymag.com/intelligencer/2019/02/ocasio-cortez-aoc-green-new-deal-resolution-
explained-utopian-and-pragmatic.html 
 
ExxonMobil gives $1 million to promote a carbon tax-and-dividend plan 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/.../exxonmobil-gives-million-promote-carbon-tax-and-
...?noredirect=on 
 
Electric vehicles mpg equivalents 
https://www.energysage.com/electric-vehicles/buyers-guide/mpg-electric-vehicles/ 
 

REVIEWS 

Editor’s Note: The following book reviews will appear in the “Key Books” section of CES’s 2018 
Ecozoic Journal on “The Ecozoic Way: CES Foundational Papers.” 

EDWARD GOLDSMITH, THE WAY: AN ECOLOGICAL WORLDVIEW 
(Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, rev. ed. 1998) 
Review by Herman Greene 
 

Thomas Berry wrote in The Great Work that ecology is not another course or program, it 
is the foundation of all courses because it is a functional cosmology. Berry never to my 
knowledge explained why he sometimes wrote that the universe story is a functional 
cosmology and, at other times, ecology is a functional cosmology. It is clear to me, however, 
that, in both cases, when Berry wrote about cosmology he meant cosmology in the 
philosophical sense—philosophical cosmology—rather than physical cosmology. This was 
evident in his last years when in conversation he would say “Science hasn’t taught us anything 
about cosmology. When science [(physical cosmology)] thinks it is a cosmology [(philosophical 
cosmology)], it becomes a danger. When science [(physical cosmology)] functions with an 
adequate cosmology [(philosophical cosmology)], it becomes a wisdom.” A functional 
cosmology, for Berry is one that allows us to locate ourselves and act authentically within the 
world as it is. 
 

It is also clear to me that when Berry wrote about ecology he meant something other 
than or more than ecology as a subdiscipline of biology. In The Dream of the Earth he said, with 
reference to his claim that we are entering an ecological age:  
 

http://nymag.com/intelligencer/2019/02/ocasio-cortez-aoc-green-new-deal-resolution-explained-utopian-and-pragmatic.html
http://nymag.com/intelligencer/2019/02/ocasio-cortez-aoc-green-new-deal-resolution-explained-utopian-and-pragmatic.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/.../exxonmobil-gives-million-promote-carbon-tax-and-...?noredirect=on
https://www.washingtonpost.com/.../exxonmobil-gives-million-promote-carbon-tax-and-...?noredirect=on
https://www.energysage.com/electric-vehicles/buyers-guide/mpg-electric-vehicles/
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I use the term ecological in its primary meaning as the relation of an organism to its 
environment, but also as an indication of the interdependence of all living and nonliving 
systems of the earth. This vision of a planet integral with itself throughout its spatial 
extent and its evolutionary sequence is of primary importance if we are to have the 
psychic power to undergo the psychic and social transformations that are being 
demanded of us. (Dream of the Earth, pp. 41-42) 

 
While Berry wrote that ecology is a functional cosmology, he did not provide a 

systematic philosophy of ecology and culture that constitutes an ecological worldview and he 
did not specify how people should live in the future in accordance with that worldview. Edward 
Goldsmith in The Way did.  

 
All of Goldsmith’s ideas resonate with Berry’s thought and expand on it, though not with 

reference to Berry.  Goldsmith draws on many of the same sources as Berry, including notably 
the wisdom of Indigenous people, which Goldsmith refers to as vernacular or chthonic people. 
Vernacular features of societies are those that have not been imposed on it by the state, 
commercial enterprises, or some other external force, but have arisen from the self-organizing 
and self-governing dynamics within the societies. Vernacular people are those who live within 
vernacular societies. Chthonos was the Greek god of the Earth and chthonic people are those 
tribal and peasant societies largely outside the orbit of the modern world who revere Earth. 
Goldsmith also draws extensively on Alfred North Whitehead. 
 

He opens his book with chapters on ecology: 
 

 Ecology is a unified organization of knowledge 

 Ecology seeks to establish the laws of nature 

 Ecology studies natural systems in their Gaian context 

 Ecology is holistic 

 Ecology is teleological 

 Ecology explains events in terms of their role within the spatio-temporal Gaian hierarchy 

 Ecology is qualitative 

 Ecology is subjective  

 Ecology is emotional 

 Ecology is a faith 

 Ecology reflects the values of the biosphere 
 
He proceeds to write on the characteristics of natural systems and then moves to the 

characteristics of vernacular societies. The equivalent of the Great Work in Goldsmith is 
“following the Way.” The “Way” is the ethos of vernacular societies. Such societies, Goldsmith 
writes,  
 



The Ecozoic Review – January-February 2019  Page 22 of 34 
Center for Ecozoic Studies 
 

 
emphasized two fundamental principles that necessarily underlie an ecological world-
view. The first is that the living world of ecosphere is the basic source of all benefits and 
hence of all wealth, but will only dispense these benefits to us if we preserve its critical 
order. From this fundamental first principle follows the second, which is that the 
overriding goal of the behavior pattern of an ecological society must be to preserve the 
critical order of the natural world or of the cosmos that encompasses it. (P. xv) 
 

The argument put forward in this book is that we can only conceivably do better 
if, among other things, we set out to re-interpret our problems in light of a very 
different world-view—the world-view of ecology—inspired as it must be by the chthonic 
world-view entertained by our remote ancestors who knew, as modern man no longer 
knows, how to live on this planet. (P. 424) 

 
Like Berry, Goldsmith judges modernity and progress harshly: 

 
Instead of interpreting our problems as the inevitable consequence of economic 
development or progress—that anti-evolutionary process that diverts us ever further 
from the Way—we [(modern people)] interpret them instead as evidence that economic 
development has not proceeded far or fast enough—that, in effect, we have not 
deviated sufficiently from the Way.  
 
 This is the essence of the Great Misinterpretation—the ultimate manifestation of 
modern man’s cognitive maladjustment to the industrial world that he has created. It 
draws us into a chain-reaction leading to ever greater social and environmental 
destruction, from which we must waste no time in extracting ourselves if we are to have 
any future at all on this planet. (P. 431) 
 
Even more than Berry, Goldsmith judges the philosophical foundations and practice of 

modern science: 
 

Those who support the notion that economic and technological progress is part 
and parcel of the evolutionary process usually regard the early stages of evolution as 
instinctive, while the later stages that we associate with technological progress are seen 
to be conscious and purposive. . . . 

 
For them, “human evolution,” as they refer to it, is the latest phase of evolution 

and it is principally the product of the development of mind, consciousness and reason. 
Because they considered man to be endowed with these three unique attributes, he is 
free to determine his own evolution—unencumbered, they clearly intimate, by any 
obligation to subject his progressive activities to any social, ecological or cosmic 
constraints. 
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In light of the analysis provided in this book, however, what they call human 

evolution or progress is the very negation of evolution or the Gaian Process, and is best 
referred to as anti-evolution. Since evolution can be equated with the Way, serving as it 
does to maintain the critical order and hence the stability of the ecosphere, progress or 
anti-evolution can be equated with the anti-Way—serving to disrupt the critical order of 
the ecosphere and to reduce its stability.  (P. 420) 

 
 Goldsmith does not expect his vision to be accepted by those wedded consciously or 
unconsciously to the modern worldview. What is needed is a conversion to a new conceptual 
framework:  
 

For people to accept the principles listed in this book, it is the paradigm of 
science itself that must be abandoned and hence the world-view of modernism which it 
faithfully reflects; and they must be replaced by the world-view of ecology. Such a 
conversion or generalized paradigm shift, involves a profound rearrangement or 
recombination of the knowledge that makes up our world-view. It must affect its very 
metaphysical, ethical and aesthetic foundations. It must, in fact, involve a change akin to 
a religious conversion. (P. 435) 

 
His vision of the future is of vernacular community-based societies. We of CES recognize 

this as an essential element of an ecozoic future, but we do not foresee an end to global 
economic and political structures, of global ecological and social structures, or of the 
technological enterprise and the science that supports it. For us, it is not either/or, rather it is 
both/and. We agree with Goldsmith, however, that an ecozoic future must be grounded in the 
local, global structures must serve the local and protect nature, and our technologies must be 
coherent with and support Earth’s natural processes.  

 
Here is Goldsmith’s vision: 
 

The world-view of ecology is very much that of the vernacular community-based 
society, whereas the world-view of modernism is that of industrial society. We must set 
out to combat and systematically weaken the main institutions of the industrial 
system—the state, the corporations—and the science and the technology that they use 
to transform society and the natural world. At the same time, we must do everything to 
help recreate the family and the community, and above all a localized and diversified 
economy based on them, reducing in this way our increasingly universal dependence on 
a destructive economic system. (P. 438) 

 
The Way is a long, immensely rich, and captivating read. It explains the vital dynamics of 

our Earth community in a nondualistic (inclusive of nature and humans) way, and what, in 
Goldsmith’s view, we humans must do to live within it. 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF ORGANISM AND PROCESS: BOOKS BY ALFRED NORTH 
WHITEHEAD 

 
Alfred North Whitehead, Science and the Modern World (1925; 1st paperback ed., New York: 

The Free Press, 1967) 
 
______, Process and Reality: An Essay in Cosmology, corrected ed., ed. David Ray Griffin and 

Donald W. Sherburne (1929; corrected ed., New York: The Free Press, 1978) 
 
______, Adventures of Ideas (1933; 1st paperback ed., New York: The Free Press, 1967) 
 
______, Modes of Thought (New York: The Free Press, 1938) 
 
Review by Herman Greene 

 
There is a philosophical tradition known as “process philosophy.” It is an ancient 

tradition, though designation by that name is recent. The term came into being to identify the 
neo-classical metaphysics of Alfred North Whitehead (1861-1947). Once the name was in place, 
certain philosophers, both ancient and contemporary, have been identified as being process 
philosophers.  

 
In its simplest form, process philosophy means that change is at the essence of 

existence. The Greek philosopher Heraclitus who wrote “No man ever steps in the same river 
twice,” was a process philosopher, while Parmenides who wrote “what-is-is” was not. These 
two philosophers are considered to be the founders of ontology. The meaning of ontology can 
be expressed in several ways: It is the philosophy of the nature of existence, or of being, or of 
what is really real, or of what is the essence of all beingness. Heraclitus articulated the 
philosophical concept of “becoming” as being fundamental. Whereas for Parmenides “reality 
(coined as what-is-is) is one, change is impossible, and existence is timeless, uniform, necessary, 
and unchanging.”2 

 
In addition to Heraclitus, much of Eastern thought is considered process oriented, 

including Taoism and Buddhism. Sri Aurobindo of India, a Hindu, is also considered a process 
thinker. In the West, in addition to Whitehead, Henri Bergson, Charles Sanders Peirce, William 
James, John Dewey, Alan Watts, Robert M. Pirsig, Charles Hartshorne, Nicholas 
Rescher, Jacques Derrida, and Gilles Deleuze, are considered process philosophers. Teilhard de 
Chardin and other evolutionary thinkers are considered process thinkers; and in physics, Ilya 
Prigogine distinguished between the physics of being and that of becoming. Many Indigenous 
traditions are process-oriented. Process thought involves, not only philosophy, but many other 
                                                      

2 Wikipedia contributors, "Parmenides," Wikipedia, The Free 
Encyclopedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Parmenides&oldid=861473243 (accessed November 6, 
2018). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Parmenides&oldid=861473243
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disciplines and can serve as a bridge between science and the humanities and between ancient 
and modern philosophies and religions.  

 
Whitehead did not, however, consider himself to be a process philosopher. This name 

was given to his philosophy by his students. He called his philosophy, the philosophy of 
organism. The American Heritage Dictionary defines an organism as an individual living being 
made up of parts that work together to carry on the various processes of life. With reference to 
non-living realities, it means a system regarded as analogous in its structure or functions to a 
living body. One can think of the universe as a mechanical system of inert objects in motion, or 
one can think of it as an organism, something that has a unity of experience with parts that 
work together analogous to a living being. Whitehead chose the latter.  

 
Another way of putting this is that one can begin with the objects of physics and 

chemistry and the laws of motion and work up to explain all the phenomena in the universe, or 
one can begin with the idea of a universe as an organic unity having characteristics analogous 
to living beings and work down to the smallest parts that function together to carry out the 
processes analogous to life. Whitehead chose the latter. 

 
It’s important to note that Whitehead developed his philosophy after a career in 

mathematics and science, one where he was fully aware of the science of the nineteenth and 
early 20th century including the science of electromagnetism, relativity theory, and quantum 
mechanics. What he observed was that science and philosophy were focused on objects or 
substances and on knowledge of those objects through the senses and mathematics. This left 
out a more basic awareness, that of bodily awareness, and also aspects that we associate with 
feeling, intuition, consciousness, interrelatedness, meaning, purpose, and experience that are 
not detectable by sensation and measurement (mathematics) alone.  

 
Thomas Berry used to talk about these missing elements this way: “Science can tell you 

how many times a violin string vibrates, but it can’t hear the music.” The music is something 
real to our experience. A hidden assumption in much modern philosophy and science is that it 
is the violin string and the vibrations that are real and not the music. The music is a subjective 
interpretation of the vibrations by an individual, not a real something that comes to all of us 
from the playing of the violin. 

 
In The Universe Story Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry also wrote about these missing 

elements: 
 

Over the last three centuries cosmology has come to mean “mathematical cosmology,” 
the search for empirically based answers to a core set of questions . . . . Each of these 
questions focuses on a different aspect of the physical universe and has, at least 
theoretically, a mathematical answer . . . . that satisfies the query. 
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[Now as we consider the discoveries mathematical cosmologists have made, we might 
ask:] Given the existence of mountain wildflowers, what is the nature of the Flaring 
Forth at the beginning of time? Given Mozart’s symphonies, what is the nature of the 
dynamics of the universe that could have led to such structure? Given the care with 
which a mother lark will nurture and protect her young, what is the universe made of? 
 
Cosmology aims at articulating the story of the universe so that humans can enter 
fruitfully into the web of relationships within the universe. (Pp. 22-23) 
 
This is the kind of cosmology Whitehead developed in Process and Reality: An Essay in 

Cosmology. Whitehead’s Science and the Modern World is in large part an account of how it 
was that “over the last three centuries cosmology [came] to mean ‘mathematical cosmology.’” 
In that book Whitehead wrote: 
 

I shall trace the successes and failures of the particular conceptions of cosmology with 
which the European intellect has clothed itself in the last three centuries. . . . There 
persists . . . throughout the whole period the fixed scientific cosmology which 
presupposes the ultimate fact of an irreducible brute matter, or material, spread 
throughout space in a flux of configurations. In itself such a material is senseless, 
valueless, purposeless. It just does what it does do, following a fixed routine imposed by 
external relations which do not spring from the nature of its being. It is this assumption 
that I call ‘scientific materialism.’ (P. 17) 

 
Those who are familiar with Thomas Berry’s work would recognize that if this is what 

scientific materialism means, then Berry was anything but a scientific materialist. For Berry 
everything springs from the “nature of their beings.” Thus Berry wrote: “[Each] being has its 
own spontaneities [arising from within, and they] express the inner value of each being in such 
a manner that we must say of the universe that it is a communion of subjects, not a collection 
of objects” (The Great Work, 82). It is possible that in writing this, Berry drew on Whitehead’s 
“ontological principle,” which was that “apart from the experience of subjects there is nothing, 
nothing, nothing, bare nothingness” (Process and Reality, 167). 

 
Like Whitehead, Berry wrote about the universe by analogy to organism: “[The] qualities 

that we identify with the human . . . we observe throughout the natural world. Even at the level 
of the elements we observe self-organizing capacities [and] the capacity for intimate 
relationships. [These pervasive psychic abilities] are so impressive that we must consider that 
modes of consciousness exist throughout the universe . . . .” (The Great Work, 81). 

 
But let us also consider Whitehead’s philosophy in light of the name his students gave to 

it, “process philosophy.” The ontology of classical Western metaphysics rested on “being,” not 
becoming. In other words, they rested on that which was unchanging. First there was an 
unchanging first principle, God, and then the universe consisted of substances that had 
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unchanging essences that made them what they fundamentally were. Differences in substances 
were accidents. Thus there was a dog (or dogness), which is a substance, and then there were 
brown dogs and black dogs. Brownness and blackness were accidents. Classical Western 
ontology is Parmenidian in the sense that it rests on being or changelessness.  

 
One of the problems that Whitehead saw in science is that the discoveries of science 

were disclosing a world that was constantly changing and was interrelated and in some sense 
experiential or psychic like an organism, but it was being conducted with an assumed classical 
ontology of fixity and only external relatedness. Not only was science struggling with this 
mismatch, but scientific materialism was being extended into the humanities . . . and still is.  

 
Scientific materialism doesn’t allow for novelty or creativity or any of those 

characteristics described above as characteristic of organisms. Yet we ourselves see and 
experience this incredible evolutionary, emergent, dynamic, always changing world. The new, 
the truly new comes into being. Our experience doesn’t correspond to scientific materialism; 
and we are not able to “enter fruitfully into the web of relationships within the universe [so 
understood].” 

 
In Parmenides thought becoming was not possible because something could not come 

from nothing. Yet this is what creativity and novelty are, the coming into being (becoming) of 
something that never was before. Whitehead’s ontological ultimate was “creativity.” In fact he 
is credited by some for coining the term creativity. “Creativity” is in Whitehead’s thought one of 
those fundamental notions that can’t be explained in terms more far-reaching than itself. He 
doesn’t have an answer as to how novelty occurs—how something new comes into being that 
was never in being before. He doesn’t have an answer to how creativity is characteristic of the 
universe, rather than a universe controlled by fixed immutable laws. Novelty is. Creativity is.  

 
Berry uses both creativity, spontaneity, transformation, and wildness to refer to novelty 

and creativity. He wrote: “Wildness we might consider as the root of the authentic 
spontaneities of any being. It is that wellspring of creativity whence come the instinctive 
activities that enable all living beings to obtain their food, to find shelter, to bring forth their 
young; to sing and dance and fly through the air and swim through the depths of the sea. This is 
the same inner tendency that evokes the insight of the poet, the skill of the artist, and the 
power of the shaman” (The Great Work, 51). 

 
Yet this wildness/creativity/spontaneity/novelty is rooted in the past. It comes into 

being through a process. In Whitehead’s philosophy, we draw on the total experience of the 
universe when we act and it is out of the totality and richness of this experience that creative 
expression or newness occurs. Perhaps the best way of understanding this is by analogy to jazz 
improvisation. Novel improvisation occurs, but it only comes out of the experience of the 
preceding music. This novel expression is a process. The richer the preceding music, the richer 
the novelty. Berry’s great concern about the degradation of Earth and the loss of its diversity 
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was a decline in richness of experience, the richness on which human creativity depended. 
Whitehead would have shared this concern. Berry shared Whitehead’s understanding that in 
ontology we have moved from being to becoming and that becoming is an adventure. 
 
The four books listed at the beginning of this review are Whitehead’s primary, but not only, 
philosophical works. Much of his writing is difficult to read, especially Process and Reality. But 
his basic messages are simple: We live in a universe that is (1) creative, (2) in process, (3) 
composed of subjects, and (4) interdependent both externally and in terms of internal (feeling) 
relations. The universe is like an organism in process filled with organisms in process and it is 
going somewhere . . . it is proceeding through a sequence of irreversible transformations. 
 

COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE 

THE UNIVERSE STORY CALENDAR INITIATIVE 
By Thomas Spiritbringer 
 
The way out is the invention of new, life-enhancing cultures. This amounts to a 
reinvention of the symbols that orient us to the powers in space and time. We have 
exploded beyond the fossilized knowledge of The Gregorian Calendar. 

—Brian Thomas Swimme 
From Foreword to The Universe Story Calendar Book 

 

 
 
 

The Universe Story Calendar (TUSC) Initiative introduced a new calendar for the entire human 
family in 2017 CE to transcend, include, and update the Gregorian calendar of 1582 CE. The 
Universe Story Calendar includes an Earthday each week on the former Tuesday and tells the 
New Story through the renamed twelve months of the year. Tuesday in the Gregorian calendar 
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celebrates Tiw, the Germanic God of War. March celebrates Mars, the Roman God of War.  
March was the first month in the Roman calendar and hence September was the seventh 
month, October, the eighth month, November the ninth month, and December the tenth 
month. There are many such ill-considered vestiges of prior calendars carried over in the 
Gregorian calendar.  
 
The Universe Story Calendar is potentially one part of our “new, life-enhancing cultures.” 
Calendars have been with us for thousands of years, yet until the 20th century we did not have 
the New Story of the Universe disclosed by empirical science and developed in the humanities. 
A fresh, deep historical peering into the Gregorian calendar and how it is grounded in an old 
cosmology and Western culture calls for a new calendar. 
 
The TUSC Initiative has the goal of tying into our current human situation through the New 
Story as well as through a deep connection with the United Nations. The United Nations has 
designated days throughout a calendar year to celebrate and honor various people, movements 
and historical events. Many of those dates are included in the University Story Calendar. Some 
examples are International Women’s Day, International Earth Day, World Oceans Day and 
World Food Day.   
 
The Universe Story Calendar Initiative began on Universeday, NationScience 9, 2017 CE, the first 
day (Berryan Date #0, Gregorian calendar date November 9, 2017—Thomas Berry’s birthday) of 
The Universe Story Calendar and the 25th Anniversary of The Universe Story book published in 
the Gregorian calendar year of 1992.  
 

 
Thomas Spiritbringer is initiator, learner, and teacher of TUSC Initiative. 
 
For 2019 CE & 2020 CE TUSCalendars and presentations, email Thomas Spiritbringer at 
ourearthguy@gmail.com. For more information on Earthday Weekly and blog, go to 
www.TheUniverseStoryCalendar.org. 

BRINGING BACK THE MILK MAN AND RETURNABLE CONTAINERS: THE 
LOOPSTORE 
By Herman Greene 
 
In general Ecozoans tend toward deep ecology. Deep ecology stresses the inherent worth of all 
living beings and the need to reduce human impact on other species. Deep ecologists favor 
“down-scaling”: 
 

The [principles of deep ecology] can be reduced to three simple propositions: 
 Wilderness and biodiversity preservation 

 Human population control 

mailto:ourearthguy@gmail.com
http://www.theuniversestorycalendar.org/
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 Simple living (or treading lightly on the planet)3 

 
They tend to be suspicious of green initiatives of large corporations. 
 
What about this initiative announced at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on 
January 24, 2019? The Loopstore—end recycling; buy products in reusable containers, and have 
the empty containers picked up in the same way. 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                      
3 John Barry; E. Gene Frankland, International Encyclopedia of Environmental Politics (Routledge 2002), 

161. quoted in Wikipedia contributors, "Deep ecology," Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia,   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_ecology (accessed February 24, 2019). 
 

https://loopstore.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_ecology
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This project was developed by Terracycle and now has these partners: 
 

 
 
 
Is the good the enemy of the best? Or is the best the enemy of the good? 
 
My view is that we should celebrate the good. It took a billion steps to get us in the fix we are in 
and it will take a billion steps to get us out. Change needs to come from the top down and from 
the bottom up. 
 
 I’ve “reserved my spot” for when the store opens. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRE-ORDER NEW BIOGRAPHY ON THOMAS BERRY AT A 30% DISCOUNT 
 
Columbia University Press will publish the first biography on Thomas Berry in spring 2019. The 
book was written by Mary Evelyn Tucker, John Grim, and Andrew Angyal. The book will be 
released just prior to the 10th anniversary of Thomas Berry’s death on June 1, 2019. Information 
on the book and how to pre-order it at a 30% discount are available here.  
 

https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/about-terracycle?utm_campaign=admittance&utm_medium=menu&utm_source=www.terracycle.com
http://fore.yale.edu/files/ThomasBerry_forthcoming.pdf
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Berry was one of the 20th century’s most important 
thinkers. He had encyclopedic knowledge which he 
synthesized in books such as The Dream of the Earth and 
The Great Work. His works were intellectually profound, 
inspiring, and evocative. Anne Marie Dalton termed the 
latter characteristic poesis. His presentations, written 
work, and conversations changed the lives of many 
people and gave rise to a historic movement that is 
continuing.  
 
Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grim teach at the Yale 
School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and Yale 
Divinity School where they direct the Yale Forum on 
Religion and Ecology. They worked closely with Thomas 
Berry for over thirty years as his students, editors, and 
literary executors, and are the managing trustees of the 
Thomas Berry Foundation. 
 

Andrew Angyal is professor emeritus of English and environmental studies at Elon University. 

RELIGION AND ECOLOGY SUMMIT, MARCH 15, 2019, SAN FRANCISCO—
COSMOVISION: THOMAS BERRY AND THE GREAT WORK 

 
The California Institute of Integral Studies will hold a religion and ecology summit on March 15, 
2019 at Namaste Hall, 1453 Mission Street, San Francisco, California, from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
The cost of the event is $10. Featured speakers are Mary Evelyn Tucker, John Grim, Brian 
Swimme, and Drew Dellinger. For additional information and to register, click here.  
 
The website for the event provides this context: 
 

The 21st century is increasingly identified as the Anthropocene, or the Age of Humans, 
with narratives that presuppose greater technological intensification and a narrowing of 
options. What these locutions obscure is humanity's connectivity with-and utter 

https://www.ciis.edu/academics/graduate-programs/ecology-spirituality-and-religion/religion-and-ecology-summit/religion-and-ecology-summit-2019
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dependence on-the entire fabric of non-human life. The cosmological vision of Thomas 
Berry (1914-2009), cultural historian and "geologian," calls us to claim our inherent 
belonging to Earth, and with that, a sense of kinship and responsibility for the pressing 
ecological and social conditions of our time.  
 
Berry's term "Ecozoic" highlights the necessary interdependence of humanity and non-
human life on Earth, offering a positive vision of the future. It is increasingly clear that 
without an integrative story of the unfolding Universe, such as Berry proposed, humans 
will be bereft of our true cosmological lineage. With such a story, humans can become 
vibrant and healing participants in the Earth community. 

TWO-PART SALON ON JOURNEY OF UNIVERSE FILM IN SAN FRANCISCO, MARCH 
6 AND MARCH 13, BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 
 

 
 
 
On March 6, 2019, there will be a private screening of the Journey of the Universe film in 
Berkeley, California. The event begins with a vegetarian potluck at 7:00 pm. 
 
On March 13, 2019, there will be an interactive dialogue with the co-creators of the film—Mary 
Evelyn Tucker and Brian Thomas Swimme. The event will again begin with a vegetarian potluck 
at 7:00 pm.  
 
For additional information and to register, click here. 

https://mailchi.mp/yale/sf-bay-area-events?e=4af7113632
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FREE ACCESS TO ONLINE COURSES ON JOURNEY OF THE UNIVERSE AND 
THOMAS BERRY 

 
Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grim, Yale University, are offering four six-week online courses. 
Brian Thomas Swimme provides introductory comments. These are featured as a specialization 
under the title:  “Journey of the Universe: A Story for our Times.” They are available in English 
and in Chinese. 
 
This specialization includes two courses on Journey of the Universe and a course on The 
Worldview of Thomas Berry. Each of these courses can be taken independently, followed by an 
Integrating Capstone course. These are MOOCs available on Coursera to anyone, anywhere on 
the planet.   
 
Learners may audit these courses FREE OF CHARGE (with the exception of the capstone 
course). Or learners may register for all of the courses for a small fee and, upon completion, 
receive a specialization certificate. The courses do not have to be completed within the six-
week period, rather, learners may take the classes and finish at their own pace.  
 
Courses: 

 Journey of the Universe: The Unfolding of Life (film & book) 

 Journey Conversations: Weaving Knowledge and Action  

 The Worldview of Thomas Berry: Flourishing of the Earth Community  

 Integrating Capstone: Living Cosmology (only available as part of the specialization certificate—
not available to audit) 

 
The next set of enrollment date for the courses is February 26, 2019 
 
For more details and to register, go to: 
https://www.coursera.org/specializations/journey-of-the-universe 
 

BECOME A CES MEMBER, DONATE, VOLUNTEER 

You may become a member of CES online here. Or, you may send a letter to CES at 2516 
Winningham Road, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27516, USA, with your contact information 
(name, address, email, and phone) and dues. Annual dues for regular membership are US$35 
(individual or family) and annual dues for a sustaining membership are US$135 each year or by 
paying $5 or more monthly through an automatic payment service. Alternately you may 
become a member (and pay by credit card or PayPal) by contacting ecozoicstudies@gmail.com. 
CES also accepts members who pay lesser or no dues. 
 

https://www.coursera.org/specializations/journey-of-the-universe
https://www.ecozoicstudies.org/membership-donor-volunteer
mailto:ecozoicstudies@gmail.com

